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l This report catalogues 204 events promoted to students in the academic year 2017/18
featuring speakers with a history of extreme or intolerant views, or representatives of
extremist-linked  organisations.  It  subsequently  compares  these  findings  to  those
recorded in the previous two academic years. The majority of events promoted in 2017/18
were associated with Islamist or Salafist networks in the Uk, and a small number of
activists and groups dominated the scene with recurrent events, courses or campaigns.

l Some  of  the  speakers’  views  include:  supporting  convicted  terrorists;  animosity
towards Jews, minority Muslim sects and “disbelievers”; advocating for an  intifada
[violent uprising] in America; the use of sharia-sanctioned slaves and strict hudud
punishments such as stonings, amputations and capital punishment for homosexuals;
the establishment of an Islamic caliphate; defending Hamas’ employment of suicide
bombings;  and promoting  violent  jihad. One  speaker was  listed  as  an  unindicted
co-conspirator in the 1993 World Trade centre bombing.

l Several  events  acted  as  fundraisers  for  charities  with  past  extremist  associations, 
such as  the  Ummah  Welfare  Trust  (UWT) and  the  Al-Muntada Trust’s  affiliate 
Muntada  Aid.  charities  that  sponsored  events  include  Interpal,  which is  a  US-
designated  fundraising  body  for  Hamas,  and  Human  Appeal,  whose  ‘field offices’ 
have  been  linked  to  Hamas  and  Al-Qaeda  associates.  Preachers  representing the 
charity  iERA,  institutionally  associated  with  extremism,  represented  15.3%  of  all 
recorded  activity  in  2017/18,  while  Haitham  al-Haddad’s  Muslim  Research  and 
development  Foundation  (MRdF)  was  linked  to  two  events  across  the  2017/18 
academic year.  It  is evident that extremist-linked charities are able to raise funds, 
sponsor events and promote speakers to students without contest,  likely evading 
risk-assessment escalation at universities due to their charitable status.

l In 2017/18, seven extremist-linked organisations accounted for 83.2% of all catalogued
activity (158 events). These organisations are: Muslim Engagement and development
(Mend) (44), Sabeel (40), iERA (29), the Al-Maghrib Institute (17), cage (12), the Hittin
Institute (9) and the Muslim debate Initiative (7). This relatively high figure suggests
that countering extremism within the higher education sector remains a feasible and
attainable objective, provided the appropriate steps are taken.

l In 2017/18, the six most prolific speakers accounted for 29.5% of all recorded events.
This represents a marked decrease from the previous academic year when the six most
prolific speakers accounted for 52.7% of all recorded events, demonstrating that there
is more variety in the number of extremist-linked individuals promoted. considering
only a few organisations dominate extremist-linked activity, this variation may indicate
that such groups are electing to diversify their speaker roster in order to avoid scrutiny
and institutional oversight.

l In 2017/18, extremist-linked activity spiked between november and March, with events
most commonly scheduled to occur in november (55), followed by February (50),
March  (29)  and  January  (17).  Fewer  events  occurred  in  december  owing  to  the
semester end and holiday season.

l As per the academic year 2016/17, in 2017/18 London was the region with the highest
number of promoted events (95), and the School of African and Oriental Studies (SOAS)
was the most common institutional host, accounting for 43 (21.2%) of all data entries in
2017/18. The extent to which SOAS hosted the largest number of events, with a large

Executive Summary
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disparity between it and the institution with the second largest number (University of
Birmingham – 10), may be attributed to the weekly course Sabeel’s Asif Uddin taught
there. This course was advertised on 27 occasions between november and April.  

l The most common topic of all extremist-linked events during 2017-18 was ‘Grievances’,
with a total of 53 appearances. This was followed by ‘Religious Jurisprudence’ (53)
and ‘Religious Apologetics’ (31), the latter of which was the highest featured category
the previous year. It is likely that the focus on ‘Grievance’ is a consequence of the
considerable presence on campus of groups such as Mend and cage. Both groups
were accused by the former national Lead for counter Terrorism Policing Mark Rowley
in February 2018 of “fostering grievances and isolation”.

l In order to reduce the impact of extremist groups and narratives within institutes of
higher education, a number of policies ought to be developed by practitioners in the
sector. dedicated Prevent and Safeguarding leads should review their procedure for
determining external speaker risk, develop a detailed case report for escalated events
and be given specialised Working to Raise Awareness of Prevent (WRAP) training,
with a focus on local risk. Safeguarding leads should also work closely with the charity
commission to ascertain risk with regard to registered charities previously investigated
for, and currently associated with, extremism or terrorism overseas. Moreover, risk
assessment criteria used by universities must adapt to the changing methodologies
of extremist groups who target Uk campuses. This includes prohibiting the promotion
of events without an identified speaker and considering the contextual factors that
surround events. Such influences include the exposure and socialisation with extremist
speakers  and  groups,  the  dissemination  of  extremist  literature,  and  off-campus
advertisements of meetings with speakers’ more extreme affiliate partners.
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Higher education  institutions have historically been targeted by extremist organisations to
further their cause and engage young audiences. The revised Government’s Prevent strategy,
published  in  2011,  highlighted  the  extent  to  which  extremism  can  flourish  at  universities,
acknowledging the fertile ground that Uk campuses provide for the purposes of radicalisation
and recruitment. 1 counter-terror legislation began to reflect this shifting reality, particularly in
the wake of the 7/7 attacks and the trajectory and various forms of Islamist influence in the Uk.

Previous Henry Jackson Society research has documented the various types of threat Islamist
extremism has posed to university students, from the front-groups established by Hizb ut-Tahrir 2

and the influence of Jamaat-e-Islami and Muslim Brotherhood activists in the formation of
student associations,3 to the number of individuals with links to British universities who joined
terrorist organisations in Syria and Iraq.4 Whilst this report re-asserts that Islamist-associated
extremism remains the most widespread and systematic form of extremist-related activity on
university campuses, the increasing popularity of far-right movements must not be neglected.
neo-nazi group national Action and its subsequent front-bodies were proscribed in december
2016, after defacing some campuses with racist, white-supremacist and fascist propaganda.5

On a wider scale, recent research published by the Henry Jackson Society in October 2018
found that both far-left and far-right terrorism is rising in western states, totalling 20.6% of all
incidents recorded in 2016-17, with an emerging pattern of far-right offenders emulating the
tactics of Islamist assailants.6 Whilst other extremist ideologies have yet to carve out the same
foundational and systemic roots as Islamist networks with student groups, isolated incidents
are demonstrably rising and must be continually monitored.7

In  January 2018,  the Office  for Students  (OfS) was established,  absorbing  the  regulatory
functions  of  the  Higher  Education  Funding  council  for  England  (HEFcE).  This  includes
overseeing the Prevent strategy’s implementation at universities – the statutory duty imposed
on public bodies to safeguard individuals from being drawn into terrorism. All ‘relevant higher
education bodies’ (RHEBs) must comply, which includes ensuring effective welfare systems
are in place; arranging Prevent training for relevant staff; having a compliant IT policy; and
engaging with students through unions and societies. 8 Of particular relevance to this report,
all RHEBs must implement systems for assessing and mitigating external speaker risk, whilst
maintaining the existing duty to promote freedom of speech.9 In July 2018, the OfS published

1. Introduction

1 ‘Prevent Strategy’, HM Government, June 2011, available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_data/file/97976/prevent-strategy-review.pdf, last visited: 6 January 2019, p.73.

2 ‘Queen Mary University under fire as ‘hotbed for Islamic extremism’, East London Advertiser, 6 August 2015, available at:
https://www.eastlondonadvertiser.co.uk/news/education/queen-mary-university-under-fire-as-hotbed-for-islamic-
extremism-1-4182266, last visited: 6 January 2019.

3 ‘The Revised Prevent Strategy and the Federation of Student Islamic Societies’, The Henry Jackson Society, 9 June 2011,
available at: https://henryjacksonsociety.org/2011/06/09/the-revised-prevent-strategy-and-the-federation-of-student-
islamic-societies/, last visited: 6 January 2019.

4 ‘Spotting the Signs: Identifying vulnerability to Radicalisation Among Students’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2017, available
at: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Student-Fighters-Project.pdf, last visited: 6 January 2019.

5 ‘neo-nazis convicted after spreading racist national Action stickers around Birmingham university and performing Hitler
salute’, The Independent, 9 May 2018, available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/national-action-neo-nazi-
stickers-birmingham-aston-university-racist-convicted-a8343596.html, last visited: 6 January 2019.

6 ‘Terrorism in the West: An Age of Extremes’, The Henry Jackson Society, 31 October 2018, available at:
https://henryjacksonsociety.org/publications/terrorism-in-the-west-an-age-of-extremes/, last visited: 6 January 2019. 

7 ‘Terror police arrest three alleged members of neo-nazi group Sonnenkrieg division in dawn raids’, The Independent,
6 december 2018, available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/terror-arrests-far-right-police-uk-extremism-
london-portsmouth-bath-crime-a8669941.html, last visited: 6 January 2019.

8 ‘counter-terrorism – the Prevent duty’, Office for Students, available at: https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-
guidance/regulation/counter-terrorism-the-prevent-duty/, last visited: 6 January 2019.

9 Ibid.
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10 ‘Monitoring of the Prevent duty’, Office for Students, 11 July 2018, available at: https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/
160fe2df-d737-419c-8071-19fa2dab0ee4/ofs2018___27.pdf, last visited: 6 January 2019.
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their  monitoring  report  of  the  2016-17  academic  year,  concluding  that  97%  of  providers
satisfactorily demonstrated due regard to the duty. 10 Whilst they may be fulfilling their legal
obligations,  extremism  in  the  higher  education  sector  evidently  remains  unchallenged,
pervasive and increasingly sophisticated. 

This  report  illustrates  the  extent  of  the  problem  with  regard  to  external  speaker  risk.  It
catalogues all speaker events promoted to students in the 2017/18 academic year that have a
link to political or religious extremism, concluding with an analysis of the regional areas and
institutions at which such events most regularly occur, and the extremist-linked actors whose
views students are most frequently exposed to. These findings are then compared with Student
Rights’ data for the previous two academic years. The paper is structured as follows: the next
section  outlines  the  research  methodology,  including  a  note  on  definitions,  sources,
categorisation and criteria for inclusion. This is followed by a comprehensive list of all events
promoted  to students within  the 2017/18 academic year,  including  relevant known details
surrounding  the events,  and  short profiles on  speakers, organisations and  their  extremist
associations. Subsequently, there is a section of data analysis for which the events are broken
down by month, topic, region, institution and speaker – highlighting the areas of particular
concern and comparing the findings with those in the 2015/16 and 2016/17 academic years.
The  penultimate  section  provides  a  series  of  policy  recommendations  the  Uk’s  higher
education sector can adopt in order to close the loopholes utilised by extremist groups that
continue to obtain uncontested access to students on campus. The report concludes with an
overview of the findings and trends established throughout.
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To ensure the viability of an accurate comparative study, this report uses the methodology
applied in the previous Student Rights report on campus extremism, “Extreme Speakers and
Events Promoted to Students: 2016-17”. All information is drawn from open-source material
and social media sites.

This report catalogues events promoted to students in the academic year 2017-18 that featured
speakers with a history of extreme or intolerant views, or representatives of organisations that
have a history of promoting such speakers. This report does not purport to offer an exhaustive
list of all events that took place with an extremist dimension. 

In accordance with the Uk government, this paper defines extremism as the:

vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule
of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs.
We also include in our definition of extremism calls for the death of members of our
armed forces, whether in this country or overseas. 11

Recent court cases, including Shakeel Begg v British Broadcast Corporation (2016) and Salman
Butt v Secretary of State for the Home Department (2017), in addition to guidance from the
Prime Minister’s Extremism Taskforce, have also been employed for clarification purposes. 

Criteria for inclusion
Events that were sponsored by, or raised funds for, an organisation linked to extremism are
included. Events that took place off campus, but were organised by students or a student
organisation, were also documented. Events that featured or endorsed extremist views were
equally included. Promoted events that were recorded by Student Rights throughout the year
but which were subsequently taken down from the internet (with no other sufficient record)
are excluded from the report. Should an event occur on a regular basis, it would hold a single
entry in the main body of the report, yet be represented fully in the following data analysis
section. This is only applicable to the weekly course delivered by Sabeel’s Asif Uddin at SOAS
(see entry no. 3.14).

Categorisation
The events have been categorised as follows: date; university; speaker/s; affiliate organisation;
topic; location; and region. key background information is mentioned once to avoid repetition,
with cross-references for clarity. consistent with previous Student Rights research, 12 events
have been divided into eight categories:

1. dawah training – Lectures or workshops which sought to teach students the
fundamentals of preaching to others.

2. geopolitics – Events  focusing on  international political  issues,  including  the
Israel-Palestine conflict, the Syrian civil War and Western foreign policy towards
the Islamic world in general.

3. grievances –  Lectures  or  workshops  that  addressed  perceived  attacks  on
Muslims  and  Islam  in  the  Uk;  called  for  the  scrapping  of  Prevent  and  other

2. methodology

11 ‘counter-Extremism Strategy’, HM Government, October 2015, available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/470088/51859_cm9148_Accessible.pdf, last visited: 6 February 2018, p.32. 

12 ‘Extreme Speakers and Events: In the 2016-17 Academic Year’, Student Rights, 2017, available at:
http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Extreme-Speakers-and-Events-in-the-2016-17-Academic-
Year-Final-1.pdf, p.5.
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government counter-extremism measures; and critiqued the arrest and detention
of terrorism suspects.

4. personal Stories and Wellbeing – Events where speakers outlined their personal
experiences  or  journeys  to  religion,  as  well  as  events  which  addressed  issues
affecting students on campuses, such as relationships, careers, academic success,
and mental health and wellbeing.

5. religious apologetics – Lectures that aimed to challenge ideas such as atheism
and scepticism, and highlight the rational reasons for religious belief.

6. religious governance –  Lectures  that  examined  the  details  of  religious
socio-economic  governance,  focusing  on  the  role  of  religion  in  fields  such  as
legislation, justice and finance.

7. religious Jurisprudence/ Exegesis / history – Lectures where religious rulings
or interpretations, religious verses or other texts, important historical or scriptural
figures, and historical events were discussed.

8. miscellaneous – Events that had no topic, had a vague title, or did not fall under
the other seven categories.

For the avoidance of any doubt, it should be stressed that these categorisations are designed
to aid the understanding of general themes, and are not intended to suggest that either the
topics themselves or their discussion is inherently extreme.

Additional note
Where it is known that extremist-linked speakers were joined by other individuals at the event,
whether to promote a similar worldview or provide contest, there is clear indication given
throughout. 

Previous research demonstrates that extremists speak primarily on ‘unchallenged platforms’. 13

This is usually in the form of a lecture or panel discussion through which individuals of the
same  ideological  persuasion  provide  the  illusion  of  critical  discourse  and  debate.  Whilst
providing profiles of all speakers present at the events would be useful in this regard, it remains
beyond the scope of this paper.

This paper considers a ‘balanced platform’ an event in which robust opposition is present to
challenge the views of a controversial speaker, ideally through an independent moderator.

13 ‘Extreme Speakers and Events: In the 2016-17 Academic Year’, Student Rights, 2017, p.4.
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14 ‘The Lynching – A One-Woman Show’, LRC, 29 August 2017, available at: l-r-c.org.uk/news/story/the-lynching-a-one-
woman-show/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

15 ‘Labour Activist Jackie Walker “Appalled” by Suspension’, BBC, 7 May 2016, available at: www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-
kent-36236332, last visited: 5 January 2019.

16 ‘Labour Suspends Jackie Walker over Holocaust comments’, The Guardian, 30 September 2016, available
at: www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/sep/30/labour-suspends-jackie-walker-over-holocaust-comments,
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

17 ‘Jackie Walker Stripped of Momentum Post in Antisemitism Row’ The Guardian, 3 October 2016, available
at: www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/oct/03/momentums-vice-chair-removed-antisemitism-row-jackie-walker,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

18 Ibid. 
19 ‘SOAS Plays Host to Anti-Israel Activist Jackie Walker’, Student Rights, available at: 15 September 2017, available at:

www.studentrights.org.uk/article/2474/soas_plays_host_to_anti_israel_activist_jackie_walker, last visited: 5 January 2019.
20 ibid
21 Ibid.

3. list of Events – September 2017 to June 2018

The following is a list of events promoted to students between September 2017 and June 2018.
The list documents the event organiser/s, notable speaker/s present and their professional
associations,  location  and  region.  Events  are  listed  in  chronological  order,  beginning  in
September 2017. Background description about the speakers and any additional details related
to the events themselves are provided where possible. cross-references are used to highlight
where aforementioned information can be found that further attests to why the event is of
concern. Unless otherwise stated, the events are presumed to have gone ahead as planned.

3.01 13/09/2017 – university of london, SOaS – ‘the lynching – a One Woman Show’ 14

Speaker/s: Jackie Walker

Organisation: Momentum (former)

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus 

region: London

This event was co-hosted by SOAS Palestine Society and a group entitled ‘Free Speech on
Israel’. The panel discussion after the event was chaired by victoria Brittain, and included ken
Loach and Jonathan Rosenhead.

Walker was advertised as a “Black Jewish anti-racist campaigner” although she has previously
claimed that Jews were “chief financiers of the sugar and slave trade”, 15 criticised Holocaust
Memorial day, 16 and questioned why Jewish schools need particular security to prevent a
possible attack.17 Her comments led to two suspensions from the Labour Party and the removal
of her position as vice chair of Momentum. 18

Audio files obtained from the event suggest Walker accused the Jewish chronicle newspaper
of spearheading a witch-hunt against her and equated segments of the Jewish community with
racists and white supremacists. She stated that “those people who write in the Jewish chronicle,
who do the harassing, those people, they are not the friends of the Left … these people are often
protofascists … One thing I know, the same people who are Jewish essentialists are the same
sort of people who are white nationalists – and they are all our enemies.” 19 Later in the talk,
Walker accused the campaign Against Anti-Semitism (cAA) and the community Security Trust
(cST) – two monitoring groups on anti-Jewish hatred in the Uk – of “churn[ing] out their biased
surveys  all  the  time”. 20 video  footage  from  the Q&A  session  shows  that  spectators who
attempted to challenge the panel were shouted down by other audience members. 21
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Walker toured her show across various venues. Reports from other events detail how Walker
performed with a banner across the stage that read “Anti-Semitism is a crime, Anti-Zionism is a
duty”, and included props such as a golliwog, a picture of a lynching, and a ragdoll with a noose
around its neck.22 The show was criticised by the Jewish Labour Movement for “compar[ing] Jews
and others who oppose antisemitism to racist gangs who hanged black people from trees”. 23

3.02  28/09/2017 – university of Edinburgh – ‘miko peled in Edinburgh’ 24

Speaker/s: Miko Peled

Organisation: n/A

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: Scotland

This event was hosted by the Scottish Palestinian Forum.

Miko Peled, an  Israeli-born anti-Zionist activist, has drawn controversy  for making several
anti-Semitic remarks, including arguing that one should be allowed to question whether the
Holocaust took place. 25 Peled has called for the complete destruction of Israel, stated that
“Jews have a reputation for being sleazy thieves”, and that with regard to Jeremy corbyn “Israel
and its multiple tentacles around the world will stop at nothing”. 26

3.03  30/09/2017 – university of glasgow – ‘mEnd: mending Islamic Societies’ 27

Speaker/s: Unspecified Mend speakers

Organisation: Mend

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: Scotland

This event was organised by the Glasgow University Muslim Students Association (GUMSA),
and was supported by several extremist-linked organisations, including Uk Islamic Mission
(UkIM),  the  Muslim  Association  of  Britain  (MAB)  and  the  Federation  of  Student  Islamic
Societies (FOSIS). 28 The event description includes a quote by Yasir Qadhi, a cleric who has
said that to “kill… the homosexual – this is also our religion”. 29

22 ‘Why I Found a London Play Framing Jews as a kkk-Style Lynch Mob Strangely Touching’ Haaretz, 24 April 2018, available
at: www.haaretz.com/opinion/the-london-play-framing-jews-as-the-revamped-kkk-1.5455655 , last visited: 5 January 2019.

23 Former Momentum vice-chair Jackie Walker Plans One-Woman Edinburgh Fringe Show’, New Statesman, 17 July 2017,
available at: www.newstatesman.com/politics/staggers/2017/07/former-momentum-vice-chair-jackie-walker-plans-one-
woman-edinburgh-fringe, last visited: 5 January 2019.

24 ‘Miko Peled In Edinburgh’, Facebook, 28 September 2017, available at: www.facebook.com/events/928531907299438/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

25 ‘Jewish UcL Students “Horrified” by Anti-Israel Event,” The Jewish Chronicle, 7 november 2017, available at:
www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/jewish-students-concerned-over-speakers-booked-for-campus-event-1.447565,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

26 ‘corbyn Pictured with Man Who called for Labour Members to Be Able to Ask: ‘Holocaust, Yes or no?’, The Jewish Chronicle,
26 September 2018, available at: www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/corbyn-pictured-with-man-who-called-for-labour-members-
to-be-able-to-question-holocaust-1.470194, last visited: 5 January 2019.

27 ‘MEnd: Mending Islamic Societies’, Eventbrite, www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mend-mending-islamic-societies-tickets-
37382789931?aff=es2#, last visited: 5 January 2019.

28 UkIM has been described as Jamaat-e-Islami’s “main British network”, and both the MAB and FOSIS were founded by
Uk-focused Muslim Brotherhood activists. For more information, see: Bowen, I., Medina in Birmingham, Najaf in Brent:
Inside British Islam, (London: Hurst & company 2015).

29 ‘London Freshers’ Fair Students given Extremism Leaflets’, Daily Mail, 16 October 2017, available at:
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4986054/Freshers-fair-students-bombarded-leaflets.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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In  the  past,  senior  figures  in  Mend  have  expressed  support  for  overseas  terror  groups,
promoted anti-Semitic conspiracies, showed disdain for minority Muslim sects and partnered
with individuals who have promoted jihad. 30

3.04  05/10/2017 – rio grande, bradford – ‘ISoc Freshers dinner 2017’ 31

Speaker/s: Ajmal Masroor

Organisation: n/A

topic: Miscellaneous

location: Off campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This event was organised by the University of Bradford Islamic Society. Several other speakers
joined the above panellist.

Ajmal  Masroor  first  came  to  prominence  during  the  Uk  2005  general  election,  when  he
resigned  as  a  Liberal  democrat  candidate  after  posting  an  appeal  for  support  on  the
anti-Semitic Muslim Public Affairs committee (MPAc) website.32 In 2014, Masroor was recorded
telling audience members at Palmers Green mosque about “abusers” in the Uk “Jewish lobby”,
the “Jewish supremacist ideology” that “holds our government hostage” and how Obama was
“brought” by “Zionists”. 33 Masroor ended the speech by claiming that spectators must “keep
struggling” or they “won’t enter paradise”. 34 Masroor has also praised Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh as a “true and honest” leader. 35

3.05  05/10/2017 – kingston university– ‘What’s Your vision in life?’ 36

Speaker/s: Asim khan

Organisation: Sabeel

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: London

This event was organised by the University of kingston’s Islamic Society.

Asim khan is an author for Islam21c, contributor to the Islam channel and Eman channel, and
official supporter of HHUGS. 37 He holds positions at the Muslim Research and development
Foundation  (MRdF)  and  Sabeel,  both  of  which  are  projects  founded  by  extremist  cleric
Haitham  al-Haddad.  khan  has  referred  to  homosexuality  as  “evil”,  an  “abomination”,

30 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, available
at: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/HJS-Profiting-from-Prejudice-Report.pdf, p.7.

31 ‘ISOc FRESHERS dInnER 2017’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1468130619946611/,
last visited: 6 January 2019.

32 ‘Liberal democrat candidate Resigns’, The Telegraph, 19 April 2005, available at: www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/
1488147/Liberal-democrat-candidate-resigns.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

33 ‘OPInIOn: Where Are the Mainstream Muslim voices That Are ‘Overpowered’ by Extremists?’, Jewish News,
jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/opinion-where-are-the-mainstream-muslim-voices-that-are-overpowered-by-extremists/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

34 Ibid
35 ‘Ajmal Masroor’, Facebook, 11 november 2012, available at: www.facebook.com/AjmalMasroor/posts/433561823360028,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
36 ‘kingston ISoc’, Facebook, 5 October 2017, available at: www.facebook.com/kingstonisoc/photos/pcb.1966916563555732/

1966916513555737/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.
37 ‘Imam Asim khan’, HHUGS, 7 november 2017, available at: www.hhugs.org.uk/2017/11/imam-asim-khan/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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“wretched”, “shameful”, “disgusting”, a “sin” and a “criminal act”.38 He has also compared it to
incest and “burglary, theft and sexual abuse”. 39

3.06  06/10/2017 – middlesex university – ‘get to know’ 40

Speaker/s: Musa Adnan, Shabbir Hassan, Mend speakers (unspecified)

Organisation: Mend, Islam channel

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: London

This event was organised by the Middlesex Islamic Society. 

Musa Adnan has made several derogatory comments about Jews and Shia Muslims on social
media.41 He tweeted “#Stupid Shia” in reference to a post which has since been removed, and
stated that the “majority of Shia are twelvers, twelvers are Rafidha [rejectors], Rafidha are not
Muslims, don’t get it twisted”.42 A later tweet clarified “Rafidhis are the filth of this world, they
are worse than christians and Jews”. 43 Adnan has made comparisons 44 between nazis and
Jews that breach the IHRA definition of anti-Semitism 45 and, bridging the two, he tweeted
“Wallahi Jews and Shia have a striking similarity in their behaviour in my opinion!” 46 On his
social  media  channel,  Adnan  has  promoted  controversial  speakers  including  Haitham
al-Haddad, 47 Mufti Menk, 48 Hamza Tzortzis, 49 Muslim Belal 50 and his father, Adnan Rashid. 51

Adnan is also heavily involved with Rashid’s charity The Convivencia Trust, which has hosted
Abudrraheem Green, Uthman Lateef, Lauren Booth and Muslim Belal.

Shabbir Hassan (“Shabbir the poet”) is a public speaker and presenter at the Islam channel.
Hassan has spoken alongside several figures linked to extremism, most recently at an event that
included Wasim kempson, Moazzam Begg, Asim khan and a representative of Hizb ut-Tahrir. 52

38 ‘Remember Lūt....’’, Islam21C, 15 April 2018, available at: web.archive.org/web/20150407162935/http://www.islam21c.com/
politics/9557-and-remember-lt/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

39 Ibid. 
40 ‘Get To know’, Eventbrite, available at: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/get-to-know-tickets-38480898403#, last visited: 5 January 2019.
41 ‘TwitterSearch:jew;OR shia from:MusaAdnan’, Twitter, available at: https://twitter.com/search?l=&q=jew%3B%20OR%20shia

%20from%3Amusaadnan&src=typd&lang=en-gb, last visited: 6 January 2019.
42 ‘@MusaAdnan’, Twitter, 16 June. 2013, available at: https://twitter.com/MusaAdnan/status/346356244803637248,

last visited: 6 January 2019.
43 ‘@MusaAdnan’, Twitter, 22 June 2013, available at: twitter.com/MusaAdnan/status/348396656611430400,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
44 ‘@MusaAdnan’, Twitter, 17 July 2014, available at: twitter.com/MusaAdnan/status/489562704294600704,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
45 ‘@MusaAdnan’, Twitter, 20 July 2014, available at: twitter.com/MusaAdnan/status/490958769778851840,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
46 ‘@MusaAdnan’, Twitter, 6 January 2013, available at: twitter.com/MusaAdnan/status/287966539599208451,

last visited: 5 January 2019. See also: ‘@MusaAdnan’, Twitter, 21 december 2013, available at: twitter.com/MusaAdnan/
status/414187642209583105, last visited: 5 January 2019.

47 ‘@MusaAdnan’, Twitter, 01 March 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/MusaAdnan/status/837011345405054977,
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

48 ‘vLOGGInG WITH MUFTI MEnk!’, YouTube, 27 January 2016, available at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvR2LiQ8aXU,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

49 ‘Quranic Argument for the Existence of God’, YouTube, 6 September 2013, available at: www.youtube.com/watch?
v=4991oRxE9vM, last visited: 5 January 2019.

50 ‘vLOGGInG WITH THE SHEIkHS!’, YouTube, 7 August 2017, available at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mevQWOWZn0,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

51 ‘Q & A (w/ Adnan Rashid) Topics Include christianity & dawah!!!’, YouTube, 20 April 2013, available at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=oeWivvUhz2U&t=3s, last visited: 5 January 2019.

52 ‘@TheRevertHub’, Twitter, 22 April 2018, available at: twitter.com/TheRevertHub/status/987995936361254912,
last visited: 5 January 2019.
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He also appeared with Yusuf chambers at a SOAS event sponsored by Human Appeal (see
entry no. 3.53). The Islam channel itself has been criticised for promoting extremism.53 A 2010
report  by  the  Quilliam  Foundation  details  how  the  channel  has  been  found  to  promote
Wahhabi-influenced attitudes to women; intolerance towards other sects and religions, including
preachers urging viewers to “reject the practices of non-Muslims and non-Wahhabi Muslims
alike”; and extremist individuals and groups, such as advertising lecturers by Anwar al-Awlaki. 54

In addition, the Islam channel’s chief executive Mohammed Ali Harrath was previously sought
by Interpol and the Tunisian authorities for terrorism-related concerns. 55

3.07  06/10/2017 – university of greenwich – ‘lost Your Id? Islamic Identity Seminar’ 56

Speaker/s: Uthman Lateef

Organisation: Hittin Institute

topic: Personal Stories

location: On campus

region: London

This event was organised by the University of Greenwich Islamic Society.

Uthman Lateef is senior lecturer at the Hittin Institute, a presenter on the Islam channel and
an author at Islam21c. during the Begg v British Broadcasting Corporation [2016] case, Justice
Haddon-cave listed Lateef as an “extremist speaker”. 57

Lateef has expressed support for convicted terrorists including Mohammed Hamid and Aafia
Siddiqui. 58 In 2009, he shared a platform with Al-Qaeda recruiter Anwar al-Awlaki 59 and they
taught a course together in East London with the Al Wasatiyyah Foundation, alongside Murtaza
khan.60 Lateef has promoted the idea that there is a war between Islam and the West, and he
has appeared to discourage Muslims from co-operating with the police and the law. 61 Lateef
has stated that the devil “will come from the Jews of Isfahan [in Iran] and he will have with him
70,000 Jews”, and has appeared to support violent jihad, stating that “The Muslims will take
for their army a people…they will for fight for death, they will fight to die, for martyrdom in
Allah’s cause”. 62 Lateef has expressed support for several concerning organisations including

53 ‘new Quilliam Report – Re-Programming British Muslims: A Study of the Islam channel’, Quilliam, 26 March 2010, available
at: www.quilliaminternational.com/new-quilliam-report-re-programming-british-muslims-a-study-of-the-islam-channel/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

54 Ibid.  
55 ‘Police Adviser Should Be Sacked over Terror Links, Says Baroness neville-Jones’, The Telegraph, 16 december 2008,

available at: www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/law-and-order/3779430/Police-adviser-should-be-sacked-over-terror-links-
says-Baroness-neville-Jones.html, last visited: 5 January 2019. For additional information, see: ‘Extremism on The Airwaves’,
The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, available at: https://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/HJS-
Extremism-on-the-Airwaves-Report-web.pdf pp.31-4.

56 ‘University of Greenwich Islamic Society –Greenwich ISoc’, Facebook, 8 October 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/
isocgreenwich/photos/pcb.1454721294575007/1454721247908345/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.

57 Begg v British Broadcasting corporation, 2016, EWHc 2688(qb), 28 October 2016, available at: https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/
wpcontent/uploads/2016/10/shakeel-begg-v-bbc-judgment-final-20161028.pdf, last visited: 21 February 2018.

58 ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018,
available at: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/HJS-Islamist-charity-Report.pdf pp.92-6.

59 ‘The End of Time… A new Beginning’, Eventbrite – WebArchive, available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20181205164631/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-end-of-timea-new-beginning-tickets-227799354#, last visited: 5 January 2019.

60 ‘Al Wasatiyyah Foundation’, Al Wasatiyyah – WebArchive, available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20090425100811/
http:/www.alwasatiyyah.com:80/courses.php?courseId=5, last visited: 5 January 2019.

61 ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018,
available at: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/HJS-Islamist-charity-Report.pdf pp.92-6.

62 ‘The Moderation and Tolerance of Uthman Lateef’, Harry’s Place, 8 March 2010, available at:
http://hurryupharry.org/2010/03/08/the-moderation-and-tolerance-of-uthman-lateef/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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HHUGS, Islamic Help, cage and Interpal (see entry no. 3.72), and has shared platforms with
extremist cleric Shakeel Begg and former Al-Muhajiroun63 member Usman Ali. 64

3.08  06/10/2017 – university of Sheffield – ‘protect this house Weekend Seminar’ 65

Speaker/s: Abu Eesa niamatulluah 

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute

topic: Religious Governance

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

Abu Eesa niamatullah is an instructor for the Al-Maghrib Institute. He has called Zionists “dogs”,66

British people “animals” 67 and said that “Jews blow up babies like as if it’s a computer game
[sic]”.68 He has also called liberal Muslims “the biggest danger within our community”, opposed
the notion of women in the workplace 69 and criticised Muslims who are more “loyal” to the
state than their “primary nation which is the nation of Islam”. 70

Other instructors at Al-Maghrib include Abudllah Hakim Quick, who was listed as an extremist
speaker  by  Justice  Haddon-cave  in  the  case  of  Shakeel Begg v British Broadcasting
Corporation (2016) 71, and the ‘hardline’ cleric Yasir Qadhi. 72

3.09  11/10/2017 – university of london, SOaS – ‘guidance through uni life’ 73

Speaker/s: Asim khan (see entry no. 3.05)

Organisation: Sabeel

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: London

This event was organised by the SOAS Islamic Society.

63 ‘cleric with Link to Rigby killer Arrested over cash for Syria’, The Sunday Times, 9 March 2014, available at:
www.thetimes.co.uk/article/cleric-with-link-to-rigby-killer-arrested-over-cash-for-syria-6sd79670ttd, last visited: 5 January 2019.

64 ‘dr. Aafia Siddiqui : Tried before Trial’, IslamicBoard, February 2006, available at: www.islamicboard.com/islamic-events/
134293697-aafia-siddiqui-tried-trial-uthman-lateef-amp-usaman-ali-luton-21-02-10-free.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

65 ‘Shaykh Abu Easa niamatullah: Protect This House (Single Weekend)’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/
events/109285509758605/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

66 ‘Abu Easa’, Facebook, 3 April 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/AbuEesaPersonal/posts/988136258016208,
last visited: 26 April 2018.

67 ‘The baroness, Islamic extremists and a question of free speech’, The Telegraph, 22 March 2015, available at:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/11488175/The-baroness-Islamic-extremists-and-a-question-of-free-speech.html,
last visited: 26 April 2018.

68 ‘dangerous drivel that inspired Manchester bomber has poisoned a significant number of British Muslims’, The Times
of Israel, 28 May 2017, available at: http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/dangerous-drivel-that-inspired-manchester-bomber-has-
poisoned-a-significant-number-of-british-muslims/, last visited: 26 April 2018.

69 Ibid. 
70 dangerous drivel that inspired Manchester bomber has poisoned a significant number of British Muslims’, The Times

of Israel, 28 May 2017, available at: http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/dangerous-drivel-that-inspired-manchester-bomber-has-
poisoned-a-significant-number-of-british-muslims/, last visited: 26 April 2018

71 Begg v British Broadcasting Corporation, 2016, EWHc 2688(qb), 28 October 2016, available at: https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/
wpcontent/uploads/2016/10/shakeel-begg-v-bbc-judgment-final-20161028.pdf, last visited: 21 February 2018. 

72 ‘Hardline cleric Is Invited to Uk by Islamic charity for Fundraising Tour, The Sunday Times, 11 April 2017, available
at: www.thetimes.co.uk/article/hardline-cleric-is-invited-to-uk-by-islamic-charity-for-fundraising-tour-g638jlcqf,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

73 ‘Ust Asim khan – ‘Guidance through Uni Life’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
1594985440544447/?active_tab=about, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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3.10  13/10/2017 – university of birmingham – ‘mental health day – the conference’ 74

Speaker/s: Alyas karmani, Ahmed Hankir

Organisation: Mend

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was organised by the University of Birmingham Islamic Society and an additional
speaker joined the above panellists.

Ahmed Hankir is chair of Mend’s Working Group in Leeds. 75

Alyas karmani was director at Street Uk, 76 a “radical Islamic group” with links to the Trojan
Horse scandal in Birmingham.77 Street Uk had funding from the government cancelled in 2011,
after paying for the publication of an ultra-conservative Salafi booklet that included fatwas
opposing secular laws, calling participation in parliament a “sin” and describing “those who
speak in the name of ‘freedom of religion’ as enemies of Islam. 78 Street Uk’s website also
published advice from anti-Semitic and extremist Salafi clerics, although it has since been
dissolved. 79 karmani is a former Respect Party – now independent – Bradford councillor who
is involved with the Bradford Muslim Education Forum, which holds meetings with “all the key
figures” of the Trojan Horse scandal. 80 In a recorded speech about the Islamic State, karmani
claimed that the terror group adopt the “Zionist methodology”, and that there is a “direct
parallel” between ISIS and Zionism, from militarism to ethnic cleansing.81

3.11  16/10/2017 – university of cambridge – ‘mEnd Islamophobia resilience workshop’ 82

Speaker/s: Unspecified Mend speakers

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: East of England

This event was organised by the cambridge Islamic Society. 

74 ‘University of Birmingham Islamic Society’, Facebook, 13 October 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/
UoBIslamicSociety/photos/a.10152428637702600.1073741826.123771907599/10155308357492600/?type=3&theater,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

75 ‘MEnd at THE MInSTER – Landmark Event at the Leeds Minster to Raise Awareness about Islamophobia’, Mend,
14 december 2017, available at: mend.org.uk/news/mend-minster-landmark-event-leeds-minster-raise-awareness-
islamophobia/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

76 ‘Mohammed Alyas kARMAnI’, Companies House, available at: https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/officers/
Mgo2_JSXXgJnusUmXF1a_FdML5U/appointments, last visited: 5 January 2019.

77 ‘child Sex Scandal council Hires ‘Mentors’ Linked to Hard-Liners, The Telegraph, 22 February 2015, available at:
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/11427391/child-sex-scandal-council-hires-mentors-linked-to-hard-liners.html,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

78 Ibid.
79 ‘child Sex Scandal council Hires ‘Mentors’ Linked to Hard-Liners, The Telegraph, 22 February 2015, available at:

www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/11427391/child-sex-scandal-council-hires-mentors-linked-to-hard-liners.html,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

80 ‘child Sex Scandal council Hires ‘Mentors’ Linked to Hard-Liners, The Telegraph, 22 February 2015, available at:
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/11427391/child-sex-scandal-council-hires-mentors-linked-to-hard-liners.html,
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

81 ‘Alyas karmani on Islamic State and Zionism’, Harry’s Place, 16 April 2017, available at: hurryupharry.org/2017/04/16/
alyas-karmani-on-islamic-state-and-zionism/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

82 ‘MEnd Islamophobia workshop’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/125160404864552/
?active_tab=discussion, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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3.12  19/10/2017 – university of london, Queen mary – ‘maghfirah – the Story of Yunus aS’83

Speaker/s: Asim khan (see entry no. 3.05)

Organisation: Sabeel

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: London

This event was organised by the Queen Mary Islamic Society.

3.13  19/10/2017 – university of Sheffield – ‘deen and dissertations: balancing university life
with Islam’84

Speaker/s: Alyas karmani (see entry no. 3.10)

Organisation: n/A

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This event was organised by the University of Sheffield Islamic circle. The Facebook post of
the event stated that the topic of the talk had been “slightly changed” due to popular demand.

3.14  20/10/2017 – university of london, SOaS – ‘a Study of Surah Yusuf’ 85

Speaker/s: Asif Uddin

Organisation: Sabeel

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: London

This event was promoted as a weekly course, with 27 dates secured between 20 October 2017
and 20 April 2018.

Asif Uddin is a lecturer at Sabeel and chief editor of Islam21c 86 – both projects founded by
Haitham al-Haddad’s MRdF charity. 87 In an interview with Hiba magazine, Uddin praised al-
Haddad as “inspirational” and noted that the scholar had a “very strong impact” on him.88 In the
past, Uddin has appeared as a representative of the ‘Justice for Anis Sardar’ campaign,89 despite
Sardar’s conviction for murder in May 2015 for his role in an attack on US forces in Iraq. 90 Uddin
has also described Jews as one of the “outside conspiring forces stifling progress for Muslims”. 91

83 ‘Maghfirah – The Story of Yunus AS’, QMIsoc, 19 October 2017, available at: www.qmisoc.co.uk/events/2017/10/19/
maghfirah-the-story-of-yunus-as, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

84 ‘Sheffield Islamic circle – USIc’, Facebook, 17 October 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/University.of.Sheffield.
Islamic.circle/photos/a.155631714626122/818318781690742/?type=3&theater&ifg=1, last visited: 5 January 2019.

85 ‘A Study of Surah Yusuf’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/355359924906390/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
86 Author Archives: Asif Uddin’, Islam21C, available at: http://www.islam21c.com/author/asifuddin/, last visited: 5 February 2018. 
87 ‘Our Projects’, MRDF, available at: http://www.mrdf.co.uk/, last visited: 29 January 2018. 
88 ‘Ustadh Asif Aziz-uddin’, Hiba Magazine, available at: 26 September 2017, available at:

http://www.hibamagazine.com/interview-with-ustadh-asif-aziz-uddin/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
89 ‘Brothers Behind Bars’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1050057088362023/, last visited: 5 February 2018.
90 Anis Sardar trial: Iraq bombmaker trapped by sticky tape’, BBC News, 21 May 2015, available at:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk32780002, last visited: 5 February 2018. 
91 Uddin, A., ‘Reflection on Egypt: Are We Ready To Live Under the Sharia?’, Islam21C, 15 August 2013, available at:

https://www.islam21c.com/politics/reflection-on-egypt-are-we-ready-to-live-under-the-sharia/ , last visited: 5 February 2018.
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3.15  20/10/2017-22/10/2017 university of birmingham – ‘Fitnah: tafsir of Surat ale Imran’92

Speaker/s: Abu Easa niamatullah (see entry no. 3.08)

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute 

topic: Religious Governance 

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This two-day course was run by the Al-Maghrib Institute and offered University of Birmingham
Islamic  Society  members  a  reduced  price.  The  advertisement  stated  “Fitnah,  Trials,
Tribulations…how does one recover or protect themself? [sic] The Answer…Amazingly…is in
The Qur’an”. The post also included links to the Al-Maghrib social media pages.

3.16  23/10/2017 – nottingham trent university – ‘nasheeds by muslim belal’ 93

Speaker/s: Muslim Belal 

Organisation: n/A

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: East Midlands

This  event  was  organised  by  nottingham  Trent  Islamic  Society.  Event  ticket  prices  were
donated to a designated charity for their ‘charity Week’ campaign. charity Week is a national
campaign run by Islamic Relief that is hosted at a vast number of Uk universities. 94

Ashley Belal chin [“Muslim Belal”] is a performer linked to the “institutionally problematic”
charity Helping Households Under Great Stress (HHUGS), 95 who co-wrote a nasheed [song]
in praise of Al-Qaeda associate Aafia Siddiqui. 96

3.17  25/10/2017 – university of manchester – ‘the lynching’ 97

Speaker/s: Jackie Walker (see entry no. 3.01)

Organisation: Momentum

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: north West

92 ‘University of Birmingham Islamic Society’, Facebook, 17 October 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/
UoBIslamicSociety/posts/10155318734437600, last visited: 5 January 2019.

93 ‘nasheeds By Muslim Belal’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/144671862813865/?acontext=%
7B%22ref%22%3A%223%22%2c%22ref_newsfeed_story_type%22%3A%22regular%22%2c%22feed_story_type%22%3A
%22117%22%2c%22action_history%22%3A%22null%22%7d, last visited: 5 January 2019.

94 ‘Annual Report 2017’, Islamic Relief, 2017, available at: https://www.islamic-relief.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/
2018/10/cW2017-Annual-Report-1.pdf , last visited: 5 January 2019.

95 Webb, E., ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit The Uk charity Sector’, The Henry Jackson Society,
February 2018, available at: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Wolves-in-Sheeps-clothes.pdf,
last visited: 27 February 2018, p.88.

96 Aafia Siddiqui 650’, YouTube, 25 January 2011, available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_RJFenIOsjo,
last visited: 27 February 2018.

97 ‘Jackie Walker: The Lynching’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/629630700759085/?acontext=
%7B%22source%22%3A5%2c%22page_id_source%22%3A329400403870182%2c%22action_history%22%3A[%7B%22
surface%22%3A%22page%22%2c%22mechanism%22%3A%22main_list%22%2c%22extra_data%22%3A%22%7B%5c%22page
_id%5c%22%3A329400403870182%2c%5c%22tour_id%5c%22%3Anull%7d%22%7d]%2c%22has_source%22%3Atrue%7d,
last visited: 5 January 2019.
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This event was organised by the University of Manchester BdS campaign, in association with
BME Manchester [campaign for Black and Minority Ethnic students]. The event description
states that “Jackie’s black mother and Jewish father fought for civil rights in 1950s US. now
history repeats itself as a witch hunt threatens the corbyn movement and Jackie a main target.
[sic] despite being Jewish, she is attacked as anti-semitic [sic] soon after she starts to talk
about the injustice Palestinians face under decades of Israeli occupation.”

3.18  26/10/2017 – St george’s, university of london – ‘Sgul charity Week dinner 2017’98

Speaker/s: Muslim Belal (see entry no. 3.16)

Organisation: n/A

topic: Miscellaneous

location: Off campus

region: London

This event was organised by St George’s, University of London Islamic Society for its annual
‘charity Week’ campaign.

3.19  02/11/2017 – university of london, Queen mary – ‘adhaab – the Story of Saalih (aS)’99

Speaker/s: Abu Haneefah Sohail

Organisation: n/A

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: London

This event was organised by the Queen Mary Islamic Society.

Sohail has written extensively for Islam21c, 100 the “online platform” of the Muslim Research
and development Foundation (MRdF) with connections to Haitham al-Haddad. 101 The website
has also been described by anti-extremist activist Sara khan as following a “Salafi-Islamist
editorial line”. 102 Sohail has described Israel as “a Zionist military outpost in the Middle East
masquerading  as  a  nation  state”  and  claimed  that  the  “foundation  of  this  genocidal
masquerade is a fabricated religious dogma which seeks to annihilate the sacred sanctuary of
al-Haram al-Sharif and replace it with a 2000 year-old mythical temple”.103 He has also warned
of “the relentless onslaught of the LGBT movement in schools to impose their outlook on
sexuality on the rest of the community”.104 Whilst remaining critical of the actions of the Islamic
State, Sohail has also argued that “it would be more [original emphasis] of a moral obligation
to condemn terrorism carried out by one’s own state, than that carried out by ISIS”. 105

98 ‘SGUL ISoc charity Week > SGUL charity Week dinner 2017’, Facebook, 22 October 2017, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/sgulcW/photos/gm.395525350863802/1616641185061835/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.

99 ‘Adhaab – The Story of Saalih’, Facebook, 2 november 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
1963784320504756/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

100 ‘Ustadh Abu Haneefah Sohail’, Islam21c, 8 January 2017, available at: www.islam21c.com/author/abuhaneefa/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
101 ‘Preventing Prevent? challenges to counter-Radicalisation Policy On campus’, Student Rights, 2015, available at:

http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Preventing-Prevent_webversion3.pdf, p. 53.
102 khan, S., and McMahon, T., The Battle for British Islam: Reclaiming Muslim Identity from Extremism (Saqi, 2016), p.62.
103 Sohail, A. H., ‘The ‘Temple Mount’ deceit’, Islam21c, 4 August 2017, available at:

https://www.islam21c.com/politics/the-temple-mount-deceit/, last visited: 6 november 2017.  
104 ‘Unisex Toilets in Schools – The new LGBT Battleground?’, Islam21C, 31 december 2016, available at:

www.islam21c.com/islamic-thought/unisex-toilets-in-schools-the-new-lgbt-battleground/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
105 ‘Muslims Must condemn!’’, Islam21C, 10 January 2016, available at: www.islam21c.com/politics/muslims-must-condemn/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
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3.20  02/11/2017 – university of birmingham – ‘doctors, Ethics, torture and guantanamo’
with moazzam begg and Shaker aamer. 106

Speaker/s: Moazzam Begg, Shaker Aamer

Organisation: cage

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On-campus

region: West Midlands

This event was organised by University of Birmingham honorary senior lecturer and consultant
neurologist, david nicholl. 107 nicholl arranged for Moazzam Begg and Shaker Aamer to speak
to medical students at the University of Birmingham on the subject of ethics and torture.

cage is an advocacy group that defends individuals convicted of terrorism. Senior figures
have praised Islamic militants, advocated for the implementation of sharia [Islamic law] in the
Uk, and refused to condemn brutal practises such as Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and
stoning. 108 cage has hosted Salafi-Islamist preachers such as Haitham al-Haddad, Shakeel
Begg and Abu Qatada at  its events, and  in 2009 attempted to video  link with Al-Qaeda
ideologue Anwar al-Awlaki. 109

Moazzam Begg is director of Outreach at cage. He has argued that Al-Qaeda clerics are “the
most credible voices” against the Islamic State, and described two men imprisoned after joining
an Al-Qaeda-linked terrorist group as “really good brothers”. 110 He was alleged by the US
government  to  have  been  a  member  of  Al-Qaeda,  who  provided  financial,  material  and
recruitment support for the terror group. 111 Begg was detained in Guantanamo Bay for nearly
three years, although he was never charged with an offence and denies any involvement with
terrorism.112 In 2008, he wrote an article for the cordoba Foundation praising Al-Qaeda founder
Abdullah  Azzam’s  “magisterial  discourse  on  jihad”. 113 He  was  re-arrested  with  terrorism
offences in 2014 after travelling to Syria, and believed to have attended a terrorist training
camp and facilitated terrorism overseas, 114 although the case eventually collapsed.115 Begg has
described jihadist Anwar al-Awalaki, who cage has supported since 2006 116 and who Begg

106 ‘campaigning Hagley doctor Brings Special Guests to Medical Lecture’, Hereford Times, 1 november 2017, available at:
www.herefordtimes.com/news/regional/15634534.campaigning_Hagley_doctor_brings_special_guests_to_medical_lecture/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

107 ‘david nicholl – Overview’, The Guardian, www.theguardian.com/profile/david-nicholl, last visited: 5 January 2019.
See also: ‘Home>Researchers>david nicholl>Research Projects’, University of Birmingham, available at:
https://research.birmingham.ac.uk/portal/en/persons/david-nicholl(eba74511-7a2a-43ca-a8c9-f18a4685e120)/projects.html,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

108 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, available
at: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/HJS-Profiting-from-Prejudice-Report.pdf, p.11.

109 ‘Top charities give £200,000 to group which supported al-Qaeda cleric’, The Telegraph, 6 november 2010, available at:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/terrorism-in-the-uk/8114913/Top-charities-give-200000-to-group-which-
supported-al-Qaeda-cleric.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

110 Turner, c. and S. Quadri, ‘Ex-Guantanamo Bay detainee Moazzam Begg says Isil is used as a “stick to beat” Muslims’,
The Telegraph, 21 May 2016, available at: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/05/20/ex-guantanamo-bay-detainee-
moazzam-begg-urges-people-to-go-to-sy/, last visited: 20 February 2018.

111 ‘The Guantanamo docket – Moazzam Begg’, The New York Times, available at: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/
projects/guantanamo/detainees/558-moazzam-begg/documents/5, last visited: 5 January 2019.

112 ‘Uk ex-Guantanamo detainee Moazzam Begg remanded in custody’, BBC News, 1 March 2014, available at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-26395066, last visited: 5 January 2019.

113 ‘European East and West: conflict and continuum’, The Cordoba Foundation, 2008, available at:
http://www.thecordobafoundation.com/attach/Arches_issue_02x_Web.pdf, last visited: 5 January 2019, p.26.

114 ‘Ex-guantanamo detainee Moazzam Begg arrested by terror police’, BBC News, 25 February 2014, available at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-26335261, last visited: 5 January 2019.

115 ‘Moazzam Begg released after terror charges dropped’, BBC News, 1 October 2014, available at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-29442623, last visited: 5 January 2019.

116 ‘Radical Islam on Uk campuses’, Centre for Social Cohesion – WebArchive, 2010, available at; http://web.archive.org/
web/20110304042900/http:/www.socialcohesion.co.uk/files/1292336866_1.pdf, last visited: 5 January 2019, p.13.
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has personally  interviewed, 117 as a  “prominent figure…who had had the US War on Terror
mechanism affect him”. 118 In 2016, the Telegraph reported that Begg had encouraged people
to  go  to  Syria  and  “defend  the  revolution”  against  President  Assad,  and  accused  the
government of using the Islamic State as a “stick to beat us [Muslims] with”. 119 He has likened
the Prevent strategy to the Stasi secret police, and reportedly told students that they should
have sympathy for jihadists fighting for Al nusra. 120

Shaker Aamer was determined by the US Government to be a “member of al-Qaeda tied to
the European support network” and a “close associate of Usama bin Laden” with “connections
to several other senior extremist members.” 121 He was believed to be a recruiter, financier and
facilitator for the terror group, with a history of participating in jihadist combat. 122 Aamer was
detained in Afghanistan and held at Guantanamo Bay from 2002 until 2015 – although never
charged – during which time he claims he was tortured. 123 Aamer denies he was an associate
of terrorism and maintains he was in Afghanistan working for a charity, and his case was taken
up by human rights groups including Amnesty International 124 and Reprieve. 125

3.21  03/11/2017 – university of london, SOaS – ‘From Orientalism to Islamophobia…What
next?’ 126

Speaker/s: Shenaz Bunglawala, Hatem Bazian (Skype)

Organisation: Mend, Zaytuna college 

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

The event was hosted by SOAS Islamic Society and the Ramadan Tent Project (RTP), and two
other speakers also featured on the panel.

Shenaz Bunglawala is the former Head of Research at iEngage/Mend. concerns about the
group’s links to extremism led to her removal as secretary for the All-Party Parliamentary Group
(APPG) on Islamophobia in 2011. 127

117 ‘Moazzam Begg Interviews Imam Anwar Al Awlaki’, Cage, 28 december 2019, available at:
https://www.cage.ngo/moazzam-begg-interviews-imam-anwar-al-awlaki, last visited: 5 January 2019.

118 ‘cage: human rights advocates or apologists for terror?’, Channel 4, 11 March 2015, available at:
https://www.channel4.com/news/cage-human-rights-advocates-or-apologists-for-terror, last visited: 5 January 2019.

119 ‘Ex-Guantanamo Bay detainee Moazzam Begg says Isil is used as a “stick to beat” Muslims’, The Telegraph, 21 May 2016,
available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/05/20/ex-guantanamo-bay-detainee-moazzam-begg-urges-people-
to-go-to-sy/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

120 ‘Six universities face inquiry over cage campus talks’, The Telegraph, 6 January 2016, available at:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/12085765/Six-universities-face-inquiry-over-cage-campus-talks.html,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

121 For a fuller profile, see: ‘Wolves In Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit The Uk charitable Sector’,
The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, available at: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/
Wolves-in-Sheeps-clothes.pdf, pp.124-126.

122 ‘JTF-GTMO detainee Assessment’, U.S. Naval Station – Joint Task Force Guantanamo, 1 november 2007, available at:
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/82693/isn-239-shaker-aamer-jtf-gtmo-detainee-assessment.pdf, last visited: 5
January 2019.

123 ‘Last Uk Guantanamo Bay detainee Lands in Britain’, BBC, 30 October 2015, available at: www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-34675324,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

124 ‘Shaker Aamer: 13 Years in Guantánamo Bay, never charged with Any crime’, Amnesty International UK, 25 September 2018,
available at: www.amnesty.org.uk/shaker-aamer-13-years-guantanamo-bay-torture-uk, last visited: 5 January 2019.

125 ‘Shaker Aamer – Overview’, Reprieve, available at: reprieve.org.uk/case-study/shaker-aamer/?gclid=cjwkcAjw6-_eBRBXEiwA-
5zHab8T7vvjZyFGyo1dk08cgOsO6asj_O9wI_S2IMkQd7SSRgQqiTa4hxocXxcQAvd_BwE, last visited: 5 January 2019.

126 ‘From Orientalism to Islamophobia...where next?’, Eventbrite, www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/from-orientalism-to-
islamophobiawhere-next-tickets-39268326622#, last visited: 5 January 2019.

127 ‘MPs Walk out in Battle over Islamist Group, The Telegraph, 30 January 2011, available at: www.telegraph.co.uk/
journalists/andrew-gilligan/8290965/MPs-walk-out-in-battle-over-Islamist-group.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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Hatem Bazian co-founded the controversial Zaytuna college (see entry no. 3.47) in Berkeley,
california. He has equated Israel to the nazis, claimed that Jewish and pro-Israel groups are
the driving force behind Islamophobia 128 and posted tweets that Israel harvests organs. 129 He
has also been filmed at a rally calling for an intifada [violent uprising] in America. 130

This event was part of Mend’s 2017  Islamophobia Awareness Month campaign (IAM). The
campaign provided a mainstream platform for Mend’s affiliate partners, often those with a high
profile extremist history. 131

3.22  03/11/2017 – university of greenwich – ‘Jumu’ah Service: the Importance of charity’ 132

Speaker/s: Uthman Lateef (see entry no. 3.07)

Organisation: Hittin Institute

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: London

This event was part of Greenwich Islamic Society’s ‘charity Week’ that raised funds for the
Ummah Welfare Trust (UWT). 133

The UWT has had its bank account closed by Barclays in 2008 and HSBc in 2014, with the
latter stating that the charity’s accounts fell “outside of their risk appetite”, 134 with a risk likely
related to money laundering or terrorism.135 In 2004, the UWT described the British government
as “an enemy to Islam and the Muslims”, called the Police and Intelligence services “filthy
human beings”, and claimed that should “a ‘Muslim’ officer or ‘scholar’ “question you; he is on
their side, not yours. It is a trap”. 136 The UWT has eulogised Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the spiritual
leader and founder of Hamas, and shared material praising martyrdom. The charity has been
further criticised for providing funds to groups linked to Hamas. 137

3.23  03/11/2017-08/11/2017 – brunel university – ‘uxbridge Islamophobia Exhibition’ 138

Speaker/s: Unspecified 

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

128 ‘Promoting Islamophobia – Occupy AIPAc 2012 Workshop’, YouTube, 2 May 2012, available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8_pPscxHYo&feature=youtu.be&t=11m10s , last visited: 20 February 2018.

129 Zieve, T., ‘Uc Berkeley Jewish Students demand Action Over “Antisemitic” Professor’, The Jerusalem Post, 3 december 2017.
130 ‘Profiles in Hate: Hatem Bazian’, Campus Watch, 5 november 2011, available at: http://www.campus-watch.org/article/

id/11850, last visited: 20 February 2018; ‘Radical Hatem Bazian calls for Intifada (armed uprising) in the USA!!’, YouTube,
23 March 2015, available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mfv5yakxngo, last visited: 20 February 2018.

131 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, available
at: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/HJS-Profiting-from-Prejudice-Report.pdf.

132 ‘University of Greenwich Islamic Society –Greenwich ISoc’, Facebook, 2 november 2019, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/isocgreenwich/photos/a.850879141625895/1476119135768556/?type=3&theater,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

133 ‘Greenwich charity Week 2017, BT – MyDonate, available at: https://mydonate.bt.com/teams/grecharityweek2017?fbclid=
IwAR34u04cIPem8OevlnpkXh-aa4oj0capsBRJ00ZgM3MB-dLkGvXAbTmeIxg, last visited: 5 January 2019.

134 ‘HSBc to close Bank Accounts of Islamic Aid charity after “Risk Appetite” Review’, Third Sector, 15 August 2018, available
at: www.thirdsector.co.uk/hsbc-close-bank-accounts-islamic-aid-charity-risk-appetite-review/governance/article/1305312,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

135 ‘More Uk bank accounts held by Muslim organisations risk closure’ The Guardian, 10 August 2014, available at:
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/aug/10/hsbc-muslim-accounts-close , last visited: 22 January 2018.

136 ‘A Practical Guide to dealing With Hassle From British Authoritied’, Ummah Welfare Trust – WebArchive, 29 August 2004,
available at: http://web.archive.org/web/20040829232726/www.uwt.org/download/whattodo.htm , last visited: 22 January 2018.

137 ‘charities providing Palestine aid are victims of ‘sinister agenda’, Third Sector, 07 January 2008, available at:
https://www.thirdsector.co.uk/charities-providing-palestine-aid-victims-sinister-agenda/finance/article/871485,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

138 ‘Uxbridge | Islamophobia Exhibition’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/127287407915193/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.
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topic: Grievances 

location: On campus

region: London

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’
campaign. 139

3.24  06/11/2017-08/11/2017 – university of london, SOaS – ‘central london Islamophobia
Exhibition’ 140

Speaker: Unspecified 

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances 

location: On campus

region: London

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’
campaign. 141

3.25  07/11/2017 – university of West England (uWE) – ‘bristol Islamophobia Exhibition’ 142

Speaker: Unspecified 

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: South West

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’
campaign. 143

3.26  07/11/2017 – university of Wolverhampton – ‘mend presentation’ 144

Speaker: Unspecified Mend speakers

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus 

region: West Midlands 

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’
campaign. 145

139 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018. 
140 ‘central London | Islamophobia Exhibition’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/125598661443887/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
141 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018.
142 ‘@Bristol_SU’, Twitter, 7 november 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/Bristol_SU/status/927959039736152065,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
143 Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018.
144 ‘Wolves Isoc’, Facebook, 5 november 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/wolves.isoc/photos/

a.797969986925006.1073741830.715175125204493/1494055690649762/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.
145 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018.
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3.27  07/11/2017-09/11/2017 – university of cardiff – ‘cardiff Islamophobia Exhibition’ 146

Speaker: Unspecified 

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus 

region: Wales 

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’
campaign. 147

3.28  08/11/2017-09/11/2017 – london School of Economics – ‘central london Islamophobia
Exhibition’ 148

Speaker: Unspecified 

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus 

region: London 

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’
campaign. 149

3.29  08/11/2017-11/11/2017 – cardiff metropolitan university – ‘cardiff Islamophobia
Exhibition’ 150

Speaker: Unspecified 

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: Wales 

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’
campaign. 151

3.30  09/11/2017 – university of roehampton – Isoc charity Week dinner ‘Seeking
redemption: a Journey back to Your lord’ 152

Speaker: Muslim Belal (see entry no. 3.16), Yahya al-Raaby 

Organisation: n/A 

146 ‘cardiff | Islamophobia Exhibition’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1982655761948268/,
last visited: 5 January 2018.

147 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018.
148 ‘central London | Islamophobia’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/482312252152884/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
149 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018.
150 ‘cardiff | Islamophobia Exhibition’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/505850486458528/,

last visited: 6 January 2019.
151 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018.
152 ‘@RoehamptonISOc’, Facebook, 2 november 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/roehamptonIsoc/status/

926193370371944448, last visited: 6 January 2019.
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topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: London 

This event was hosted by the University of Roehampton Islamic Society.

Yahya al-Raaby has called Shia Muslims “devils”, 153 described them using the derogatory term
rafida [rejectors] 154 and tweeted “Shia doing dawah in Africa, guys we need to step up…we
cant let this happen [sic]”. 155 Al-Raaby has promoted the Ummah Welfare Trust (see entry no.
3.22), 156 co-organised an event at Greenwich University with “hate preacher”157 Yusha Evans,158

and was a speaker for the ‘Read and Ascend’ tour with Asim khan (see entry no. 3.05). 159

3.31  10/11/2017 – university of london, ucl – ‘Segregated and unequal: palestinian life in
apartheid Israel’ 160

Speaker: Azzam Tamimi, Miko Peled (see entry no. 3.02)

Organisation: n/A 

topic: Geopolitics

location: On campus

region: London  

Azzam Tamimi is a former Muslim Brotherhood spokesman in Jordan, who has been labelled
Hamas’ “special envoy” to Britain. 161 At a Queen Mary University event in 2012, Tamimi said that
sacrificing his life as a “martyr” for Palestine would be “a noble cause”, and that it would be “the
straight way to pleasing my God and I would do it if I had the opportunity.” 162 Tamimi has stated
“I have a great honor to be close to Hamas”, lamented that he does not have a leadership role
within the organisation and described political leader khaled Meshal as a close childhood friend.163

The event faced heavy criticism 164 yet went ahead with a security presence. 165 Tamimi was
recorded claiming he had been “silenced” for previous comments defending Hamas’ suicide

153 ‘Yahya Al-Raaby’, Twitter, 11 november 2012, available at:  https://twitter.com/YahyaRaaby/status/267657087994167296,
last visited: 21 March 2018. 

154 ‘Yahya Al-Raaby’, Twitter, 12 november 2013, available at:  https://twitter.com/YahyaRaaby/status/400405684568997888,
last visited: 21 March 2018. 

155 ‘Yasin Al-Waailee’, Twitter, 16 March 2018, available at:  https://twitter.com/YasinMMunye/status/974728718231928833 , last
visited: 21 March 2018. 

156 ‘Yahya Al-Raaby’, Twitter, 27 January 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/YahyaRaaby/status/825036105271631872 ,
last visited: 21 March 2018. 

157 ‘Hate preacher “sickened” by Muslims who associate with “non believers” and a suspect in 1993 World Trade centre bombing
to give keynote speeches at Sydney Islamic conference’, Daily Mail, 4 May 2017, available at: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/
news/article-4473968/Muslim-hate-preacher-Yusha-Evans-speak-Sydney-Islam-event.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

158 ‘Yahya Al-Raaby’, Twitter, 15 February 2017, available at:  https://twitter.com/YahyaRaaby/status/831967591140823040,
last visited: 21 March 2018. 

159 ‘Read and Ascend’, Twitter, 12 March 2018, available at:  https://twitter.com/ReadAndAscendUk/status/973209233692024832,
last visited: 21 March 2018. 

160 ‘Segregated and Unequal: Palestinian Life In Apartheid Israel’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
150816542324944/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

161 ‘UcL Students in Protest over pro-Palestinian Speakers Azzam Tamimi and Miko Peled’, The Sunday Times, 10 november
2017, available at: www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ucl-students-in-protest-over-pro-palestinian-speakers-azzam-tamimi-and-
miko-peled-d8tt55nfz, last visited: 5 January 2019.

162 ‘controversial Palestinian Academic Hails ‘Martyrdom’ U.k. Event’, Haaretz, 10 April 2018, available at:
www.haaretz.com/1.5191865, last visited: 5 January 2019.

163 Ibid.
164 ‘Jewish UcL Students “Horrified” by Anti-Israel Event’, The Jewish Chronicle, november 2017, available at:

www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/jewish-students-concerned-over-speakers-booked-for-campus-event-1.447565,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

165 ‘Miko Peled: Zionists do not deserve a Platform’, The Jewish Chronicle, 12 november 2017, available at:
www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/miko-peled-zionists-do-not-deserve-a-platform-1.447859, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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bombings, laying blame on the “efforts of the pro-Israel lobby”. 166 He claimed that Zionism is a
“racist ideology” which determines a chosen land for a select group of people. In one heated
exchange, Peled argued “Why should we tolerate Zionists?...Would we allow any members of the
kkk? Would we allow nazis? no. On that same token, Zionists do not deserve a platform.” 167

According to the The Jewish Chronicle, when a student asked Tamimi about his comments
regarding suicide bombing, other audience members began to “shout in outrage”, saying “shut
your mouth”, and security started “converging” on the student. 168 Tamimi responded in anger,
asking “What do you expect [Hamas] to do? Of course, they will rebel, they will fight, they will
do something”, while Peled added “I’m not going to tell [Hamas] how they need to respond.
The expectation that Palestinians will not respond with violence is absurd. Is it right or is it
wrong is not the question”, to which the audience applauded. 169

3.32  10/11/2017 – university of newcastle – newcastle Islamophobia Exhibition 170

Speaker: Unspecified 

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances 

location: On campus

region: north East

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’
campaign. 171

3.33  13/11/2017-14/11/2017 – university of london, king’s college london – ‘central london
– Islamophobia Exhibition’ 172

Speaker/s: Unspecified 

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’
campaign. 173

3.34  14/11/2017 – cardiff metropolitan university – ‘cardiff – Islamophobia Exhibition’ 174

Speaker/s: Unspecified 

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

166 ‘Miko Peled: Zionists do not deserve a Platform’, The Jewish Chronicle, 12 november 2017, available at:
www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/miko-peled-zionists-do-not-deserve-a-platform-1.447859, last visited: 5 January 2019.

167 Ibid.
168 Ibid. 
169 Ibid.
170 ‘newcastle University Islamic Society’, Facebook, 6 november 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nclISoc/

photos/pcb.1465763726793676/1465763646793684/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.
171 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018.
172 ‘central London | Islamophobia Exhibition’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/373713243064769/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
173 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018.
174 ‘cardiff | Islamophobia Exhibition’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/873830836114081/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.

EXTREME SPEAkERS And EvEnTS: In THE 2017/18 AcAdEMIc YEAR



32

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: Wales

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’
campaign. 175 The event was subsequently cancelled for reasons unknown.

3.35  14/11/2017 – university of london, king’s college london – ‘muslim Women in the West:
Islamophobia awareness month’ 176

Speaker/s: Arzu Merali, Huma Malik

Organisation: Islamic Human Rights commission (IHRc), Mend

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by various king’s college London campaign groups, and was endorsed
by the university’s Middle East department. 177 This event formed part of Mend’s IAM campaign,
and four other speakers also featured on the panel. 178

Huma Malik is Mend’s Islamophobia Response Unit (IRU) caseworker. 

Arzu Merali is co-founder and director of IHRc. The charity has campaigned for the release of
convicted terrorists, 179 shown support for the Iranian Hezbollah militia 180 and, in 2017, director
nazim Ali blamed the Grenfell fire on “the Zionists”. 181 In 2015, the organisation awarded the
Charlie Hebdo magazine “Islamophobe of  the year”  two months after  the attack on  their
offices. 182 The  IHRc  jointly organise  the annual Al-Quds day march, which has  attracted
controversy for its “brazen” support of Hezbollah. 183

3.36  15/11/2017 – ucl – ‘Students not Suspects tour: ucl Stop’ 184

Speaker/s: Muhammad Rabbani

Organisation: cage

175 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018.
176 ‘Muslim Women in the West: Islamophobia Awareness Month’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/

1887801261548110/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
177 ‘@kingsMiddleEast’, Twitter, 14 november 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/kingsMiddleEast/status/

930470333701816320, last visited: 5 January 2019.
178 For more information about this event, see: ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’,

The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, p.19.
179 Harpin, L. ‘Al-Quds day speaker blames Grenfell Tower fire on “Zionists”‘, The Jewish Chronicle, 18 June 2017, available

at: https://www.thejc.com/news/uknews/al-quds-day-speaker-blames-grenfell-tower-fire-on-zionists-1.440193,
last visited: 20 February 2018.

180 ‘Sadiq kahn accused of “betraying Londoners” by Al Quds day organisers’, The Jewish News, 17 October 2017, available
at: http://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/sadiq-kahn-accused-of-betraying-londoners-by-al-quds-day-organisers/,
last visited: 20 February 2018.

181 Harpin, L. ‘Al-Quds day speaker blames Grenfell Tower fire on “Zionists”‘, The Jewish Chronicle, 18 June 2017, available
at: https://www.thejc.com/news/uknews/al-quds-day-speaker-blames-grenfell-tower-fire-on-zionists-1.440193,
last visited: 20 February 2018.

182 ‘charlie Hebdo given “Islamophobe of the Year” award’, The Independent, 11 March 2015, available at:
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/charlie-hebdo-murdered-staff-given-islamophobe-of-the-year-
award-10100317.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

183 ‘Flying terrorist flags in the capital is an insult to victims of the London attacks’, The Jewish News, 16 June 2017, available
at: http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/flyingterrorist-flags-in-the-capital-is-an-insult-to-victims-of-london-attacks/,
last visited: 26 February 2018.

184 ‘Students not Suspects Tour: UcL Stop’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1942500619295205/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.
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topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

This event was organised by the nUS Black Students campaign, and formed part of the wider
‘Students not Suspects’ campaign against Prevent. 185 Other speakers included: Hareem Ghani
(nUS); Ayo Olatunji (UcL BME), Ilyas nagdee (nUS), Saffa Mir (FOSIS) and Alia Malak (Student
Palestine Solidarity Project).

Both  Ayo  Olatunji  and  Illyas  nagdee  have  been  embroiled  in  controversies  surrounding
anti-Semitism. Olatunji has condemned the IHRA definition of anti-Semitism, compared Israeli
policy to that of the nazis and was criticised for “continuing to indulge in a racist trope” 186

after repeatedly endorsing the ‘Rothschilds’ conspiracy theory. 187 He has since resigned as a
member of the nUS’ national executive committee. 188

nagdee was criticised after appearing to support violence against Israelis, posting on social
media “The people of Palestine do not need to show anger on your terms. Their resistance
does not need to be palatable to you…no resistance to an occupying force has happened
through friendly natter.” 189

Muhammad  Rabbani  is  a  director  at  cage.  He  was  recently  arrested  and  convicted  at
Westminster Magistrates’ court of wilfully obstructing a stop-and-search under Schedule 7 of
the Terrorism Act. 190

3.37  15/11/2017 – university of bristol – ‘reporting and resilience Workshop’ 191

Speaker/s: Sahar al-Faifi

Organisation: Mend

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: South West

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’
campaign. 192

Sahar Al-Faifi is the South Wales and West England Regional Manager at Mend. At a controversial
SOAS  event  in  2015,  Al-Faifi  is  reported  to  have  claimed  that  ISIS was  created  by  “power

185 For more information on this campaign, see: ‘Tolerating the Intolerant – A Report on “Students not Suspects”‘, Student Rights,
2018, available at: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/HJS-Students-not-Suspects-web.pdf, p.35.

186 ‘Jewish students “disgusted by nus figure’s Rothschild and nazi-Israel tweets’, The Times of Israel, 22 August 2018, available
at: https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/jewish-students-disgusted-nus-figures-rothschild-and-nazi-israel-tweets/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

187 drawing on the old association of Jews with money, the Rothschild family has been cited in far-Right, far-Left and Islamist
settings as evidence of alleged Jewish (or Zionist) global control of finance and war. For more information, see: ‘Antisemitic
discourse in Britain 2015’, Community Security Trust (CST), available at: https://cst.org.uk/data/file/b/c/Antisemitic%20
discourse%20Report%202015.1482423626.pdf, last visited: 6 January 2019, p.26.

188 ‘national Union of Students Officer Resigns before censure vote on Tweets comparing Israel to nazis’, The Jewish Chronicle,
17 September 2018, available at: www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/national-union-of-students-officer-resigns-before-censure-
vote-on-tweets-comparing-israel-to-nazis-1.469856, last visited: 5 January 2019.

189 ‘UJS demands Action after Senior nUS Officer Questions IHRA Antisemitism definition’, The Jewish Chronicle, 31 July 2018,
available at: www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/ujs-demands-action-over-nus-officer-questioning-ihra-antisemitism-definition-
1.467810, last visited: 5 January 2019.

190 casciani, d., ‘Why cage director was guilty of withholding password’, BBC News, 25 September 2017, available at:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-41394156, last visited: 5 January 2019.

191 ‘IAMBristol: Reporting and Resilience workshop’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
388095018287954/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

192 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018.
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structures” in the West, and compared Islamophobia in contemporary Britain to the anti-Semitism
directed at Jews during the rise of the nazis. 193 On social media, Al-Faifi has insinuated that ISIS
is loyal to America,194 suggested that British authorities intentionally fail to prevent terror attacks
if the perpetrator is Muslim,195 and claimed that there is an “Islamophobia industry” consisting of
several Jewish philanthropists and members of the conservative Party. 196 Indulging in a further
anti-Semitic conspiracy, Al-Faifi tweeted “What about the Rothschild Jews and their branches in
Palestine, would such genetic research effect their banking empire [sic]”,197 and an alarming tweet
during the 2012 conflict between Israel and Hamas read “Zionists ran away since the first rocket
fell!  YOU knOW WHY? Because  it  is  not  their  land!  They  do  not  know HOW  to  die  for  it
#GAZA”. 198 Moreover,  Al-Faifi  has  displayed  support  for  Islamism  and  contempt  for  Muslim
minorities with the tweet, “nothing worse than a Shia who flipped and became a secularist attacking
Islamists! combining the worst of the two!” 199 and later expressed support for Jamaat-e-Islami
convicted war criminal Abdul Qader Molla as a “symbol of resistance against oppression”.200

3.38  15/11/2017 – university of leicester – ‘Survivor’ 201

Speaker/s: Moazzam Begg (see entry no. 3.20)

Organisation: cage

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: East Midlands

This event was organised by the University of Leicester Amnesty International Society.

3.39  16/11/2017 – university of Exeter – ‘causes and cures’ 202

Speaker/s: Sahar al-Faifi (see entry no. 3.37)

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances 

location: On campus

region: South West

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’
campaign. 203

193 ‘Islamic cleric Fadel Soliman Tours Uk Universities Promoting Extremist views’, The Daily Mail, 9 January 2016, available
at: www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3391194/Speaker-tells-students-s-fine-hit-wife-doesn-t-string-extremists-touring-
British-universities-unchallenged.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

194 ‘Mend: “Islamists Masquerading As civil Libertarians”‘, The Henry Jackson Society, 2017, available at:
http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/HJS-Mend-Report.pdf, p.24.

195 ‘Sahar Al-Faifi’, Facebook, 4 June 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/sahar.alfaifi/posts/10154832688204247,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

196 ‘Mend: “Islamists Masquerading As civil Libertarians”‘, The Henry Jackson Society, 2017, available at:
http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/HJS-Mend-Report.pdf, p.25.

197 Ibid, p.24.
198 ‘@SaharAlFaifi’, Twitter, 19 november 2012, available at: https://twitter.com/SaharAlFaifi/status/270644415738044416,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
199 ‘Sahar Al-Faifi and the Muslimah’s Renaissance’, Student Rights – WebArchive, available at: https://web.archive.org/

web/20180131075331/http://studentrights.org.uk/article/2171/sahar_al_faifi_and_the_muslimah_s_renaissance,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

200 ‘@SaharAlFaifi’, Twitter, 12 december 2013, available at: https://twitter.com/SaharAlFaifi/status/411174689189670912,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

201 ‘University of Leicester Islamic Society’, Facebook, 12 november 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/ULISoc/
photos/a.516137461806138.1073741845.510899098996641/1591702874249586/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.

202 ‘causes and cures’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/144930409466143/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
203 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018.

EXTREME SPEAkERS And EvEnTS: In THE 2017/18 AcAdEMIc YEAR



35

3.40  16/11/2017 – university of bradford – ‘Islamophobia: don’t hate What You don’t
understand’ 204

Speaker/s: Unspecified Mend Speakers

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances 

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This event was organised by the University of Bradford Union and the University of Bradford
Islamic Society. Five speakers featured on the panel. 205

The Human Relief Foundation sponsored the event.

3.41  16/11/2017 – kingston university – ‘manufacturing hate’ 
206 Speaker/s: Moazzam Begg, Bashir Ibrahim

Organisation: cage

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by kingston  Islamic Society and was advertised as part of Mend’s
Islamophobia Awareness Month.

Bashir  Ibrahim  is  a  kingston University  alum.  He  has  spoken  alongside  extremist  speakers 
Uthman Lateef 207 and Suleiman Gani 208 on previous  occasions  at  the  university,  claimed 
that the Uk Government is seeking to engineer “a Government sanctioned Islam” and stated 
that  the  security services’  “modus  operandi”  is  harassing  Muslims  –  in  which  he  uses  ISIS 
executioner Mohammed Emwazi and Lee Rigby murderer Michael Adebolajo as evidence of 
such treatment.209

3.42  16/11/2017 – Queen mary university – ‘Shukr – the Story of ayyub’ 210

Speaker/s: Alomgir Ali

Organisation: Muslim Research and development Foundation (MRdF)

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

204 ‘Bradford ISoc’, Facebook, 10 november 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/BradISoc/photos/a.1484129038522
216.1073741829.1476562369278883/1978752205726561/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.

205 More details can be found here: ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry
Jackson Society, 2018, p.12.

206 ‘kingston ISoc’, Facebook, 7 november 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/kingstonisoc/photos/a.15061208
79635305.1073741830.1483829255197801/1983806945200027/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.

207 kingstonISOc, ‘@kingstonISOc’, Twitter, 30 december 2015, available at: https://twitter.com/kingstonisoc/status/
682227820651778048, last visited: 20 February 2018.

208 kingstonISOc, ‘@kingstonISOc’, Twitter, 30 december 2015, available at: https://twitter.com/kingstonisoc/status/
682227820651778048, last visited: 20 February 2018.

209 ‘The Rise of Islamophobia – Sheikh Sulaiman Ghani & Bashir Ibrahim’, YouTube, 26 december 2015, available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ingvvcb5RTk&feature=youtu.be, last visited: 20 February 2018.

210 ‘Shukr: The Story of Ayyub AS’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1999401720283115/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.
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location: On campus

region: London

MRdF was founded by extremist cleric Haitham al-Haddad, who has been labelled “one of the 
most dangerous men  in Britain” by  the head of  the counter-extremism  think  tank Quilliam 
Foundation. 211 The government’s counter-extremism commissioner has stated that “Haitham 
al-Haddad’s views are misogynistic,  racist and homo- phobic. They promote a  supremacist 
‘us versus  them’  world  view  that  wrongly  makes  Muslims  feel  that  they  can’t  be  fully 
British.”212
Alomgir Ali was one of six speakers the Prime Minister’s Extremism Taskforce named as “on 
record as expressing views contrary to British values”.213

3.43  17/11/2017 – university of london, king’s college london ‘dismantling the machine’214

Speaker/s: Asim Qureshi, Muhammad Rabbani (see entry no. 3.36), Sahar al-Faifi (see entry
no. 3.37)

Organisation: cage, Mend

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by king’s college London  Islamic Society and was part of Mend’s 
‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’  campaign.  The  three  speakers  were  joined  by  academic 
chris Allen. It appeared to be largely gender-segregated. 215

Asim Qureshi is Research director at cage. He has been filmed promoting violent jihad, refused 
to condemn Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and stoning, and has described a British suicide 
bomber’s death as “selfless and sacrificial”. Qureshi described ISIS killer  ‘Jihadi John’ as a 
“beautiful young man”, blamed his  radicalisation on British authorities and has expressed 
support for militants  in  Iraq and Afghanistan who wage war against British soldiers.  In an 
interview on TRTWorld in October 2018, Qureshi appeared to agree with the interviewer’s 
assertion that he supports jihad in Israel and chechnya although, when pressed, claimed that 
“every  single  context  has  its  own dynamics”  and  he wouldn’t  encourage  young people  to 
perform jihad in the Uk.216

3.44  21/11/2017 – Friends meeting house, Euston road – ‘Iam2017: Fighting Islamophobia 
with moazzam begg’ 217

Speaker/s: Unspecified Mend speaker, Moazzam Begg (see entry no. 3.20)

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03), cage

211 ‘Amazon Scheme Supports Islamic Extremists’, The Sunday Times, 8 October 2018, available at:
www.thetimes.co.uk/article/amazon-scheme-supports-extremists-vdzsfvsls, last visited: 5 January 2019.

212 Ibid.
213 ‘PM’s Extremism Taskforce: tackling extremism in universities and colleges top of the agenda’, gov.uk, 16 September 2015,

available at: www.gov.uk/government/news/pms-extremism-taskforce-tackling-extremism-in-universities-and-colleges-top-
of-the-agenda, last visited: 5 January 2019.

214 ‘dismantling the Machine’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/870570719788112/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

215 See here for more information: ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry
Jackson Society, 2018, p.20.

216 ‘@Uk_cAGE’, Twitter, 23 October 2018, available at: https://twitter.com/Uk_cAGE/status/1054747129682509824,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

217 ‘IAM2017: Fighting Islamophobia with Moazzam Begg’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
723792167813695/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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topic: Grievances

location: Off campus

region: London

This event was promoted as a collaboration between Stand Up To Racism, their camden and 
Student  branches,  and  Mend  as  part  of  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’.218 Two  other 
speakers joined the panellists.

3.45  21/11/2017 – city university – ‘palestine: the End or a new beginning’ 219 

Speaker/s: Azzam Tamimi (see entry no. 3.31)

Organisation: n/A

topic: Geopolitics

location: On campus

region: London

This event was organised by the city University Palestinian Society.

3.46  22/11/2017 – university of West England (uWE) – ‘Students not Suspects – bristol’ 220 

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: South West

This event formed part of the ‘Students not Suspects’ campaign against Prevent, that was also 

promoted as part of Mend’s ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’.221

3.47 22/11/2017 – university of leeds – ‘Women and Islamophobia’ 222

Speaker/s: Ahmed Hankir, Rania Awaad (via video-link)

Organisation: Mend, Zaytuna college

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This  event  was  organised  by  Mend  as  part  of  its  2017  ‘Islamophobia  Awareness  Month’ 
campaign. 223 Several  speakers  (including  one  individual  via  video-link)  appeared  on  the 
panel.224 Awaad’s  appearance was  listed  on  the Mend  advertisement;  however,  it was  not 
listed on the event’s Facebook page. 225

218 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, p.48.
219 ‘city University Palestinian Society’, Facebook, 12 november 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/cityPalSoc/photos/

a.295899807484483.1073741829.233716450369486/308789802862150/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.
220 ‘Students not Suspects tour’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/523275914694032/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
221 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018 
222 ‘Leeds University Union Islamic Society’, Facebook, 15 november 2017, available at:

https://www.facebook.com/leedsisoc/posts/1729035207130389, last visited: 5 January 2019.
223 ‘Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018 
224 For more information on the event, see: Ibid, p.22.
225 ‘Women and Islamophobia’, Mend, available at: https://mend.org.uk/event/women-and-islamophobia/?fbclid=

IwAR04Pgho70B8Ijh5fhvMhyg2UddfalFnITlIFEHx72sYlJctjnxxhH6H53g, last visited: 5 January 2019.

EXTREME SPEAkERS And EvEnTS: In THE 2017/18 AcAdEMIc YEAR



38

Rania Awaad’s affiliation to Zaytuna college, a controversial Islamic college based in california,
was  also  not  advertised.  The  college was  founded  by  three  individuals with  a  history  of
extremist views – Hamza Yusuf, Zaid Shakir and Hatem Bazian (see entry no. 3.21).

Hamza Yusuf was investigated by the FBI after the 9/11 attacks due to comments he made two 
days prior to the attacks at a fundraiser for Jamil al-Amin, who was charged with murdering 
a police  officer  in  Atlanta. 226 He  has  also  claimed  that  convicted  terrorist  Omar  Abdel-
Rahman (“the blind sheikh”) was unjustly  tried. 227 However, Yusuf has since attempted  to 
distance himself from his past extremist remarks.228

Zaid Shakir has suggested that “Zionists” and the FBI were responsible  for the 1993 World 
Trade center attack,229 that  jihad allows for the hijacking of US military aircraft230 and that 
Israeli  and American  women  in  army  uniform  are  eligible  enemy  combatants.231 He  has 
cautioned  against “seeking  the  help  of  the  kuffar”, 232 claimed  that  “Hamas  calls  for  the 
liberation  of  Palestinian lands”, 233 that  “Al-Qaeda  calls  for  the  end  of  Americans  [sic] 
strategic presence in the Middle East” 234 and that the “political system of America [is] sinful 
and constitutes open rebellion against Allah”.235 Moreover, Shakir has argued that with better 
organisation,  Muslims  could  “take over”  America  in  “a  very  short  time”.236 Shakir  was 
previously  questioned  by  the  FBI  after  one of  his  “pro-jihad”  pamphlets  that  lauded  the 
Taliban’s “armed struggle” was found in the apartment of a suspect of the 1993 World Trade 
center bombing.237

3.48  23/11/2017 – university of bristol – ‘What is Islamophobia: the uk counter-
terrorism matrix’ 238

Speaker/s: Unspecified Mend Speakers,239 Asim Qureshi (see entry no. 3.43)

Organisation: cage (see entry no. 3.20), Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: South West

This event was advertised as part of Mend’s ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’.240

226 Gaubatz, P., david. and Sperry, P., Muslim Mafia inside the Secret Underworld That’s Conspiring to Islamize America
(Wnd Books, 2009), p.40.

227 ‘Muslim Leaders Struggle With Mixed Messages’, The Washington Post, 2 October 2001, available at:
www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2001/10/02/muslim-leaders-struggle-with-mixed-messages/094986be-
4b20-41c8-8af8-78f622e7ed46/?utm_term=.65e0260c9842, last visited: 5 January 2019.

228 ‘If You Hate the West, Emigrate to a Muslim country’, The Guardian, 8 October 2001, available at:
www.theguardian.com/world/2001/oct/08/religion.uk, last visited: 5 January 2019.

231 ‘Islamic Relief: The case Against IR’, Middle East Forum, available at: www.meforum.org/middleeastforum/media/
meflibrary/pics/mef/Islamic-Relief-dossier-other.pdf, last visited: 5 January 2019.

232 Gaubatz, P., david. and Sperry, P., Muslim Mafia inside the Secret Underworld That’s Conspiring to Islamize America
(Wnd Books, 2009), p.55

233 Ibid. p.135.
234 ‘Muslim Involvement In The American Political Process’, Daar-ul- Ehsaan – WebArchive, available at:

http://web.archive.org/web/20100901232301/http:/www.daar-ul-ehsaan.org/islamic/printing.htm, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
235 ‘Who are the Fascists?’, New Islamic Directions, 24 October 2007, available at: https://www.newislamicdirections.com/

nid/articles/who_are_the_fascists/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
236 Ibid.
237 ‘Islamic Relief: The case Against IR’, Middle East Forum.
238 Gaubatz, P., david. and Sperry, P., Muslim Mafia inside the Secret Underworld That’s Conspiring to Islamize America

(Wnd Books, 2009), p.259.
239 Ibid, p.55.
240 ‘What is Islamophobia: The Uk counter-terrorism matrix’, Facebook, 23 november 2019, available at:

https://www.facebook.com/events/900739823422752/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
241 ‘Bristol | What is Islamophobia?’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/146635042644258/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
242 This event was advertised in two Facebook event pages under a different host group and speaker details. However, as the

event date and time is the same, it is assumed that the event only took place on one occasion.
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3.49  23/11/2017-24/11/2017 – leeds beckett university – ‘leeds Islamophobia Exhibition’241 

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This event was advertised as part of Mend’s ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’ campaign.

3.50  24/11/2017 – Queen mary university – ‘causes and cures of Islamophobia’ 242

Speaker/s: Aman Ali, Mohammed Shoaib

Organisation: Mend

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

At the time of this event, Aman Ali was a London Regional coordinator at Mend, 243 although 
he has since been promoted to Head of community development and Engagement. 244 This 
post was previously held by Islamic extremist Azad Ali, who has praised Al-Qaeda ideologues, 
voiced support  for Hamas,  justified  the killing of British  troops, and suggested  that  Islamic 
religious law should supersede democracy. 245

Muhammed Shoaib is currently listed as London Regional Manager at Mend.246

3.51  24/11/2017 – university of York – ‘Islamophobia hurts’ 247

Speaker/s: Unspecified Mend speakers

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances 

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This event was hosted by the Islamic societies at the University of York and York St Johns’, in 

collaboration with Mend for its ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’ campaign.

3.52  25/11/2017 – university of West England (uWE) –’Islamophobia conference’ 248 

Speaker/s: Sahar al-Faifi (see entry no. 3.37)

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

241 ‘Leeds | Islamophobia Exhibition’, Facebook, 23 november 2019, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
1623145337708800/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

242 ‘cures and cures of Islamophobia’, Facebook, 24 november 2019, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
147593685785202/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

243 Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, p.25. 
244 ‘Meet the Team’, Mend, available at: https://mend.org.uk/about-mend/meet-the-team/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
245 Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, p.58. 
246 ‘Meet the Team’, Mend, available at: https://mend.org.uk/about-mend/meet-the-team/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
247 ‘MEnd Islamophobia Awareness Month Event’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/

188295751747848/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
248 ‘Bristol | Islamophobia conference’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/389647064788783/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
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topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: South West

during this talk, Al-Faifi was filmed propagating several alarmist and conspiratorial narratives 
with  regard  to  anti-Muslim  hatred  in  the  Uk.249 Throughout  the  presentation,  Al-Faifi 
maintained that  British  security  measures  are  a  pretext  for  espionage  on  the  Muslim 
community, and on one occasion falsely alleged that the Prevent duty sanctions the public 
“to detect  the undefined signs of  extremism” which may  include  “wearing a headscarf”  or 
“converting to Islam”. Of most concern, Al-Faifi claimed that the designation of Muslims as a 
group of faith, as opposed to a race, prevents the British Muslim community from attaining 
the  same  legal  protection  against hatred  afforded  to  other minority  groups,  leaving  them 
more vulnerable to abuse.
3.53  25/11/2017 – university of Sussex – ‘khateeb training and public Speaking’ 250

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: FOSIS, Human Appeal

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: South East

This event was organised by FOSIS and sponsored by Human Appeal. 

FOSIS was founded by Islamist activists from the Muslim Brotherhood and Jamaat-e-Islami in 
1962.251 The  group  was  condemned  by  former  Home  Secretary  Theresa  May  and  former 
deputy Prime  Minister  nick  clegg  for  its  failure  to  “challenge  terrorist  and  extremist 
ideology”, and has previously hosted violent extremists such as Azzam Tamimi and Anwar al-
Awlaki, in addition to reportedly being linked with several individuals convicted for terrorism 
offences.252
Human Appeal was a participant in the ‘Union of Good’, proscribed by the US for facilitating 
funds to Hamas.253 According to The Telegraph, the US State department expressed “serious 
concerns” about the charity, accusing it of providing financial support to Hamas-associated 
groups, and its “field offices” of having connections to Al-Qaeda associates. 254

3.54  27/11/2017-01/12/2017 – university of Sussex – ‘mend Exhibition’ 255

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

249 For more details, see: Profiting from Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson
Society, 2018, pp.28-9.

250 ‘khateeb Training & Public Speaking’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1560845060672292/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

251 ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018,
available at: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Wolves-in-Sheeps-clothes.pdf, p.61.

252 ‘How taxpayers are still funding the extremists’, The Telegraph, 3 March 2012, available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
journalists/andrew-gilligan/9121313/How-taxpayers-are-still-funding-the-extremists.html, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

253 ‘Human Appeal and Hamas: the evidence’, The Telegraph, 19 October 2015, available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
news/uknews/terrorism-in-the-uk/11940489/Human-Appeal-and-Hamas-the-evidence.html, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

254 Ibid.  
255 ‘Sussex Isoc’, Facebook, 10 november 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/usisoc/photos/
a.173974183017328.1073 741827.173974109684002/414070849007659/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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region: South East

This event was organised by Mend as part of its ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’ campaign.

3.55  27/11/2017 – Imperial college – ‘Women of Jannah: Stories of Sahabiyaat’ 256

Speaker/s: Asim khan (see entry no. 3.05)

Organisation: Sabeel

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: London

This event was organised by Imperial college Islamic Society.

3.56  28/11/2017 – manchester metropolitan university – ‘muslim Women in the West’ 257

Speaker/s: dr Shameela Islam-Zulfiqar

Organisation: n/A

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: north West

This event was hosted by Manchester Metropolitan Islamic Society, and four other speakers
joined the above panellist.

dr Shameela Islam-Zulfiqar was on the board of the Syrian aid convoy funded by Al-Fatiha 
Global  and Aid4Syria.258 The  convoy  drew  criticism when  several  charity workers  showed 
signs of  extremism. 259 This  included  Majid  Freeman,  who  has  described  Al-Qaeda  fighter 
Jaffar deghayes as a martyr who died “defending the oppressed”; retweeted support for Al-
Qaeda affiliate  Jabhat  al  nusra;  and  posted  on  social  media  that  Jerusalem  would  be 
“conquered  by jihad,  not  by  peace”. 260 Al-Fatiha  Global  was  investigated  by  the  charity 
commission in 2014 after the son of its chief executive was photographed in Syria with two 
men holding assault rifles. 261 Islam-Zulfiqar  is  an author at  Islam21c 262 and has expressed 
support  for convicted terrorist Aafia Siddiqui.263 At a One nation event  in 2014, she spoke 
alongside  Sheikh  Mumtaz ul-Haq,  who  has  made  derogatory  comments  towards  Shia  and 
Ahmadi Muslims. 264

256 ‘Women of Jannah: Stories of the Sahabiyaat’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1935031170050994/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

257 ‘Muslim Women in the West’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/2008518842754052/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

258 ‘British doctors leave for Syria despite Abbas khan death’, The Guardian, 21 december 2013, available at:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/21/british-doctors-syria-abbas-khan, last visited: 22 January 2018. 

259 For more information, see: ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’,
The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, available at: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/
Wolves-in-Sheeps-clothes.pdf, p.38.

260 ‘Friend of murdered hostage Alan Henning defends Isil online’, The Telegraph, 16 november 2019, available at:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/terrorism-in-the-uk/11233372/Friend-of-murdered-hostage-Alan-Henning-
defends-Isil-online.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

261 ‘Terror link” charities get British millions in Gift Aid’, The Telegraph, 29 november 2014, available at:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/terrorism-in-the-uk/11263309/Terror-link-charities-get-British-millions-in-
Gift-Aid.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

262 ‘Author Archives: dr Shameela Islam-Zulfiqar’, Islam21C, available at: https://www.islam21c.com/author/
dr-shameela-islam-zulfiqar/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

263 ‘Shameela Islam-Zulfiqar’, Facebook, 3 August 2014, available at: https://www.facebook.com/
Shameela.Asiancreations.MUA/posts/689795384441095, last visited: 5 January 2019.

264 ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, p.39.
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3.57  28/11/2017 – university of london, SOaS – ‘the Other: legal discrimination in the uk’265

Speaker/s: Malia Bouattia, Moazzam Begg (see entry no. 3.20), Muhammad Rabbani (see entry
no. 3.36)

Organisation: cage

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by SOAS Islamic Society and ticket funds were donated to Muntada
Aid’s Rohingya Appeal.

Muntada Aid  is  the  sister  charity  of  the Al Muntada  Trust,266 a Qatari  funded  charity with 
several allegations of  links to violent and non-violent extremism.267 In 2012, the Al Muntada 
Trust  was under  scrutiny  amid  evidence  that  funds  raised  by  the  charity  were  providing 
financial  support to Boko Haram,  allegations which  the  charity  vehemently  denies. 268 The 
trust has also been connected with mosques where  radicalisation has  taken place,  such as 
the Al-Manar Mosque in cardiff, which was deemed significant in the radicalisation of several 
young attendees who joined the Islamic State in Syria.269

Malia Bouattia is the former President of the national Union of Students (nUS). She has made 
several anti-Semitic remarks, including claiming that the Prevent strategy was fuelled by “all 
manner of Zionist and neo-con lobbies”, the University of Birmingham was a “Zionist outpost” 
and that “Zionist-led media outlets” have convinced the public of Muslims’ “non-violent and 
peaceful  nature,  so  that we’re  …  dangerously  condemning  the  resistance”.270 Bouattia  has 
also shared platforms with extremist-linked organisations.271

3.58  28/11/2017 – de montfort university – ‘leicester – Islamophobia Exhibition’ 272

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: East Midlands

This event formed part of Mend’s ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’ campaign.

265 ‘The Other: Legal discrimination’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/127438141264256/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

266 ‘History – Al Muntada Trust’, Al Muntada – WebArchive, available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20181206134538/
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:kQ7MQ0UHH90J:almuntadatrust.org/history/+&cd=3&hl=
en&ct=clnk&gl=uk, last visited: 5 January 2019.

267 Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, p.42-5. 
268 ‘Peer raises fears over Uk charity’s alleged links to Boko Haram’, The Guardian, 9 September 2012, available at:

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/sep/09/uk-charity-boko-haram, last visited: 5 January 2019.
269 ‘Foreign Funded Islamist Extremism in the Uk’, The Henry Jackson Society, July 2017, available at:

https://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Foreign-Funded-Islamist-Extremism-final.pdf, p.5.
270 Gilligan, A., ‘Malia Bouattia elected nUS President after causing controversy over “anti-Semitism and refusing to condemn

Isil”‘, The Telegraph, 20 April 2016, available at: www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/04/20/malia-bouattia-elected-nus-
president-after-causing-controversy/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

271 See ‘Malia Bouattia – HHUGS Still I Rise’, YouTube, 17 October 2018, available at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ABfXMAgfid0, last visited: 5 January 2019, and ‘Malia Bouattia faces questions over nUS leadership bid’, Student
Rights, 14 April 2016, available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20160419041223/http://www.studentrights.org.uk/article/
2385/malia_bouattia_faces_questions_over_nus_leadership_bid, last visited: 5 January 2019.

272 ‘Leicester | Islamophobia Exhibition’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1725868427426433/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.
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3.59  28/11/2017 – university of Wolverhampton – ‘5 pillars of Islamophobia’ 273 

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event formed part of Wolverhampton’s ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’ campaign.

3.60  29/11/2017 – brunel university – ‘Islamophobia awareness discussion’ 274 

Speaker/s: Abdullah al-Andalusi

Organisation: Muslim debate Initiative

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

This event was due to take place on 14 november but was rescheduled to 29 november for
unknown reasons.

Al-Andalusi  has  claimed  that  “democracy,  secularism,  feminism,  humanism,  and  liberalism” 
are “blatantly  un-Islamic"  concepts,275 and  criticised  Muslims  who  participate  in 
democracy.276 He is  an  advocate  for  the  implementation  of  sharia [Islamic  Law],277 has 
claimed  that  ISIS  fighters are  “no  different  to  western  armies” 278 and  stated  that  Kufr 
[disbelievers] will be “punished in hell”.279 Moreover, The Telegraph reported in 2015 that Al-
Andalusi  has  been  “closely  associated” with  Hizb  ut-Tahrir 280 –  an  allegation  he  denied, 
although he did refer to the extremist group as “peaceful” in his defence.281

3.61  29/11/2017 – de montfort university – ‘causes and cures of Islamophobia’ 282

Speaker/s: Azhar Qayum

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

273 ‘Wolves Isoc’, Facebook, 5 november 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/wolves.isoc/photos/
a.797969986925006/1494055690649762/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.

274 ‘Islamophobia Awareness discussion’, Union of Brunel Students, available at: https://brunelstudents.com/ents/event/3792/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

275 ‘False coins’, Abdullah al Andalusi, 19 September 2013, available at: https://abdullahalandalusi.com/2013/09/19/false-coins/,
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

276 ‘Muslim MPs, Gay Marriage and democracy’, Abdullah al Andalusi, 7 February 2013, available at:
https://abdullahalandalusi.com/2013/02/07/muslim-mps-gaymarriage-and-democracy/, last visited: 20 January 2019.  

277 ‘Imposing Sharia Law’, Abdullah al Andalusi, 7 december 2013, available at: https://abdullahalandalusi.com/
2013/12/07/imposing-sharia-law/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

278 ‘Islamist extremist unwittingly employed at the heart of the British security establishment’, The Independent, 12 July 2015,
available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/islamist-extremist-unwittingly-employed-at-the-
heart-of-the-british-security-establishment-10383161.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

279 ‘The Psychology of kufr and the Justice of the Afterlife’, Abdullah al Andalusi, 22 May 2013, available at:
https://abdullahalandalusi.com/2013/05/22/thepsychology-of-kufr-and-the-justice-of-the-afterlife/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

280 ‘Islamist extremist unwittingly employed at the heart of the British security establishment’, The Independent, 12 July 2015. 
281 ‘Abdullah al Andalusi responds to Andrew Gilligan diatribe in The Telegraph’, 5Pillars, 12 July 2015, available at:

https://5pillarsuk.com/2015/07/12/abdullah-al-andalusi-responds-to-andrew-gilligans-islamophobic-diatribe-in-the-
telegraph/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

282 ‘@dMUIsoc’, Twitter, 28 november 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/dMUISoc/status/935570506190901249,
last visited: 5 January 2019.
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location: On campus

region: East Midlands

This event formed part of Mend’s ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’ campaign. Three other
speakers, including the Head of University Security, joined the panellist. 

Azhar Qayum is Midlands Regional Manager at Mend.

3.62  29/11/2017 – university of cambridge – ‘Islamophobia: causes and cures – Exhibition 
and talks’ 283

Speaker/s: Aman Ali, Mohammad Shoaib 

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: East of England

This event formed part of Mend’s ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’ campaign. Three other
speakers joined the panellists.

3.63  29/11/2017 – Sheffield hallam university – ‘Why me? an interactive seminar by 
murtaza chaudhary’284

Speaker/s: Murtaza chaudhary

Organisation: iERA

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

The event advertisement states “find out the truth about Islam...Topics covered; depression,
Anxiety and questioning of Islam”.

Murtaza  chaudhary  is  an “outreach  specialist”and one  of  the founding  team  members  of 
iERA.285

iERA was  investigated by the charity commission  in 2013 following a number of articles  in 
the media criticising the charity. 286 A report by the Council of Ex Muslims of Britain found 
that iERA  preachers  had  endorsed  anti-Semitic  conspiracy  theories;  contended  that 
homosexuals and  apostates  should  be  killed;  claimed  that  domestic  violence  is  divinely 
mandated;  justified stoning women who  had  committed  sexual  crimes;  dehumanised  non-
Muslims; and claimed that FGM  is permissible and that Muslims have a duty  to do  jihad.287 

Extremist  preachers  Zakir naik  and  Bilal  Philips,  both  banned  from  entering  the  Uk  since 
2010, 288 have functioned as
283 ‘Islamophobia: causes and cures – Exhibition and Talks’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/

179016882678327/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
284 ‘@HallamISoc’, Twitter, 27 november 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/HallamISoc/status/935278606925709312,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
285 ‘Murtaza chaudhary’, iERA, available at: https://iera.org/our-work/request/meet-our-speakers/murtaza-chaudhary/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
286 ‘Inquiry Report – Islamic Education and Research Academy (IERA), Charity Commission For England and Wales,

4 november 2016, available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/565354/islamic_education_and_research_academy_iera.pdf. 

287 ‘Evangelising Hate: Islamic Education and Research Academy (iERA), Council of Ex-Muslims of Britain, May 2014, available
at: http://ex-muslim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/EvangelisingHate_Report_Web.pdf, p.5.

288 “Anti-Semitic’ charity under investigation’, The Telegraph, 24 May 2014, available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
10854579/Anti-Semitic-charity-under-investigation.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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advisors to the organisation. 289 iERA was barred from University college London (UcL) in 
2013 after attempting to gender segregate the audience.290

3.64  29/11/2017 – university of West England (uWE) – ‘What is prevent?’ 291 

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: South West

This event was hosted by Mend as part of its ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’ campaign. 

The event appeared to be a debate between the UcU vice President douglas chalmers and 
Abu Ahmed, a representative from the Home Office. This event was described in a prior Henry 
Jackson Society report as exposing “the erroneous assumption that all speakers who appear 
at IAM events share Mend’s wider worldview. It is clear that Ahmed was present to challenge 
misconceptions  regarding  Prevent,  where  chalmers  could  give  voice  to  [its]  legitimate 
concerns”. 292

3.65 30/11/2017 – university of birmingham – ‘Islamophobia: this is how It Feels’ 293 

Speaker/s: Unspecified Mend speaker

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event formed part of Mend’s ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’ campaign. Three other
speakers joined the Mend representative on the panel.

3.66  30/11/2017 – brunel university – ‘the problem of Evil’ 294 

Speaker/s: Murtaza chaudhary 

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by the Brunel Islamic Society.

289 “Anti-Semitic’ charity under investigation’, The Telegraph, 24 May 2014, available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
10854579/Anti-Semitic-charity-under-investigation.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

290 ‘UcL bans Islamic group from campus in row over segregated seating’, The Guardian, 15 March 2013, available at:
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/mar/15/ucl-bans-islamic-group-over-segregation, last visited: 26 July 2017. 

291 ‘Bristol | What is Prevent?’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/2032084807077837/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

292 ‘Profiting From Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, p.29. 
293 ‘Islamophobia: This Is How It Feels’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/147575945877782/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
294 ‘@BruneliSOc’, Twitter, 27 november 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/BruneliSOc/status/935115000863215616,

last visited: 5 January 2018.
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3.67  30/11/2017 – university of Exeter – ‘resilience and reporting of hate crime’ 295 

Speaker/s: Sahar al-Faifi (see entry no. 3.37)

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: South West

This event was advertised as part of Mend’s ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’ campaign.

3.68  30/11/2017 – university of aston – ‘counterterrorism and Islamophobia’ 296

Speaker/s: Malia Bouattia (see entry no. 3.57), Moazzam Begg (see entry no. 3.20) 

Organisation: cage

topic: Grievances 

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was organised by Tom Mills, a lecturer in Sociology and Policy at Aston 

University who has expressed support for cage. 297

3.69  30/11/2017 – university of london, goldsmiths – ‘What does Islamophobia look like in 
2017?’ 298

Speaker/s: Ibrahim Mohamoud

Organisation: cage (see entry no. 3.20)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London
This event was hosted by Goldsmiths Students’ Union and three other speakers,  including 
academics Tom Mills and narzanin Missouri, joined the panellist.299

Ibrahim Mohamoud is the communications officer at cage. In 2015, when the group faced 
criticism  for  failing  to  condemn  the  ISIS  attacks  in  Paris,  he  contended  that  he  and  his 
colleague were at a restaurant and “very busy”.300

295 ‘Resilience and Reporting of Hate crime’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/186058425290315/,
last visited: 5 January 2018.

296 ‘@AstonLSS’, Twitter, 27 november 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/AstonLSS/status/935107307742089216,
last visited: 5 January 2018.

297 See articles: ‘Why on earth would leftists go out of their way to support cage?’, OpenDemocracy, 12 August 2015, available
at: https://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/tom-mills-narzanin-massoumi-david-miller-max-farrar/why-on-earth-
would-leftists-go-out-of, last visited: 5 January 2019; ‘Apologists for terror or defenders of human rights? The cage
controversy in context’, OpenDemocracy, 31 July 2015, available at: https://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/
tom-mills-narzanin-massoumi-david-miller/apologists-for-terror-or-defenders-of-human-righ, last visited: 5 January 2019.
See also the list of academics that reviewed cage’s report: ‘The “Science” of Pre-crime’, CAGE, 2016, available at:
https://cage.ngo/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/cAGE-Science-Pre-crime-Report.pdf, last visited: 5 January 2019, p.7.

298 ‘What does Islamophobia look like in 2017?’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/336497926817683/,
last visited: 6 January 2019.

299 For more information, see ‘Profiting From Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson
Society, 2018, p.18.

300‘cAGE campaign group that defended Jihadi John were “too busy” to condemn Paris attacks’, The Express, 18 november
2015, available at: https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/620166/cAGE-defended-Jihadi-John-too-busy-condemn-
Paris-attacks, last visited: 20 February 2018. 
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3.70  30/11/2017 – cardiff metropolitan university – ‘Islamophobia Exhibition’ 301 

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances 

location: On campus

region: Wales

This event formed part of Mend’s ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’ campaign.

3.71  01/12/2017 – university of Salford – ‘Islamic Society charity dinner’ 302

Speaker/s: naveed Ahmed

Organisation: Human Appeal (see entry no. 3.54)

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: north West

This event was hosted by the University of Salford Islamic Society and was a fundraiser for 

Human Appeal. The University chaplain also joined the panellist.

3.72 01/12/2017 – university of Swansea – ‘Empowering the Youth’ 303

Speaker/s: Majdi Aqil

Organisation: Interpal

topic: Miscellaneous

location: Off campus

region: Wales

This event was organised by Interpal, with the logos of Swansea University and the Islamic
Society featuring on the promotional material.

Majdi Aqil is on the board of trustees for the Palestinian Return centre 304 and is a regional 
coordinator  for  Uk-based  charity  Interpal. 305 Both  organisations  are  banned  in  Israel  for 
funding Hamas. 306 Since 2003,  the US Treasury department has categorised  Interpal as a 
Specially designated Global Terrorist entity (SdGT) due to its Hamas support.307 Interpal has

301 ‘@cardiffMetISOc’, Twitter, 30 november 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/cardiffMetISOc/status/
936196944841592834, last visited: 5 January 2019.

302 ‘Islamic Society charity dinner’, University of Salford Students’ Union, available at: https://www.salfordstudents.com/
groups/islamic-ca86/events/islamic-society-charity-dinner, last visited: 5 January 2019.

303 ‘Swansea University Islamic Society’, Facebook, 1 december 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/
swanseauniversityislamicsociety/photos/a.485323721609733.1073741829.485217911620314/1099791660162933/?type
=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.

304 ‘The Palestinian Return centre’, The Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center, 30 March 2011, available at:
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/data/pdf/PdF_11_339_2.pdf, last visited: 5 January 2019, p.50.

305 ‘Interpal raises over £70,000 in aid of Palestinian on 69th anniversary of the nakba’, Interpal, 17 May 2017, available at:
https://fundraise.interpal.org/20170517-interpal-raises-over-70000-in-aid-of-palestinians-on-69th-anniversary-of-the-nakba/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

306 ‘The Palestinian Return centre’, The Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center, 30 March 2011, p.50. 
307 ‘U.S. designates Five charities Funding Hamas and Six Senior Hamas Leaders as Terrorist Entities’, U.S. Department

of the Treasury, 22 August 2003, available at: https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/js672.aspx,
last visited: 5 January 2019.
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been investigated by the Uk charity commission three times, most notably in 2008-9 following 
a BBc documentary  that alleged the charity’s  funds were going to education projects  that 
prepared children  to be suicide bombers, and  that  the organisation had  links  to Hamas.308 

The charity was  found  not  to  be misusing  funds.  Interpal’s  bank  accounts were  closed by 
natwest in 2007 and Lloyds TSB  in 2008, and HSBc and the co-Operative have said  they 
will not provide it with accounts. 309 Senior figures within the charity, including the chairman 
Ibrahim Hewitt and trustee Essam Mustafa, are banned from entering the US, Israel, canada 
and Australia.310 Aquil is considered by The Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information 
center to  be  a  “known Hamas  activist”,  and was  described  as  such  by  the  Israel  Security 
Agency when outlawing the Palestinian Return centre (PRc) in Israel.311

3.73  05/12/2017 – university of Wolverhampton – ‘Islam, Evolution and darwinism’ 312

Speaker/s: Subboor Ahmad (advertised ‘Ahmed’)

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: West Midlands
This event was hosted by the University of Wolverhampton in collaboration with 
iERA. Subboor Ahmad is an iERA ‘outreach specialist’. 313

3.74  06/12/2017 – university of Essex – ‘the problem of Evil’ 314

Speaker/s: Murtaza chaudhary (see entry no. 3.63)

Organisation: iERA

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: East of England

This event was hosted by the University of Essex Islamic Society.

3.75  07/12/2017 – university of london, kcl – ‘the Year of Sorrow: an Evening with 
the prophet’315

Speaker/s: Uthman Lateef (see entry no. 3.07)

Organisation: Hittin Institute

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

308 ‘Interpal’, House of Commons Library, 12 december 2013, available at: researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/
Sn06778/Sn06778.pdf , last visited: 5 January 2018.

309 ‘Why is the Muslim charity Interpal being blacklisted as a terrorist organisation?’, The Telegraph, 26 november 2014,
available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/11255294/Why-is-the-Muslim-charity-Interpal-being-blacklisted-as-
a-terrorist-organisation.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

310 Ibid.
311 The Palestinian Return centre’, The Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center, 30 March 2011, p.30.
312 ‘Wolves Isoc’, Facebook, 28 november 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/wolves.isoc/photos/a.797969986925

006.1073741830.715175125204493/1515447111843953/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.
313 ‘Subboor Ahmad’, iERA, available at: https://iera.org/our-work/request/meet-our-speakers/subboor-ahmad/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
314 ‘The Problem of Evil’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1206977789435282/, last visited: 5 January 

2019. 
315 ‘Saad A Qadir > kcL Islamic Society’, Facebook, 28 november 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/

photo.php?fbid=10155899535539399&set=gm.10155875518342902&type=3&theater&ifg=1, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by kcL Islamic Society.

3.76  11/12/2017 – university of london, SOaS – ‘palestine verses’ 316

Speaker/s: Muslim Belal (see entry no. 3.16)

Organisation: Interpal (see entry no. 3.72)

topic: Geopolitics

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by SOAS Islamic Society, SOAS Palestine Society and Interpal.

3.77  12/12/2017 – university of london, Queen mary – ‘Flying While muslim’ 317 

Speaker/s: Muhammad Rabbani (see entry no. 3.36)

Organisation: cage (see entry no. 3.20)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by the Queen Mary Islamic Society.

3.78  13/12/2017 – university of Westminster – ‘annual charity dinner’ 318

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: n/A

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by the University of Westminster Islamic Society and was a fundraiser 

for Human Appeal (see entry no. 3.53).

3.79  14/12/2017 – university of london, ucl – ‘the muslims of xinjiang’ 319 

Speaker/s: dilly Hussain

Organisation: 5Pillars

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

316 ‘Palestine Verses’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1598322500234802/,
     
317 ‘Flying While Muslim’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/129057487790297/,
 
318 ‘Uni Westminster Isoc’, Facebook, 10 december 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/UWiSOc/photos/

a.1575973826016069/2065173060429474/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.
319

 
‘The Muslims of Xingjiang’, Facebook, available at:  https://www.facebook.com/events/323449208157177/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

EXTREME SPEAkERS And EvEnTS: In THE 2017/18 AcAdEMIc YEAR

last visited: 5 January 2019.

last visited: 5 January 2019.



50

region: London

This event was hosted by UcL Islamic Society.

dilly  Hussain  is  editor  of  the  5Pillars  online  news  site.  Hussain  has  expressed  support  for 
Salafi-jihadist  ideologues  including Sayyid Qutb and Abdullah Azzam320 and his  comments 
on social media appear to show sympathy with the proscribed terror group Hamas. Hussain 
has stated  that  “Muslims  supporting  Hamas,  Al  Qassam  Brigades  [Hamas  military  wing], 
Islamic Jihad & other Palestinian resistance groups isn’t even something to be questioned” 321, 
and he derided the Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia’s condemnation of Hamas with the caption 
“Israel  are cool,  Hamas  are  terrorists.  nice  one  Shaykh.” 322 Moreover,  in  response  to  a 
Twitter user’s [unknown] message, Hussain tweeted “@dgjones you’re a supporter of fascist 
Zionist  terrorism and genocidal  holocaust  of  Palestinians. Address  the British  army before 
Hamas.”323 In an article for  Islam21c, Hussain wrote that he hoped through the will of Allah 
“justice will serve a humiliating blow to the Zionist oppressors”.324 Hussain has claimed “a full 
on ideological/culture war is being waged on Islam and Muslims” 325, written that ISIS was “a 
dream  come  true”  for the  West,  and  that  the  terror  group  “has  been  used  as  a  stick  by 
Western politicians to beat the Muslims with, and a tool to demonise the noble concept of 
the caliphate.”326

3.80  14/12/2017 – university of london, Queen mary – ‘Fitan: the Story of Yusuf aS’ 327

Speaker/s: Asif Uddin (see entry no. 3.14)

Organisation: Sabeel 

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: London

3.81  15/12/2017 – 17/12/2017 – university of birmingham – ‘Jumu’ah and Firm ground’ 328

Speaker/s: Abdul nasir Jangda

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

320‘Stop fretting over religious sensitivities. We must push hard against Islamists’, The Guardian, 11 June 2017, available at:
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/jun/10/stop-fretting-over-religious-sensitivities-push-back-against-
islamists, last visited: 5 January 2019.

321 ‘@dilyHussain88’, Twitter, 23 July 2014, available at: https://twitter.com/dillyHussain88/status/491976254766465024,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

322 ‘@dillyHussain88’, Twitter, 16 november 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/dillyHussain88/status/931107377260187648,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

323 ‘@dillyHussain88’, Twitter, 31 July 2014, available at: https://twitter.com/dillyHussain88/status/494936876814696448,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

324 ‘does Israel know the meaning of “Peace”?’, Islam21C, 20 July 2014, available at: https://www.islam21c.com/politics/
does-israel-know-the-meaning-of-peace/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

325 ‘@dillyHussain88’, Twitter, 10 January 2015, available at: https://twitter.com/dillyHussain88/status/554049434066382848,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

326 ‘93 years without the caliphate: History, reality and the future’, 5Pillars, 5 March 2015, available at: https://5pillarsuk.com/
2015/03/05/93-years-without-the-caliphate-history-reality-and-the-future/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

327 ‘Fitan: The Story of Yusuf AS’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/156928695063702/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

328 ‘University of Birmingham Islamic Society’, Facebook, 15 december 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/
UoBIslamicSociety/photos/a.10152428637702600.1073741826.123771907599/10155469538677600/?type=3&theater,
last visited: 5 January 2019.
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This event was hosted by the University of Birmingham Islamic Society. 

Abdul nasir Jangda is an instructor at the Al-Maghrib Institute. 329

3.82  15/12/2017-17/12/2017 – aston university – ‘FOSIS Winter conference 2017’ 330

Speaker/s: Majed Mahmoud, 331 Aman Ali (see entry no. 3.50) 332

Organisation: FOSIS (see entry no. 3.53), Mend (see entry no. 3.03), Al-Maghrib Institute (see
entry no. 3.08), Human Appeal (see entry no. 3.53)

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was hosted by FOSIS Midlands and appeared to be sponsored by, or partnered 
with, Human Appeal.333 The conference hosted several speakers at a variety of talks and 
workshops.
Majed Mahmoud is an instructor at the Al-Maghrib Institute.334

3.83  17/01/2018 – university of Warwick – ‘anticolonial resistance is Fertile: Sperm 
Smuggling and birth Strikes in palestine/Israel’ 335

Speaker/s: Siggie vertommen

Organisation: n/A

topic: Geopolitics

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was organised by the Warwick for Justice in Palestine group.

Siggie vertommen is a research fellow at the department of Global Health and Social Medicine 
at king’s college London. vertommen once wrote an academic article about social protests 
in Israel in 2011 which was entitled “Help, the oppressors are being oppressed!” 336

The event description criticised Israel for selectively implementing a policy of ‘pronatalism’ i.e. 
promoting higher birth rates for Jews, aimed at serving “the reproductive rights of its Jewish 
population at the expense of the indigenous Palestinian population”. 337 The lecture was due 
to propose a “reproductive sabotage framework” – through birth strikes and sperm smuggling
–

as a form of “resistance and empowerment” against the Israeli state.338

329 ‘Abdul nasir Jangda’, Al Maghrib, available at: https://www.almaghrib.org/instructors/abdul-nasir-jangda,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

330 ‘FOSIS Winter conference 2017’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/338936749904004/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

331 FOSIS Winter conference 2017’, Facebook, available at:  https://www.facebook.com/events/338936749904004/
permalink/356614018136277/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

332 ‘FOSIS > FOSIS Winter conference’, Facebook, 07 december 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/fosischannel/
photos/pcb.352537148543964/1517082101662358/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.

333 ‘FOSIS’, Facebook, 12 december 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/338936749904004/permalink/
354439921687020/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

334 ‘Majed Mahmoud’, Al Maghrib, available at: https://www.almaghrib.org/instructors/majed-mahmoud, 
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

335 ‘Anticolonial Resistance is Fertile – dr Siggie vertommen’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
1973890189490776/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

336 vertommen, S., ‘Help, de onderdrukkers worden onderdrukt! Sociaal protest in Israel’, Universiteit Ghent, 2013, available at:
https://biblio.ugent.be/publication/3159304 , last visited: 5 January 2018. 

337 Ibid
338 Ibid. 
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Jewish  activist  david  collier  described  the  accusation  that  Israel  exercises  a  strategy  of 
pronatalism as “a vile anti-Semitic slur”, invoking policies associated with the Holocaust as a 
means  to  criticise  the  Jewish  state. 339 vertommen  vehemently  denied  the  allegations  of 
anti-Semitism. 340 Although  the  talk was described as open  to  the public,  Jewish  activists 
complained  that  they  were  prohibited  from  entering,  with  organisers  citing  the  Prevent 
strategy in order to prevent their attendance.341

3.84  21/01/2018 – dar ul-Isra masjid – ‘dawah training’ 342 

Speaker/s: Jamshed Javed

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: dawah Training

location: Off campus

region: Wales

This event was hosted by cardiff University Islamic Society.

Jamshed Javed is a former daee [teacher] at iERA. He has defended the hudood punishment 
of amputation for theft, claiming that  it  is an effective deterrent – “far  from being barbaric 
[it] is actually a mercy for humanity”.343

3.85  23/01/2018 – Queen mary university – ‘Story night’ 344

Speaker/s: Asim khan (see entry no. 3.05), Shaqur Rehman

Organisation: Sabeel, Islamic council of Europe

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by Queen Mary Islamic Society.

Shaqur Rehman is an author for Islam21c, 345 an instructor for Sabeel 346 and a senior advisor 
at the Islamic council of Europe 347 alongside extremist cleric Haitham al-Haddad. 348

3.86  24/01/2018 – university of london, SOaS – ‘Feeding the Soul in an age of 

materialism’349

 Speaker/s: Uthman Lateef (see entry no. 3.07)

Organisation: Hittin Institute

339 ‘Jewish activists barred from ‘public’ campus talk by pro-Palestinian academic’, The Jewish Chronicle, 19 January 2018,
available at: https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/jewish-activists-barred-from-public-campus-talk-by-pro-palestinian-
academic-1.457026, last visited: 5 January 2018.

340 ‘Jewish activists barred from ‘public’ campus talk by pro-Palestinian academic’, The Jewish Chronicle, 19 January 2018.
341 Ibid.
342 ‘dawah Training’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/146436939350676/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
343 ‘dawah Power by Jamshed Javed’, Facebook, 28 April 2013, available at: https://www.facebook.com/dawahWithJamshed/

posts/656395581053962, last visited: 5 January 2019.
344 ‘Story night’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1565665263521214/, last visited: 6 January 2019. 
345 ‘Author Archives: Sheikh Shaqur Rehman’, Islam21C, available at: https://www.islam21c.com/author/shaqurrehman/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
346 ‘Shaykh Shaqur Rehman’, Sabeel, available at: https://sabeel.org.uk/shaykh-shaqur-rehman/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
347 ‘Shaykh Shaqur Rehman’, The Islamic Council of Europe, available at: https://iceurope.org/advisor/about-us/our-advisors/

shakur-rahman/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
348 ‘dr Shaykh Haitham Al-Haddad’, The Islamic Council of Europe, available at: https://iceurope.org/advisor/about-us/

our-advisors/haitham-al-haddad/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
349 ‘Feeding the Soul in an Age of Materialism’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/331271967356672/. 
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topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by SOAS Islamic Society.

3.87  25/01/2018 – university of leeds – ‘practising Islam in non-muslim lands’ 350

Speaker/s: Yahya Ibrahim

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute

topic: Religious Governance

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This event was hosted by Leeds University Union Islamic Society.

Yahya Ibrahim is an instructor at the Al-Maghrib Institute which hosts a number of extremist 
preachers as lecturers. 351 He has said that “Allah gives us almost an advice by warning us of 
who  our  enemies  are…  never  will  the  christians  and  the  Jews  be  satisfied  or  content  or 
pleased with  you  until  you  follow  them and  their  religion”. 352 He has  also  stated  that  the 
mushrikeen and kuffar [polytheists and non-believers] “try to answer us and say verily we as 
humans were only created to follow our ambition, and to follow our  lust, and to acquire as 
much wealth, and as much women and children as we can”. 353

3.88  25/01/2018 – 26/01/2018 – middlesex university – ‘Islamophobia Exhibition’ 354 

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: South East

This event was hosted by Middlesex Islamic Society and formed part of Mend’s ‘Islamophobia 

Awareness Month’ campaign.

3.89  26/01/2018 – university of Oxford – ‘defeating Islamophobia’ 355 

Speaker/s: Aman Ali (see entry no. 3.50)

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

350 ‘Practising Islam in a non-Muslim country’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/523588594681914/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

351 ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, p.58. 
352 Extremist-linked leaflets distributed at Freshers Fairs’, Student Rights, 16 October 2017, available at:

http://studentrights.org.uk/2017/10/extremist-linked-leaflets-distributed-at-freshers-fairs/, last visited: 3 January 2019. 
353 Ibid. 
354 ‘@mdxisoc’, Twitter, 25 January 2018, available at: https://twitter.com/mdxisoc/status/956476537481637888,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
355 ‘defeating Islamophobia’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1923673041294260/?active_tab=about,

last visited: 5 January 2019. 
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region: South East

This event was hosted by Oxford University Islamic Society and three other speakers joined
the above panellist.

3.90  26/01/2018 – university of london, Queen mary – ‘meadows of the divine’ 356

Speaker/s: Alomgir Ali

Organisation: MRdF (see entry no. 3.05)

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by Queen Mary Islamic Society.

Alomgir Ali is an author at Islam21c, 357 and instructor at Sabeel 358 and MRdF 359, all projects 
linked  to  extremist  cleric  Haitham  al-Haddad.  Ali  was  listed  by  the  Prime  Minister’s 
Extremism Taskforce as one of six speakers that express views contrary to British values. 360

3.91  26/01/2018 – de montfort university – ‘Women’s activism Without Feminism’ 361 

Speaker/s: Zara Faris

Organisation: Muslim debate Initiative

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: East Midlands

Zara  Faris  is  a  speaker  at  the  Muslim  debate  Initiative,  writer  for  the  Hittin  Institute,362 

instructor at the Al Balagh Academy 363 and guest lecturer at the As-Suffa Institute. 364

The Muslim debate Initiative was co-founded by Abdullah al-Andalusi, and the Hittin Institute 
is led by Uthman Lateef (see entry no. 3.07) and Adnan Rashid (see entry no. 3.123). On the 
Advisory Board for the Al Balagh Academy is Abdur-Rahman Ibn Yusuf Mangera (henceforth 
Abdur-Rahman), who has endorsed domestic violence against women in cases of adultery or 
disobedience, 365 claimed that the niqab is a ”fundamental protection against immodesty and

356 ‘Meadows of the divine’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/395987864170600/,
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

357 ‘Author Archives: Sheikh Alomgir Ali’, Islam21C, available at: https://www.islam21c.com/author/alomgirali/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

358 ‘Ustadh Alomgir Ali’, Sabeel, available at: https://sabeel.org.uk/ustadh-alomgir-ali/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
359 ‘Posts Filtered by Tag: Alomgir Ali’, MRDF, available at: https://www.mrdf.co.uk/tag/alomgir-ali/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
360 ‘PM’s Extremism Taskforce: tackling extremism in universities and colleges top of the agenda’, gov.uk, 16 September 2015,

available at: www.gov.uk/government/news/pms-extremism-taskforce-tackling-extremism-in-universities-and-colleges-
top-of-the-agenda, last visited: 5 January 2019.

361 ‘de Montfort University Islamic Society’, Facebook, 25 January 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/dMUIslamic
Society/photos/a.222910634433070.54009.183203441737123/1684831981574254/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.

362 ‘did the Suffragettes Believe in democracy?’, Hittin Institute (Google – cache), available at: http://webcache.googleus
ercontent.com/search?q=cache:lukmc6U5cZ0J:hittininstitute.co.uk/did-the-suffragettes-believe-in-democracy/&hl=
en&gl=uk&strip=0&vwsrc=0, last visited: 5 January 2019.

363 ‘Ustadah Zara Faris’, Al Balagh Academy, available at: https://www.albalaghacademy.com/instructors/ustadah-zara-faris/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

364 ‘As-Suffa’, Facebook, available at: https://z-m-www.facebook.com/AsSuffa.Institute/photos/pb.539474369459887.-
2207520000.1537144644./2165534826853825/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.

365 ‘Wife Beating’, ZamZam Academy, 4 September 2010, available at: https://www.zamzamacademy.com/2010/09/
wife-beating/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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sin” and founded an organisation that has promoted child marriage. 366 The As-Suffa Institute 
was  founded  by  Zahir  Mahmood,  who  has  praised  Hamas 367 and  spoken  against  Muslim 
assimilation to British society.368

3.92  27/01/2018 – university of birmingham – ‘Inaugural alumni dinner’ 369

Speaker/s: Hany El-Banna 370

Organisation: Islamic Relief Worldwide, Muslim charities Forum (McF)

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was organised by the University of Birmingham Alumni network and the University
of Birmingham Islamic Society. The event featured a variety of speakers.

Hany El-Banna is the founder of Islamic Relief, the chair of the Muslim charities Forum (McF) 
and an alumnus of the University of Birmingham. Islamic Relief was an early participant in the 
Union of Good, a US-proscribed terror fundraising body for Hamas, 371 and has a history of 
concerning associations and activities.372 The charity has been criticised alongside the McF 
for hosting extreme speakers and targeting Uk campuses, 373 and the McF has specifically 
had£140,000 funding withdrawn from the government for connections to extremism.374 El-
Banna has spoken about how reading the works of Sayyid Qutb made him more religious,375 

compared the Muslim Brotherhood founder Hassan al-Banna to nelson Mandela, 376 and on 
the official radio station of Hamas urged a “strong coalition” between civil  society and the 
Hamas government to “repel any foreign ideas and malignant intrusions”.377

3.93  27/01/2018 – university of london, SOaS – ‘dawah training and volunteers meeting’378

Speaker/s: Imran Hussein

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: dawah Training

366 ‘Slave Girls’, ZamZam Academy, 4 September 2010, available at: https://www.zamzamacademy.com/2010/09/slave-girls/,
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

367 ‘Zahir Mahmood – “Hamas are freedom fighters”‘, YouTube, 19 October 2011, available at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=t4jW5ytB1Lo, last visited: 1 May 2018.

368 ‘Islamic Extremist To Address London Students’, The Jerusalem Post, 21 October 2011, available at: https://www.jpost.com/
International/Islamic-extremist-to-address-London-students, last visited: 1 May 2018.

369 ‘Inaugural Alumni dinner – Ubisoc Alumni network’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
174345296484883/, last visited: 1 May 2018.

370 ‘UBISoc Alumni network’, Facebook, available at:  https://www.facebook.com/events/174345296484883/permalink/
185699825349430/, last visited: 1 May 2018.

371 ‘Government donation to Muslim charities Forum denounced as “Madness”‘, The Telegraph, 23 September 2014. 
372 ‘Islamic Relief’, Middle East Forum, available at: https://www.meforum.org/MiddleEastForum/media/MEFLibrary/

pdf/Islamic-Relief-dossier-v3.pdf, last visited: 5 January 2019.
373 ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, p.68. 
374 ‘dcLG withdraws £140,000 funding from Muslim charities Forum’, Third Sector, 23 december 2014, available at:

https://www.thirdsector.co.uk/dclg-withdraws-140000-funding-muslim-charities-forum/policy-and-politics/article/1327607,
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

375 ‘Hany El Banna – Interview’, Emel, May/June 2004, available at: http://www.emel.com/article?id=&a_id=1568, 
ast visited: 5 January 2019.

376 Ibid.
377 ‘Islamic Relief’, Middle East Forum, p.8.
378 ‘dawah training and volunteers meeting’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/240251489848778/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.
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location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by SOAS Islamic Society. 

Imran Hussein is an outreach specialist at iERA. 379

3.94  28/01/2018 – university of Strathclyde – ‘Islam and love’ 380 

Speaker/s: Suhaib Webb

Organisation: Al Buruj Press

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: Scotland

This event was hosted by Strathclyde University Muslim Students Association.

Suhaib Webb has expressed homophobic and anti-Semitic views, and  in 2001 he  shared a 
platform with Al-Qaeda operative Anwar al-Awlaki, in order to raise funds for Jamil Abdullah 
al-Amin, who was convicted in the US for shooting two police officers.381 Webb has blamed 
the temptation  of  extra-marital  sex  on  “the  ideology  of  the  kuffar”  and  stated  that  the 
punishment for  an  individual who  commits  adultery  is  death  by  stoning.382 Al  Buruj  Press 
instructors include several extremist preachers such as Suleiman Gani, 383 Zahir Mahmood 384 

and Yasir Qadhi, 385 and the organisation has organised a course on university campuses with 
Uthman Lateef.386

3.95  28/01/2018 – university of leicester – ‘media masterclass’ 387 

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: East Midlands

This event was hosted by Leicester University Islamic Society, Amnesty International Society
and Mend.

379 ‘Imran Hussein’, iERA, available at: https://iera.org/our-work/request/meet-our-speakers/imran-hussein/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

380 ‘Islam and Love’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/152337242077118/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
381 ‘don’t ignore Webb’s bigotry’, The Washington Post, available at: https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/

dont-ignore-webbs-bigotry/2017/02/03/33865a36-e830-11e6-903d-9b11ed7d8d2a_story.html?utm_term=.02bef408094d,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

382 ‘The Worst of Suhaib Webb’, Middle East Forum, 21 August 2018, available at: https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/
blog/august-2018-(1)/suhaib-webb-on-adulterers-stone-them-to-death, last visited: 5 January 2019.

383 ‘Shaykh Sulayman Ghani’, Al Buruj Press – WebArchive, available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20180401113543/
http://www.alburujpress.com/teachers/teacher/3/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

384 ‘Shaykh Zahir Mahmood’, Al Buruj Press, available at: https://www.alburujpress.com/teachers/teacher/4/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

385 ‘Home>Teachers’, Al Buruj Press – WebArchive, available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20150203005711/
http://www.alburujpress.com:80/teachers/2/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

386 ‘Burma is Bleeding’ event promotes Uthman Lateef to students’, Student Rights – WebArchive, available at:
https://web.archive.org/web/20170830143602/http://www.studentrights.org.uk/article/1962/_burma_is_bleeding_
event_promotes_uthman_lateef_to_students, last visited: 5 January 2019.

387 ‘Leicester | Media Masterclass’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/324670314711575/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.
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3.96  31/01/2018 – university of cardiff – ‘keeping it halal: Interactions in Islam’ 388

Speaker/s: Asim khan (see entry no. 3.05)

Organisation: Sabeel 

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: Wales

This event was hosted by cardiff University Islamic Society.

3.97  31/01/2018 – middlesex university – ‘What is the Future of Islam and muslims in 
britain?’389

Speaker/s: dilly Hussain (see entry no. 3.79), Muhammad Rabbani (see entry no. 3.36)

Organisation: 5Pillars, cage (see entry no. 3.20)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by Middlesex University Islamic Society and an additional speaker joined
the above panellists. 

3.98  01/02/2018 – university of london, SOaS – ‘Embracing the muslim community: the
 revert Experience’390

Speaker/s: Abdullah al-Andalusi (see entry no. 3.60), Lauren Booth

Organisation: The Muslim debate Initiative

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by SOAS Islamic Society.

Lauren  Booth  has  expressed  several  anti-Semitic  sentiments,  including  assertions  about 
“Jewish

 
supremacism”,

 
391

 the “Jewish, Zionist  lobby”, and the promulgation of anti-Semitic 
tropes in

 
praise of Holocaust-denier Gilad Atzmon.

 
392

 Booth has worked for the Iranian-run 
Press

 
Tv,

 
393

 and  in 2008 was awarded a vIP passport  to Gaza by  Iranian-backed Hamas 
leader

 
Ismail Haniyeh.394

388 ‘keeping it Halal: Interactions in Islam’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/142714829748310/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

389 ‘What is the Future of Islam and Muslims in Britain’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
175643126541112/?active_tab=about, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

390 ‘Embracing the Muslim community: The Revert experience’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
168865053889720/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

391 ‘Lauren Booth on “Jewish supremacism”, why antisemitism is justified, & the wisdom of Gilad Atzmon’, UK Media Watch,
6 October 2011, available at: https://ukmediawatch.org/2011/10/06/lauren-booth-on-jewish-supremacism-why-
antisemitism-is-justified-the-wisdom-of-gilad-atzmon/, last visited: 2 March 2018. 

392 Elgot, J., ‘Lauren Booth’s attack points up new split in PSc’, The Jewish Chronicle, 1 december 2011, available at:
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/laurenbooth-s-attack-points-up-new-split-in-psc-1.29769, last visited: 21 February 2018. 

393 ‘Lauren Booth’s embrace of Islam veils the truth’, Evening Standard, 26 October 2010, available at: 
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/lauren-booth-s-embrace-ofislam-veils-the-truth-6528803.html, last visited: 21 February 2018. 

394 ‘Lauren Booth on “Jewish supremacism”, why antisemitism is justified, & the wisdom of Gilad Atzmon’, UK Media Watch,
6 October 2011.
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3.99  01/02/2018 – university of london, ucl – ‘uS Embassy in Jerusalem: What’s the big 
deal?’ 395

Speaker/s: dilly Hussain (see entry no. 3.79)

Organisation: 5Pillars 

topic: Geopolitics

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by UcL Friends of Palestine Society and UcL Islamic Society.

3.100  01/02/2018 – london School of Economics – ‘da’wah training course’ 396

Speaker/s: Hamza Tzortzis

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: dawah Training

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by London School of Economics’ Islamic Society for the ‘discover Islam
Week’ campaign.

Hamza Tzortzis  is a  senior  instructor at  iERA, with a history of concerning past comments 
and associations.  He  lectures  at  the  Al  kauthar  Institute, 397 which  has  hosted  a  series  of 
extreme preachers including Bilal Philips, Assim Al Hakeem, Yasir Qadhi, Abdurraheem Green 
and  Adnan Rashid. 398 Tzortzis  is  an  author  for  Islam21c,399 a  prominent  supporter  of 
HHUGS400 and was heavily criticised for making several extremist statements with regard to 
freedom of speech and the treatment of apostates that he has since retracted. 401 An expose 
in The Telegraph revealed that Tzortzis was a member of Hizb ut-Tahrir, a former researcher 
at  the  “hardline” Hittin  Institute  and  a  trustee  of  a  charity  investigated  for  terrorism  links, 
from  which  he  resigned after  the  charity’s  head  was  arrested  and  charged  in  Bangladesh 
following the discovery of “arms caches” at one of their funded schools.402

395 ‘US embassy in Jerusalem: What’s the big deal?’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
142881976509671/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

396 ‘da’wah Training course’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/333932987101314/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

397 ‘The Mirage of Atheism’, Al Kauthar Institute, available at: https://online.alkauthar.org/courses/the-mirage-of-atheism/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

398 For more information, see: ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’,
The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, pp.58-60.

399 ‘Author Archives: Hamza Andreas Tzortzis’, Islam21C, available at: https://www.islam21c.com/author/hamzaandreastzortzis/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

400 ‘URGEnT APPEAL: HHUGS WInTER cAMPAIGn – HAMZA TZORTZIS’, YouTube, 25 February 2014, available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ld7mf26_bWU, last visited: 5 January 2019; ‘HHUGS 2012 – Hamza Tzortzis
– Support an Iftar for your local HHUGS Family!’, YouTube, 21 July 2012, available at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=x2Qgred9HcU, last visited: 5 January 2019.

401 ‘clarifying my views on Freedom of Speech’, Hamza Tzortzis, 5 May 2013, available at:
http://www.hamzatzortzis.com/clarifications-and-responses/clarifying-my-views-on-freedom-of-speech/,
last visited: 5 January 2019; ‘Apology & clarification: Treatment of Apostates comment’, Hamza Tzortzis, available
at: http://www.hamzatzortzis.com/clarifications-and-responses/beheading-is-painless-comment-apology-clarification/,
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

402 ‘Speaker with extremist links to address detroit bomber’s former student group’, The Telegraph, 18 January 2010,
available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7012827/Speaker-with-extremist-links-
to-address-detroit-bombers-former-student-group.html, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
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3.101  01/02/2018 – brunel university – ‘call of duty dawah training’ 403 

Speaker/s: Murtaza chaudhary 

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: dawah Training

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by the Brunel Islamic Society. 

3.102  02/02/2018 – university of leeds – ‘Islam and love’ 404 

Speaker/s: Suhaib Webb (see entry no. 3.94)

Organisation: Al Buruj Press

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This event was hosted by Leeds University Union Islamic Society.

3.103  02/02/2018 – university of london, SOaS – ‘grill a muslim’ 405 

Speaker/s: Asif Uddin (see entry no. 3.14)

Organisation: Sabeel 

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: London

This event was organised by SOAS Islamic Society.

3.104  05/02/2018 – Imperial college london – ‘building relationships’ 406 

Speaker/s: Asim khan (see entry no. 3.05)

Organisation: Sabeel 

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by Imperial college Islamic Society and Muslim Medics.

403 ‘Brunel Islamic Society’, Facebook, 30 January 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/BruneliSOc/photos/
a.438886166233430.1073741828.436290159826364/1393373694118001/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.

404 ‘Islam & Love – Imam Suhaib Webb (USA), Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/320075791838478/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

405 ‘Grill a Muslim: Ustadh Asif Uddin’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1664933876935008/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

406 ‘Building Relationships’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/143874046303851/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.
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3.105  05/02/2018 – university of london, Queen mary – ‘divine values: Justice’ 407

Speaker/s: Abu Haneefah Sohail (see entry no. 3.19)

Organisation: n/A

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by Queen Mary Islamic Society.

3.106  05/02/2018 – university of kent – ‘how the prophet made leaders From broken 

people’ 408

Speaker/s: Ammar Al-Shukry

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: South East

This event was hosted by the kent University Islamic Society.

Ammar Al-Shukry is an instructor at the Al-Maghrib Institute.

3.107  06/02/2018 – london School of Economics – ‘can Women prosper in Islam?’ 409

Speaker/s: Zara Faris (see entry no. 3.91)

Organisation: The Muslim debate Initiative 

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by London School of Economics’ Islamic Society for the ‘discover Islam’ 

campaign.

3.108  06/02/2018 – leeds beckett university – ‘Islam, Evolution and atheism’ 410

Speaker/s: Subboor Ahmad 

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This event was hosted by Leeds Beckett Islamic Society.

407 ‘divine values: Justice’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/142981403171737/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

408 ‘kent Uni Isoc’, Facebook, 4 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/ukcisoc/photos/a.15253672143969
28.1073741828.1523928137874169/2026692787597699/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.

409 ‘can women prosper in Islam’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/332185040617988/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

40 ‘Leeds Beckett Islamic Society’, Facebook, 6 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/leedsbeckett.isoc/
photos/a.1951628388309129/2524418831030079/?type=3&theater, last visited: 6 January 2019.
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3.109  06/02/2018-07/02/2018 – Sheffield hallam university – ‘call of duty dawah 

Workshop’ 411

Speaker/s: Murtaza chaudhary 

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: dawah Training

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This event was hosted by Sheffield Hallam Islamic Society.

3.110  08/02/2018 – university of london, king’s college london – ‘the migration: reliving 

the great Journey’ 412

Speaker/s: Asim khan (see entry no. 3.05)

Organisation: Sabeel 

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by king’s college London Islamic Society.

3.111  08/02/2018 – the Oxford union – ‘religion debate: this house believes We 
cannot thrive Without religion’ 413

Speaker/s: Yvonne Ridley 

Organisation: n/A

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: South East

This event took place in a debate format, with three individuals speaking on both sides of the
motion.

Yvonne  Ridley  is  a  former  Respect  Party  candidate  and  cage  patron.414 She  has  donated 
money to  Hamas  leader  Ismail  Haniyeh, 415 promoted  virulent  anti-Semitism 416 and, 
according  to  The Guardian,  appeared  to  be  “reluctant”  to  condemn  Al Qaeda  leader  Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi.417

411 ‘call of duty dawah Workshop’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/193360434585531/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

412 ‘Saad A Qadir’, Facebook, 1 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/kclisoc/permalink/
10156052736982902/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

413 ‘Religion debate at the Oxford Union’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/555681254793939/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

414 ‘Innocence can only be lost once’, CAGE, 27 October 2014, available at: https://www.cage.ngo/innocence-can-only-be-lost-once,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

415 ‘British MP George Galloway defies International Sanctions against Hamas and compares Tony Blair to caligula’s Horse’,
Memri, 8 March 2009, available at: https://www.memri.org/tv/british-mp-george-galloway-defies-international-sanctions-
against-hamas-and-compares-tony-blair/transcript, last visited: 5 January 2019; see also: ‘Yvonne Ridley in Gaza
condemning Egypt and the international community’, YouTube, 22 March 2009, available at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_p5gAMATmiY, last visited: 15 January 2019.

416 ‘Taleban kidnap victim, Yvonne Ridley, talks to Alon Or-bach’, FelixOnline – WebArchive, available at:
http://web.archive.org/web/20061015125040/http://www.felixonline.co.uk/v2/article.php?id=2923, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

417 ‘Free radical’, The Guardian, 6 July 2008, available at: https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2008/jul/06/
women.features4, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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3.112  08/02/2018 – university of london, SOaS – ‘the desire For more: minimalism and 
Surat al-takathur’418

Speaker/s: Ammar Al-Shukry 

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

topic: Religious Jurispudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: London

3.113  09/02/2018 – london School of Economics – ‘are Islam and Evolution compatible?’419

Speaker/s: Subboor Ahmad

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by London School of Economics’ Islamic Society for the ‘discover Islam’
campaign.

3.114  10/02/2018 – university of Strathclyde – ‘muslim = public Enemy number 1’ 420

Speaker/s: Siraj Wahhaj

Organisation: Islamic Studies Trust

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: Scotland

Siraj Wahhaj is the imam of the Masjid Taqwa in new York.421 He sat on the national board of 
the extremism-linked422 council  on  American-Islamic  Relations  (cAIR),423 and  previously 
served as a minister424 in the vehemently racist and anti-Semitic organisation the nation of 
Islam.425 Wahhaj was listed as an “unindicted person” and an alleged “co-conspirator” in the 
1993 World Trade center bombing,426 and in 1995 served as a character witness for the ‘blind 
Sheikh’ Omar Abdel
418 ‘The desire For More: Minimalism and Surat Al-Takathur’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/

2078005402424257/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
419 ‘LSE discover Islam Week’, Facebook, 31 January 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/lsediscoverislamweek/

photos/a.420106034832640.1073741828.420058084837435/961137420729496/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
420 ‘SUMSA’, Facebook, 27 January 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/Sumsa.strath/photos/pcb.1666542216766019/

1666542153432692/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.
421 ‘Imam father of Muslim extremist who was found at new Mexico compound with 11 children was linked to 1993 bombing of

World Trade center and testified for blind sheikh who plotted it’, Daily Mail, 9 August 2019, available at:
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6043759/Imam-father-Muslim-extremist-new-Mexico-compound-ties-1993-
attack-World-Trade-center.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

422 ‘cAIR: Islamists Fooling the Establishment’, Middle East Forum, 2006, available at: https://www.meforum.org/articles/
2006/cair-islamists-fooling-the-establishment, last visited: 5 January 2019.

423 ‘Imam Siraj Wahhaj’, CAIR Minnesota, 7 May 2015, available at: https://cairmn.com/2-uncategorised/313-imam-siraj-
wahhaj.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.

424 ‘@SirajWahhaj’, Twitter, available at: https://twitter.com/sirajwahhaj?lang=en, last visited: 5 January 2019.
425 ‘The nation of Islam’, ADL, available at: https://www.adl.org/resources/profiles/the-nation-of-islam, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
426 ‘Imam linked to 1993 WTc bombing to speak at ‘Stand With Prophet’ event in Texas’, The Washington Times,

12 January 2015, available at: https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jan/12/imam-linked-to-1993-wtc-
bombing-to-speak-at-stand-/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
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Rahman who “masterminded” the attack.427 Reports detail how Wahhaj spoke  in “glowing” 
terms at his trial, describing Rahman as a “great” leader and a ‘’bold” and ‘’strong preacher of 
Islam”  for whom he  has  respect. 428 Wahhaj  has  called  for  jihad  in America; 429 promoted 
violent sharia punishments, 430 – including stoning for those that commit adultery;431 argued 
for chopping off the hands of  thieves 432 and killing homosexuals; 433 and warned Muslims 
against  befriending kafirs. 434 Furthermore,  Wahhaj  has  elicited  financial  support  for  the 
Benevolence  International Foundation,435 which  was  designated  by  the  US  Treasury 
department in 2002 as a “financier of terrorism”.436 In August 2018, Wahhaj’s son [Siraj  ibn 
Wahhaj] was arrested for training children how to commit school shootings in a new Mexico 
desert compound.437

3.115  12/02/2018 – Imperial college – ‘Islam and I’438

Speaker/s: Muslim Belal (see entry no. 3.16), Uthman Lateef (listed) (see entry no. 3.07)

Organisation: Hittin Institute 

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: London
This  event was  hosted  by  Imperial  college  Islamic  Society  for  the  ‘discover  Islam Week’ 
campaign. This event went ahead although Uthman Lateef did not speak.439

3.116  12/02/2018 – king’s college london – ‘discover Islam training’440

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: dawah Training

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by kcL Islamic Society.

427 ‘Imam father of Muslim extremist who was found at new Mexico compound with 11 children was linked to 1993 bombing of
World Trade center and testified for blind sheikh who plotted it’, Daily Mail, 9 August 2018, available at:
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6043759/Imam-father-Muslim-extremist-new-Mexico-compound-ties-1993-
attack-World-Trade-center.html, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

428 Ibid.
429 ‘Siraj Wahhaj on Jihad’, Middle East Forum, 30 January 2017, available at: https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/blog/

january-2017/siraj-wahhaj-on-jihad, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
430 ‘Silicon valley-Subsidized Hate Speakers: Siraj Wahhaj’, Middle East Forum, 9 March 2017, available at:

https://www.meforum.org/blogs/march-2017/silicon-valley-subsidized-hate-speakers-siraj-wah, last visited: 5 January 2019.  
431 ‘Boston Islamic Seminary to Host Hate Preacher Siraj Wahhaj for Ramadan Fundraiser’, Middle East Forum, 18 April 2017,

available at: https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/blog/april-2017/boston-islamic-seminary-to-host-hate-preacher-sira,
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

432 ‘Silicon valley-Subsidized Hate Speakers: Siraj Wahhaj’, Middle East Forum, 9 March 2017.
433 Ibid. 
434 Ibid. 
435 ‘Siraj Wahhaj on Jihad’, Middle East Forum, 30 January 2017.
436 ‘Treasury designates Benevolence International Foundation and Related Entities as Financiers of Terrorism’,

U.S. Department of the Treasury, 19 november 2002, available at: https://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/
Pages/po3632.aspx, last visited: 5 January 2019.  

437 ‘US suspect was “training children to commit school shootings”‘, BBC News, 8 August 2018, available at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-45120580, last visited: 5 January 2019.  

438 ‘Islam & I’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1484288064959547/, last visited: 5 January 2019.  
439 ‘discover Islam Week – Imperial college London’, Facebook, 12 February 2018, available at:

https://www.facebook.com/events/1484288064959547/permalink/1487860784602275/, last visited: 5 January 2019.  
440 ‘Saheel Mahmud > kcL Islamic Society’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1775976

059133422&set=gm.10156109421312902&type=3&theater&ifg=1, last visited: 5 January 2019.     
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3.117  13/02/2018 – university of aberdeen – ‘When the clock runs Out: Our attitude 

towards death’441

Speaker/s: Ammar Al-Shukry 

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: Scotland

This event was hosted by Aberdeen University Muslim Students Association and Robert Gordon
University Islamic Society.

3.118  13/02/2018 – university of cardiff – ‘rights of Women in Islam: protected or 

Subjugated?’442

Speaker/s: Zara Faris (see entry no. 3.91)

Organisation: Muslim debate Initiative

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: Wales

This event was hosted by cardiff University Islamic Society.

This event was cancelled.443

3.119  14/02/2018 – university of birmingham – ‘does Evolution undermine god?’444 

Speaker/s: Subboor Ahmad 

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was hosted by the University of Birmingham Islamic Society, and an additional 

panellist joined the speaker in the advertised Q&A session.

3.120  15/02/2018 – king’s college london – ‘discover Islam training’ 445 

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

441 ‘When the clock runs out: Our attitude towards death’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
160856441232582/, last visited: 5 January 2019.  

442 ‘Rights of Women in Islam: Protected or Subjugated?’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
1972303263088831/, last visited: 5 January 2019.  

443 ‘cardiff University Islamic Society (ISoc), Facebook, 13 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
1972303263088831/permalink/1977909645861526/, last visited: 5 January 2019.  

444 ‘University of Birmingham Islamic Society’, Facebook, 12 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/
UoBIslamicSociety/photos/a.10152428637702600.1073741826.123771907599/10155619383182600/?type=3&theater,
last visited: 5 January 2019.  

445 ‘Saheel Mahmud > kcL Islamic Society’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=
1775976059133422&set=gm.10156109421312902&type=3&theater&ifg=1, last visited: 5 January 2019.     
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topic: dawah Training

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by kcL Islamic Society.

3.121  15/02/2018 – glasgow caledonian university – ‘before the clock runs out: Our 

attitude towards death’446

Speaker/s: Ammar Al-Shukry 

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: Scotland

This event was hosted by the caledonian University Muslim Students Association.

3.122  15/02/2018 – university of cardiff – ‘god – delusion or Simple conclusion?’447 

Speaker/s: Hamza Tzortzis (see entry no. 3.100)

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: Wales

This event was hosted by cardiff University Islamic Society.

3.123  15/02/2018 – canterbury mosque – ‘Islam and the West: problems and Solutions’448

Speaker/s: Adnan Rashid

Organisation: Hittin Institute/iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Grievances

location: Off campus

region: South East

This event was advertised by kent University Islamic Society.

Adnan Rashid  is  a  senior  researcher  and  lecturer  at  the Hittin  Institute,  alongside Uthman 
Lateef (see entry no. 3.07).449He is also a former senior researcher and lecturer at  iERA.450 

Rashid has expressed admiration  for Al-Qaeda operative451Aafia Siddiqui, compared her  to 
nelson Mandela
446‘Before the clock Runs Out: Our Attitude Towards death’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/

1996956897237386/, last visited: 5 January 2019.   
447 ‘God – delusion or Simple conclusion?’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1756374757747993/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.   
448 ‘kent Uni Isoc’, Facebook, 12 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/ukcisoc/photos/

a.1525367214396928.1073741828.1523928137874169/2030675813866063/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.   
449 ‘Our Team’, Hittin Institute – WebArchive, available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20180331004455/

http://hittininstitute.co.uk/our-team/, last visited: 5 January 2019.   
450 Evangelising Hate: Islamic Education and Research Academy (iERA), Council of Ex-Muslims of Britain, May 2014, p.5. 
451 ‘Transcript: Ashcroft, Mueller news conference’, CNN, 27 May 2004, available at: http://edition.cnn.com/2004/US/

05/26/terror.threat.transcript/, last visited: 5 January 2019.   
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and  described  her  as  an  innocent  victim  of  oppression.452 In  2013,  Rashid  wrote  on  his 
Facebook page that “any Muslim who rejects Sharia law apostatises from Islam. A Muslim has 
no choice but to accept Sharia and submit to it”. 453 He has claimed that rape in non-Islamic 
societies  is caused  by  the  mixing  of  genders,  and  that  “Women  in  the  Muslim  world  are 
generally  not  raped by  their  husbands because  they don’t  usually  refuse  to  have  intimacy 
with  them”.454 Rashid  is  a prominent  supporter  of  HHUGS,  has  made  several  derogatory 
comments  towards  the  Ahmadi community,  and  in  January  2017  accused  the  BBc  of 
attempting to “escalate  Islamophobic attacks on Muslim women” by airing a satirical video 
that mocked the Islamic State.455

3.124  16/02/2018 – university of aston – ‘believe and do good’456

Speaker/s: Zahir Mahmood (see entry no. 3.91)

Organisation: n/A

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was hosted by Aston University Islamic Society.

3.125  17/02/2018 – manchester metropolitan university – ‘dawah training’457

Speaker/s: nadeem Ashraf

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: dawah Training

location: On campus

region: north West

This event was hosted by Manchester Metropolitan University Islamic Society.

3.126  17/02/2018 – university of leicester – ‘dawah training Workshop’458

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: dawah Training

location: On campus

region: East Midlands

This event was hosted by University of Leicester Islamic Society and FOSIS (see entry no. 3.54).459

452 Adnan Rashid, Facebook, 3 July 2013, available at: https://www.facebook.com/MrAdnanRashid/posts/571687296202723,
last visited: 22 January 2018.; see also ‘Adnan Rashid Facebook post’, Facebook, 13 May 2013, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/MrAdnanRashid/posts/549133165124803, last visited: 22 January 2018. 

453 ‘Adnan Rashid’, Facebook, 18 november 2013, available at: https://www.facebook.com/MrAdnanRashid/posts/
640512389320213, last visited: 5 January 2019.   

454 ‘Adnan Rashid’, Facebook, 14 June 2012, available at: https://www.facebook.com/MrAdnanRashid/posts/105375629605436,
last visited: 5 January 2019.    

455 ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, p.88-90. 
456 ‘Aston ISoc’, Facebook, 14 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/aston.isoc/photos/a.656700631010

111.1073741826.656694527677388/1939197339427094/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.   
457 ‘dIW dawah Training’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1612047598890339/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
458 ‘University of Leicester Islamic Society’, Facebook, 16 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/ULISoc/

photos/a.540762042677013/1691140064305866/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.    
459 ‘dawah Workshop – Leicester’, GoogleDocs, available at: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1sWdhqO_

AxRi6sxJ2AjT4-QdFkMOPhOQnxLMiGPZ2sTkEXg/viewform, last visited: 5 January 2019.    
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3.127  17/02/2018-23/02/2018 – hoopoe house, london – ‘palestine Expo pop-up’460

Speaker/s: Suleiman Gani

Organisation: Friends of Al-Aqsa (see entry no. 3.146)

topic: Geopolitics

location: Off campus

region: London

Of this week-long series of workshops, one day was advertised as an ‘invite-only’ discussion
dedicated to student activism and networking.

Suleiman Gani is a former Group co-ordinator at Mend461 and official supporter of HHUGS.462 

He  has  opposed  homosexuality,  described  women  as  subservient  to  men  and  spoken 
disparagingly towards the Ahmadi Muslim community. 463 He spoke at a rally for convicted 
Al-Qaeda  terrorist  Aafia  Siddiqui,464 cautioned  against  “moderate  Muslims”  at  a  Hizb  ut-
Tahrir event in 2010,465 and leaked photographs are believed to show Gani attending an al-
Muhajiroun rally preceding its proscription as a terrorist group.466

3.128  19/02/2018 – university of Sheffield – What is Islamophobia?’467 

Speaker/s: dilly Hussain (see entry no. 3.79)

Organisation: 5Pillars 

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This event was hosted by University of Sheffield Islamic circle.

3.129  19/02/2018 – university of Sunderland – ‘masterful mosaic: how the prophet made 

leaders From broken people’468

Speaker/s: Ammar Al-Shukry 

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: north East

This event was hosted by Sunderland Islamic Society.

460 ‘Palestine Expo Pop-Up’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/771614726365648/,
last visited: 6 January 2019.

461 Mend: “Islamists Masquerading As civil Libertarians”‘, The Henry Jackson Society, October 2017, pp.27-9. 
462 ‘Shaykh Suliman Gani’, HHUGS, available at: https://www.hhugs.org.uk/2014/07/shaykh-suliman-gani/539/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.     
463 ‘Mend: “Islamists Masquerading As civil Libertarians”‘, The Henry Jackson Society, October 2017, p.27. 
464 Ibid.
465 ‘voting in islam debate part 2’, YouTube, 11 May 2010, available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqpHJUw4YnE

&feature=related, last visited: 5 January 2019, 4:00.
466 ‘Is this Suliman Gani?’, Harry’s Place, 6 October 2016, available at: http://hurryupharry.org/2016/10/06/is-this-suliman-gani/,

last visited: 21 February 2018. 
467 ‘What is Islamophobia’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/189420925148595/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
468 ‘Masterful Mosaic: How The Prophet Made Leaders from Broken People’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/

events/1897954633867910/, last visited: 5 January 2019.     
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3.130  19/02/2018 – manchester metropolitan university – ‘From darkness to light: Finding 

Islam’ 469

Speaker/s: Lauren Booth (see entry no. 3.98)

Organisation: n/A

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: north West

This event was hosted by Manchester Metropolitan University Islamic Society.

3.131  19/02/2018 – university of Essex – ‘Islam, atheism and Evolution’470 

Speaker/s: Subboor Ahmad (advertised as “Saboor from iERA”) 

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: South East

This event is hosted by the University of Essex Islamic Society.

3.132  20/02/2018 – manchester metropolitan university – ‘Islam, atheism and Evolution’471 

Speaker/s: Subboor Ahmad 

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: north West

This event was hosted by Manchester Metropolitan University Islamic Society.

3.133  20/02/2018 – university of birmingham – ‘productive muslim’472 

Speaker/s: Ammar Al-Shukry 

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was hosted by University of Birmingham Islamic Society.

469 ‘From darkness to Light: Finding Islam’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/181961705739370/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.     

470 ‘Islam, Atheism & Evolution’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/184426925496108/,
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

471 ‘Islam, Atheism and Evolution’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/220463381859698/,
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

472 ‘Productive Muslim – Ammar Al Shukry’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/398249407284948/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.     
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3.134  21/02/2018 – university of london, king’s college london – ‘discover Islam 

training’473 

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: dawah Training

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by kcL Islamic Society.

3.135  21/02/2018 – university of bristol – ‘before the clock runs Out: Our attitude 

towards death’474

Speaker/s: Ammar Al-Shukry 

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: South West

This event was hosted by University of Bristol Islamic Society.

3.136  22/02/2018 – university of Essex – ‘rekindle your Eman’475

Speaker/s: Asim khan (see entry no. 3.05), Shabbir Hassan (see entry no. 3.06) 

Organisation: Sabeel, Islam channel

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: South East

This event was hosted by Essex Islamic Society.

3.137  23/02/2018 – manchester metropolitan university – ‘misconceptions about Sharia 

law’476

Speaker/s: Abdullah al-Andalusi (see entry no. 3.60)

Organisation: Muslim debate Initiative 

topic: Religious Governance

location: On campus

region: north West

This event was hosted by Manchester Metropolitan University Islamic Society for ‘discover 

Islam Week’.

473 ‘Saheel Mahmud > kcL Islamic Society’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=17759760
59133422&set=gm.10156109421312902&type=3&theater&ifg=1, last visited: 5 January 2019.     

474 ‘Bristol University Islamic Society (Brisoc), Facebook, 19 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/brisoc/
photos/a.162225407202152.38897.153603074731052/1632015253556486/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.     

475 ‘Rekindle your eman’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/426796301088730/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
476 ‘Misconceptions about Sharia Law’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/341680019667490/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.     
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3.138  24/02/2018 – university of nottingham – ‘dawah training’477 

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: dawah Training

location: On campus

region: East Midlands

This event was hosted by University of nottingham Islamic Society.

3.139  26/02/2018 – university of leicester – ‘Jesus Son of mary’478

Speaker/s: Hasib noor479

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute480 (see entry no. 3.08)

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: East Midlands

This  event  was  hosted  by  University  of  Leicester  Islamic  Society  and  likeMEdIAtv.481 

LikeMEdIA.tv is a Uk-based Islamic events company that organises events for Muslim youth. 
Speakers  on their  website  bear  significant  overlap  with  instructors  from  the  Al-Maghrib 
Institute, and include extremist preachers such as Siraj Wahhaj (see entry no. 3.114), Abdur-
Rahman (see entry no. 3.91) and Abdullah Hakim Quick (see entry no. 3.08).482

3.140  27/02/2018 – university of london, SOaS – ‘Islamophobia: causes and cures’483 

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by SOAS Islamic Society and Mend.

3.141  27/02/2018 – university of cardiff – ‘david vs goliath’484 

Speaker/s: Hasib noor

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

477 ‘University of nottingham Islamic Society’, Facebook, 23 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottsisoc/
photos/a.158588430835882.36336.125078374186888/2027007127327327/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.     

478 ‘Univerisity of Leicester Islamic Society’, Facebook, 26 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/ULISoc/
videos/1702087536544452/, last visited: 5 January 2019.     

479 ‘Shaykh Hasib noor – Jesus: Son of Mary’, Flickr, 26 February 2018, available at: https://www.flickr.com/photos/
likemediatv/40907076831/in/photostream/, last visited: 5 January 2019.     

480 ‘Hasib noor’, Al Maghrib, available at: https://www.almaghrib.org/instructors/hasib-noor, last visited: 5 January 2019.     
481 ‘Jesus: Son of Mary’, Flickr, available at: https://www.flickr.com/photos/likemediatv/albums/72157691599969192,

last visited: 5 January 2019.  
482 ‘Speakers’, likemedia.tv, available at: http://www.likemedia.tv/speakers/, last visited: 5 January 2019.     
483 ‘Islamophobia: causes and cures’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1463741403723508/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.     
484 ‘david vs Goliath’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1531140527002721/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
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topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: Wales

Hasib noor is an instructor at the Al-Maghrib Institute.485

This event was hosted by cardiff University Islamic Society and likeMEdIA.tv (see entry no. 3.139).

3.142  27/02/2018 – university of bradford – ‘my Journey to Islam’ 486 

Speaker/s: Lauren Booth (see entry no. 3.98)

Organisation: n/A

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This event was hosted by University of Bradford Islamic Society.

3.143  28/02/2018 – university of aston – ‘adam and Eve’487

Speaker/s: Hasib noor 

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was hosted by Aston Islamic Society and likeMEdIA.tv (see entry no. 3.139).

3.144  28/02/2018 – university of bradford – ‘a mercy to mankind’488

Speaker/s: Asim khan (see entry no. 3.05)

Organisation: Sabeel 

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: Yorkshire and Humberside

This event was hosted by University of Bradford Islamic Society for ‘discover Islam Week’.

3.145  01/03/2018 – university of keele – ‘moses and the red Sea – Islamic version’489 

Speaker/s: Hasib noor 

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

485 ‘Hasib noor’, Al Maghrib. 
486 ‘Bradford ISoc’, Facebook, 26 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/BradISoc/photos/a.148412903

8522216.1073741829.1476562369278883/2032814930320288/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.     
487 ‘LikeMEdIATv: ‘Adam & Eve’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/790582424482040/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.     
488 ‘Bradford ISoc’, Facebook, 1 March 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/BradISoc/posts/2034077240194057,

last visited: 5 January 2019.      
489 ‘Moses and the Red Sea – Islamic version’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1627259057323073/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.     
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topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was hosted by keele University Islamic Society and likeMEdIA.tv (see entry no. 3.139).

3.146  01/03/2018 – london School of Economics – ‘Why is Israel an apartheid State?’490

Speaker/s: Ismail Patel, Ghada karmi

Organisation: Friends of Al-Aqsa 

topic: Geopolitics

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by London School of Economics’ Student Union Palestine Society and
two other speakers joined the above panellists. 

Ismail Patel is the founder and chairman of Friends of Al-Aqsa. 491 He has expressed support 
for proscribed terror group Hamas, and previously served as a spokesman for the British Muslim 
Initiative (BMI), an organisation that was co-founded with a Hamas “senior commander” and 
a Hamas “special envoy” to Britain, Azzam Tamimi (see entry no. 3.31).492 Moreover, Friends 
of al-Aqsa’s  bank  account  was  closed  by  the  co-operative  to  ensure  that  funds  “do  not 
inadvertently fund illegal or other proscribed activities”.493

Ghada karmi is a Palestinian academic and activist 494 who has defended comparing Israel to 
the nazis and was quoted as having said that “The Jews were not wanted  in Europe. They 
were an unpopular, unloved people, who were off-loaded into the [Middle East]”.495

3.147  01/03/2018 – university of bournemouth – ‘heaven and the afterlife: an Islamic 
perspective’ 496

Speaker/s: Asim khan (see entry no. 3.05)

Organisation: Sabeel 

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: South West

This event was hosted by Bournemouth University Islamic Society.

490 ‘Why is Israel an Apartheid State?’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/153319732033732/,
last visited: 6 January 2019.

491 ‘co-op Bank shuts down account belonging to Palestinain nGO Friends of Al-Aqsa ‘without explanation’, The Independent,
6 January 2016, available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/co-op-bank-shuts-down-account-
belonging-to-palestinian-charity-friends-of-al-aqsa-without-a6798576.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

492 ‘How the Muslim Brotherhood fits into a network of extremism’, The Telegraph, 8 February 2015, available at:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/11398538/How-the-Muslim-Brotherhood-fits-into-a-network-
of-extremism.html, last visited: 10 January 2019.

493 Ibid. 
494 For more information, see: Rich, d., The Left’s Jewish Problem: Jeremy Corbyn, Israel and Anti-Semitism (London Biteback:

2018), pp.87-91, 93, 96-8, 101-7.
495 ‘EXcLUSIvE: Jeremy corbyn said British “Zionists” have “no sense of English irony despite having lived here all their lives”

and “need a lesson”, while giving speech alongside Islamic extremists at a conference publicised by Hamas’ military wing’,
Daily Mail, 23 August 2018, available at: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6087783/Jeremy-corbyn-said-
British-Zionists-no-sense-English-irony.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.   

496 ‘Heaven and The Afterlife: An Islamic Perspective’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
151037048914809/, last visited: 5 January 2019.   
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3.148  02/03/2018 – university of nottingham – ‘can Society define morality?’497

Speaker/s: Hamza Tzortzis (see entry no. 3.100)

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: East Midlands

This event was hosted by the University of nottingham Islamic Society for ‘discover Islam 

Week’.

3.149  02/03/2018 – university of kent – ‘how has colonisation affected the muslim 

World’498 

Speaker/s: Abdulllah al-Andalusi

Organisation: Muslim debate Initiative 

topic: Geopolitics

location: On campus

region: South East

This event was hosted by kent University Islamic Society for ‘discover Islam Week’.

This event was postponed due to the weather.

3.150  02/03/2018 – university of aston – ‘Jumu’ah (Friday prayers)’499

Speaker/s: Yahya Ibrahim (see entry no. 3.87)

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: West Midlands 

This event was hosted by the University of Aston Islamic Society for ‘discover Islam Week’.

3.151  02/03/2018 – university of birmingham – ‘Jumu’ah’500 

Speaker/s: Hasib noor 

Organisation: Al-Maghrib Institute (see entry no. 3.08)

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was hosted by the University of Birmingham Islamic Society.

497 ‘University of nottingham Islamic Society’, Facebook, 25 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottsisoc/
photos/pcb.2029807047047335/2029806693714037/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.   

498 ‘kent Uni Isoc’, Facebook, 28 February 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/230607880816483/
permalink/232324707311467/, last visited: 5 January 2019.   

499 ‘JUMU’AH (Friday Prayers)’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/414479538997284/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.   

500 ‘University of Birmingham Islamic Society’, Facebook, 1 March 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/
UoBIslamicSociety/photos/a.10152428637702600.1073741826.123771907599/10155665634792600/?type=3&theater.
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3.152  03/03/2018 – hamilton house, london – ‘Students against racism conference’501

Speaker/s: Aman Ali (see entry no. 3.50), Isobel kingscott/Ingham-Barrow

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: Off campus

region: London

This event was hosted by Stand Up To Racism and Mend,502 and featured several workshops 

and campaign groups. Isobel kingscott/Ingham-Barrow is Head of Policy and Research at 

Mend.503

3.153  05/03/2018 – university of nottingham – ‘Feeding the Soul in the age of 
materialism’504

Speaker/s: Uthman Lateef (see entry no. 3.07)

Organisation: Hittin Institute

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: East Midlands

This event was hosted by the University of nottingham Islamic Society, with two campaign
groups and nottingham Islam Information Point.

nottingham Islam Information Point (nIIP)  is a da’awah organisation that has a history of 
promoting  extremist  speakers  and partnering with  extremist  organisations.  The  centre  has 
worked closely with iERA, 505 the Al-Maghrib Institute 506 and has distributed literature from 
the  Islamic  dawah  centre  International  (IdcI).507 nIIP  has  held  Interpal  events,508 

campaigned for the release of Shaker Aamer509 and is a “proud” sponsor of HHUGS.510 Of 

501 ‘Students Against Racism conference’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/955768344576714/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.   

502 Stand Up To Racism and Mend have a history of collaboration that is beyond the scope of this paper. For more
information, see: ‘Mend: “Islamists Masquerading As civil Libertarians”‘, The Henry Jackson Society, 2017, available at:
http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/HJS-Mend-Report.pdf, pp.45-8.

503 ‘Meet the Team’, Mend.
504 ‘Feeding the Soul in the age of Materialism’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1338821062929929/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.    
505 ‘The Prophetic Mission’, Facebook, 29 October 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/Prophetic.M/posts/

10157090202019739?__tn__=c-R, last visited: 5 January 2019; see also: ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook,
23 december 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottinghamislaminformationpoint/photos/a.201551178872
2192/2015512862055418/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019; and ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook,
12 november 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottinghamislaminformationpoint/photos/pcb.222000582
8272786/2220005781606124/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019; and ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’,
Facebook, 23 december 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottinghamislaminformationpoint/photos/a.2015
511788722192/2015513235388714/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.    

506 ‘21st century Lessons from the Seerah’, YouTube, 10 April 2013, available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
nEqLzp58nwc, last visited: 6 January 2019; see also: ‘The Recipe for Success – kamal el-Mekki’, YouTube, 15 June 2012,
available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdeu9_lu5FY, last visited: 6 January 2019.

507 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 1 August 2015, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991545440888/1620058988267476/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.    

508 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 27 January 2016, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1677108419229199/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.    

509 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 22 March 2013, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1515017488771627/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.    

510 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 29 September 2014, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1515001275439915/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019; see
also: ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 27 February 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1860524977554208/1860525037554202/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019;
and ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 14 June 2013, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991545440888/1515031778770198/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.    
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further alarm, the centre  has  hosted  fundraisers  for  the  aforementioned  terror-linked 
charities  Aid4Syria  and  Al Fatiha  Global. 511 This  is  in  addition  to  nIIP’s  official  causes, 512 

which  include  extremist-linked charities  Islamic  Relief,  513 Ethar  Relief 514 and  the  Ummah 
Welfare Trust. 515 The centre’s guest speakers include, but are not limited to: Suleiman Gani, 
516 Abu  Usamah  At-Thahabi, 517 Majdi Aquil, 518 Ibrahim  Hewitt, 519 Imran  Ibn  Mansur 
(“dawah  Man”), 520 Zahir  Mahmood, 521 Abdurraheem  Green, 522 Yvonne  Ridley 523 and 
Yusha Evans. 524 Those promoted  include Uthman Lateef,525 Haitham al-Haddad,526 khalid 
Fikery,527 Yusuf Estes,528 Moazzam Begg,529 Said Rageah530 and Yusuf chambers.531

511 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 8 January 2014, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991595440883/1514991958774180/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019; see
also: ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 25 June 2013, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991545440888/1515031775436865/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.    

512 ‘current causes’, Nottingham Islam Information Point, available at: https://www.nottinghamislam.com/causes,
last visited: 5 January 2019.    

513 ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, pp.64-9. 
514 ‘Trojan Horse “links to terror”‘, The Telegraph, 8 June 2014, available at: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/

10883894/Trojan-Horse-links-to-terror.html, last visited: 5 January 2019.     
515 ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, pp.69-70. 
516 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 18 March 2013, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham

islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514992295440813/1515018615438181/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      
517 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 6 April 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham

islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991545440888/2072800422993328/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019; see
also: ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 4 August 2011, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991595440883/1515033715436671/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

518 ‘notingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 22 April 2016, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1714187868854587/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019; see
also: ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 27 January 2016, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1677108419229199/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

519 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 27 January 2016, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1677108419229199/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

520 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 08 december 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991595440883/2006958962910808/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

521 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 4 november 2015, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1649724501967591/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019; see
also: ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 16 October 2015, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991545440888/1645193629087345/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019; and
‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 23 October 2015, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991545440888/1646857128920995/?type=3&theater, last visited: 6 January 2019. 

522 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 25 April 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1889008081372564/1889008354705870/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

523 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 05 July 2015, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
      
524 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 10 december 2016, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham

islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1824088431197863/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019; see
also: ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 27 February 2014, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1515005202106189/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

525 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 27 February 2014, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1515005202106189/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

526 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 17 February 2012, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1515029025437140/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019; see
also: ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 10 december 2013, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991545440888/1515025938770782/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

527 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 17 February 2012, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1515029025437140/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

528 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 15 March 2012, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991545440888/1515035785436464/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

529 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 8 January 2014, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991595440883/1514991958774180/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019; see
also: ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 5 June 2016, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1735664346706939/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

530 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 27 december 2011, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham 
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1515029455437097/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

531 ‘nottingham Islam Information Point’, Facebook, 27 February 2014, available at: https://www.facebook.com/nottingham 
islaminformationpoint/photos/a.1514991542107555/1515005202106189/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      
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In response to criticism of a Hizb ut-Tahrir video permitting the use of a stick for men to beat 
their wives, nIIP tweeted “If we had a choice to either hit our womenfolk with a toothstick or 
to kill and sacrifice them upon the altar as mentioned in the story of Jephthah (Judges 11:29); 
I  certainly know what  I would choose!”.532 Of additional  concern,  the chairman of nIIP has 
been ‘tagged’ in two posts from the official Zakir naik Facebook page.533

3.154  06/03/2018 – university of portsmouth – ‘Jesus Exhibition’534

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: South East

This event was hosted by the University of Portsmouth Islamic Society for  ‘discover Islam 

Week’.

3.155  06/03/2018 – university of portsmouth – ‘Why do I wear the hijab?’535

Speaker/s: Sahar al-Faifi (see entry no. 3.37)

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: South East

This event was hosted by the University of Portsmouth Islamic Society for  ‘discover Islam 

Week’.

3.156  06/03/2018 – university of Sussex – ‘did Islam liberate Women?’536

Speaker/s: Zara Faris (see entry no. 3.91)

Organisation: Muslim debate Initiative 

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: South East

This event was hosted by the University of Sussex Islamic Society for ‘discover Islam Week’.

532 ‘@nottinghamislam’, Twitter, 3 november 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/nottinghamislam/status/
926564133377576965, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

533 ‘dr Zakir naik’, Facebook, 25 September 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/zakirnaik/photos/
t.100002258914424/1142003442629167/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019; see also: ‘dr Zakir naik’, Facebook,
15 September 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/zakirnaik/photos/t.100002258914424/1136328069863371/
?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

534 ‘ISOc Porstmouth – Islamic Society’, Facebook, 6 March 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/isocportsmouth/
photos/rpp.279764378716656/2079726185387124/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.      

535 ‘ISOc Portsmouth – Islamic Society’, Facebook, 6 March 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/isocportsmouth/
photos/pcb.2079726215387121/2079726182053791/?type=3&theater, last visited: 5 January 2019.       

536 ‘discover Islam Week’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1924142414582490/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.       
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3.157  06/03/2018 – university of Warwick – ‘dawah training’537 

Speaker/s: Murtaza chaudhary 

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: dawah Training

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was hosted by the University of Warwick Islamic Society.

3.158  07/03/2018 – university of portsmouth – ‘did Islam Spread by the Sword?’538 

Speaker/s: Abdullah al-Andalusi (see entry no. 3.60)

Organisation: Muslim debate Initiative 

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: South East

This event was hosted by the University of Portsmouth Islamic Society. The event was cancelled 

due to “unforeseen circumstances” and was scheduled to be rearranged.

3.159  08/03/2018 – university of Sussex – ‘can Sharia Solve modern problems?’539 

Speaker/s: Abdullah al-Andalusi (see entry no. 3.60)

Organisation: Muslim debate Initiative 

topic: Religious Governance

location: On campus

region: South East

This event was hosted by the University of Sussex Islamic Society for ‘discover Islam Week’.

3.160  09/03/2018 – university of bristol – ‘Why choose Islam?’540 

Speaker/s: Hamza Tzortzis (see entry no. 3.100)

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: South West

This event was hosted by Bristol University Islamic Society.

537 ‘iERA’, Facebook, 6 March 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/iERAorg/posts/1586114074758415,
last visited: 5 January 2019.       

538 ‘ISOc –Portsmouth – Islamic Society’, Facebook, 7 March 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/isocportsmouth/
photos/a.741193145907108.1073741825.279764378716656/2081265885233154/?type=3&theater. 

539 ‘discover Islam Week’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1924142414582490/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.       

540 ‘Why choose Islam? (+Free dinner)’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/1940325572948354/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.       
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3.161  12/03/2018 – university of birmingham – ‘divine commands: meta-Ethics and moral 

Epistemology in the Islamic tradition’ 541

Speaker/s: Hamza Tzortzis (see entry no. 3.100)

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was hosted by the University of Birmingham Islamic Medical Society.

3.162  12/03/2018 – university of kent – ‘Islam: Friend or Foe’542

Speaker/s: Abdullah al-Andalusi (see entry no. 3.60)

Organisation: Muslim debate Initiative 

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: South East

This event was hosted by kent University Islamic Society for ‘discover Islam Week’.

3.163  12/03/2018 – brunel university – ‘Journey of an Israeli in palestine’543

Speaker/s: Miko Peled (see entry no. 3.02)

Organisation: n/A

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by Brunel Friends of Palestine and promoted by the Brunel Students’ Union.

3.164  13/03/2018 – university of Sunderland – ‘the best of both Worlds’ 544

Speaker/s: Abdur-Raheem Mccarthy

Organisation: Islamic diversity centre

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: north East

Abdur-Raheem Mccarthy is a speaker at the Islamic diversity centre, 545 and a presenter on 

Zakir naik’s Peace Tv network.546 He has said that greeting a person on a non-Muslim holiday

541 ‘@HATzortzis’, Twitter, 11 March 2018, available at: https://twitter.com/HATzortzis/status/972911556806762501,
last visited: 5 January 2019.       

542 ‘kent Uni Isoc’, Facebook, 8 March 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/ukcisoc/posts/2042272812706363,
last visited: 5 January 2019.       

543 ‘Journey of an Israeli to Palestine’, Union of Brunel Students, available at: https://brunelstudents.com/ents/event/3950/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.       

544 ‘The Best of Both Worlds’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/547751688925001/, 
last visited: 5 January 2019. 

545 ‘2018 discover Islam Week’, IDCNorthEast, available at: http://idcnortheast.org/blog/category/raisingawareness/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.       

546 ‘Abdur Raheem Mccarthy’, Peace TV, available at: http://www.peacetv.tv/en-gb/speakers/Abdur-Raheem-Mccarthy,
last visited: 10 January 2019.

EXTREME SPEAkERS And EvEnTS: In THE 2017/18 AcAdEMIc YEAR



79

is  “as  great  a  sin  as  congratulating  someone  for  drinking wine,  or murdering  someone,  or 
having illicit  sexual  relations”. 547 He  has  also  described  same-sex  marriage  as  “America 
take[ing] another step in destroying itself”548 and been filmed stating that it is “haram” for a 
Muslim to take part in valentine’s day, “[especially] doing anything that helps non-Muslims”. 
549 In december 2018, Mccarthy posted photographs on his social media page showing him 
spending time  with  Zakir  naik  and  Bilal  Philips  in  Malaysia. 550 Both  naik  and  Philips  are 
banned from entering the Uk (see entry. 3.64).551

3.165  15/03/2018 – university of manchester – ‘Who were the Ottomans?’552

Speaker/s: dilly Hussain (see entry no. 3.79)

Organisation: 5Pillars 

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: north West

This event was hosted by the University of Manchester Islamic Society.

3.166  15/03/2018 – brunel university – ‘history of Islam in britain’553

Speaker/s: Adnan Rashid (see entry no. 3.123) Musa Adnan (see entry no. 3.06), Ali dawah

Organisation: iERA (see entry no. 3.63)

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by the University of Brunel Islamic Society.

Ali dawah has promoted extremist preacher Haitham al-Haddad on his social media channel, 
and defended him against critique. 554 In november 2018, dawah referred to  liberal Muslim 
Majid nawaz using the derogatory term ‘munafiq’ [hypocrite].555

3.167  19/03/2018 – university of coventry – ‘mental health: an Islamic perspective’556

Speaker/s: Uthman Lateef (see entry no. 3.07)

547 Archived footage. See also: ‘conference will expose students to an array of individuals with extremist links’,
The Henry Jackson Society, available at: https://henryjacksonsociety.org/news/conference-will-expose-students-to-an-
array-of-individuals-with-extremist-links/, last visited: 5 January 2019.       

548 Abdur-Raheem Mccarthy, Facebook, 26 June 2013, available at: https://www.facebook.com/sheikhmccarthy/posts/
577831825594891, last visited: 14 March 2018. 

549 Archived footage.
550 ‘@shmccarthy’, Twitter, 9 december 2018, available at: https://twitter.com/shmccarthy/status/1071938229882912768,

last visited: 10 January 2019
551 ‘@shmccarthy’, Twitter, 9 december 2018, available at: https://twitter.com/shmccarthy/status/1071938229882912768,

last visited: 10 January 2019
552 ‘Who were the Ottomans?’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/307342159789931/,

last visited: 5 January 2019.       
553 ‘Brunel Islamic Society’, Facebook, 15 March 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/BruneliSOc/posts/

1434911419964228, last visited: 5 January 2019.       
554 ‘EXPOSInG FALSE AccUSATIOnS On SHIEkH HAITHAM & STUdEnT LOAnS’, YouTube, 14 August 2016, available at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-ihc4-Prv0, last visited: 12 January 2019. See also: ‘@Alidawow’, Twitter, 12 March 2017,
available at: https://twitter.com/Alidawow/status/840938661998923776, last visited: 12 January 2019.

555 ‘@Alidawow’, Twitter, 28 november 2018, available at: https://twitter.com/alidawow/status/1067794079013064705
?lang=en-gb, last visited: 12 January 2019.

556 ‘coventry ISOc’, Facebook, 18 March 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/coventry.isoc/posts/762189970646355,
last visited: 5 January 2019.       
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Organisation: As-Suffa Institute 

topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

This event was hosted by the University of coventry Islamic Society. 

3.168  19/03/2018 – university of roehampton – ‘the Fitnah of our time’557 

Speaker/s: Yahya Al-Raaby (see entry no. 3.30)

Organisation: n/A

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by the University of Roehampton Islamic Society.

3.169  21/03/2018 – university of Exeter – ‘Islamophobia: roots, consequences and 

Solutions’ 558

Speaker/s: Aman Ali (see entry no. 3.50), Sahar al-Faifi (see entry no. 3.37)

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: South West

This event was hosted by the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter.

3.170  03/04/2018 – university of london, city – ‘the Significance of masjid al aqsa’559 

Speaker/s: Ismail Patel (see entry no. 3.146)

Organisation: Friends of Al-Aqsa 

topic: Geopolitics

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by city Islamic Society.

3.171  06/04/2018 – university of london, SOaS – ‘Succeeding in ramadhan & Exams’560 

Speaker/s: Yusuf chambers, Shabbir Hassan (see entry no. 3.06)

Organisation: Islam channel 

557 ‘@RoehamptonISOc’, Twitter, 17 March 2018, available at: https://twitter.com/RoehamptonISOc/status/974952306960666624,
last visited: 5 January 2019.       

558 ‘visiting Speakers from MEnd (Muslim Engagement and development)’, University of Exeter, available at:
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/news/events/details/index.php?event=8090, last visited: 5 January 2019.       

559 ‘@cityISoc’, Twitter, 31 March 2018, available at: https://twitter.com/cityISoc/status/980154440354357248,
last visited: 5 January 2019.       

560 ‘SOAS Islamic Society’, Facebook, 6 April 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/soasisoc/posts/1002292473252801,
last visited: 5 January 2019.       
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topic: Personal Stories and Wellbeing

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by SOAS Islamic Society, and several other speakers joined the above
panellist. 

The event raised funds for Human Relief Foundation (see entry no. 3.40)

Yusuf chambers  is a  founding member of  iERA 561 and presenter on Zakir naik’s Peace Tv 
network. 562 In an interview with naik, he accepted the cleric’s claim that the punishment for 
homosexuality  is  death,  and  further  endorsed  naik’s  comment  that  adulterers  should  be 
stoned, responding  “May  Allah  allow  us  to  bring  back  that  punishment  to  protect  all 
humanity”. 563 In 2012, chambers faced significant protests when he was invited to speak at 
York University, and he refused to answer any questions regarding his previous comments on 
homosexuals.564 In May 2013,  he  appeared  alongside Haitham al-Haddad  and  Said Rageah 
when  preacher  Fahad  Qureshi presented  strict  Sharia  punishments,  such  as  stoning  for 
adultery, as normative Islam.565

3.172  17/04/2018 – university of london, SOaS – ‘Islam & politics’566

Speaker/s: Muhammad Taqi Usmani

Organisation: n/A

topic: Religious Governance

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by the SOAS Islamic Finance and Ethics Society, SOAS Islamic Society
and Turath Publishing. Two other speakers were promoted, including Abdur-Rahman (see entry
no. 3.91). 

Turath Publishing has promoted several extremist-linked preachers including Zahir Mahmood 
(see  entry  no.  3.91),567 Suleiman  Gani  (see  entry  no.  3.127)568 and  Hamza  Tzortzis569 (see 
entry no. 3.100). The organisation has hosted events at SOAS  in the past,570 and  in 2014  it 
sponsored “Freshers packs” for the Muslim Students Association.571

561 ‘Yusuf chambers’, iERA – WebArchive, available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20150425204629/https://iera.org/
education/book-a-speaker/meet-our-speakers/yusuf-chambers, last visited: 5 January 2019.       

562 ‘Yusuf chambers’, Peace TV, available at: http://www.peacetv.tv/en-gb/speakers/Yusuf-chambers, last visited: 5 January 2019.  
563 ‘IERA training workshop at de Montfort University features Yusuf chambers’, Student Rights – WebArchive, available at:

https://web.archive.org/web/20160810161905/http://www.studentrights.org.uk/article/1957/iera_training_workshop_at_
de_montfort_university_features_yusuf_chambers, last visited: 5 January 2019.       

564 ‘Evangelising Hate: Islamic Education and Research Academy (iERA), Council of Ex-Muslims of Britain, May 2014, pp.22-3. 
565 ‘norwegian islamic Leader Fahad Qureshi: All Muslims Believe in The death Penalty For Homosexuals’, Memri, 19 May 2013,

available at:  https://www.memri.org/tv/norwegian-islamic-leader-fahad-qureshi-all-muslims-believe-death-penalty-
homosexuals, last visited: 5 January 2019.        

566 ‘Islam & Politics’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/292140431320470/, last visited: 5 January 2019.        
567 ‘@TurathBooks’, Twitter, 5 november 2014, available at: https://twitter.com/TurathBooks/status/530006624183005184,

last visited: 5 January 2019; see also: ‘@TurathBooks’, Twitter, 20 August 2013, available at: https://twitter.com/TurathBooks/
status/369918967135338496, last visited: 5 January 2019.        

568 ‘@TurathBooks’, Twitter, 20 October 2014, available at: https://twitter.com/TurathBooks/status/524265468581146624,
last visited: 5 January 2019.        

569 ‘@TurathBooks’, Twitter, 4 november 2014, available at: https://twitter.com/TurathBooks/status/529776109680726016,
last visited: 5 January 2019.        

570 ‘soas; OR fresher from:turathbooks’, Twitter, available at: https://twitter.com/search?l=&q=soas%3B%20OR%20fresher
%20from%3Aturathbooks&src=typd&lang=en, last visited: 5 January 2019.        

571 ‘@TurathBooks’, Twitter, 27 September 2014, available at: https://twitter.com/TurathBooks/status/515842362271367170,
last visited: 5 January 2019.        
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Usamani has warned against interfaith marriage, stating that the “Qur’an has never allowed 
the Muslim girls to marry a non-muslim boy [sic]” and “it is not allowed in Shairah to marry 
an atheistic woman [sic]”.572 He has stated that “christmas is pure christian celebration… A 
Muslim shouldn’t  participate  by  saying  Marry  christmas  [sic]”. 573 In  a  translated  essay, 
Usmani stated that “Islam allowed the taking of slaves with the condition that it is in a jihad 
sanctioned by the Shari’ah against the disbelievers [sic]”. 574 He also stated that “the default 
rule for the woman is that she is hidden in her house, her person is concealed from foreign 
men  and  she  does  not leave  her  house  except  for  a  need  [unto  which  she  must  be  fully 
covered] [sic]”.575

3.173  18/04/2018 – university of bristol – ‘does Islam oppress Women’576

Speaker/s: Sahar al-Faifi (see entry no. 3.37), Amanda Morris 

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03), Muslim council of Wales

topic: Religious Apologetics

location: On campus

region: South West

This event was hosted by Bristol University Islamic Society.

The event was cancelled for reasons unknown. 

According to her Linkedin page, Amanda Morris previously worked as Mend’s cardiff Lead for 
Social  Media,  and  was  then  the  organisation’s  national  Women’s  Engagement  Lead  until 
January 2017. 577 She  currently works  at  the Muslim council  of Britain’s Welsh  affiliate.  578 

Morris has shown considerable support for cage,579 and in 2015 she wrote a piece in defence 
of  extremist cleric Abu Easa niamatullah,  after  a Muslim women criticised his misogynistic 
views.580

3.174  19/04/2018 – university of East london (uEl) – ‘Steps to Jannah’581

Speaker/s: Asim khan (see entry no. 3.05), Yahya al-Raaby (see entry no. 3.30)

Organisation: Human Relief Foundation (see entry no. 3.40)

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: London

This event was hosted by UEL Islamic Society and promoted by UEL Students’ Union.

572 ‘Marriage with christian and Jewish Girls or Boys’, Mufti Taqi Usamni – Blog, available at: http://muftitaqiusmani.com/en/
?p=11092, last visited: 17 April 2018. 

573 Muhammad Taqi Usmani ‘@muftitaqiusmani’, Twitter, 24 december 2017, available at: https://twitter.com/muftitaqiusmani/
status/945012614899396609, last visited: 17 April 2018. 

574 ‘Slavery in Islam’, Deoband, 26 January 2013, available at: https://www.deoband.org/2013/01/hadith/hadith-commentary/
slavery-in-islam/, last visited: 17 April 2018. 

575 ‘The Hijab of Women and its Boundaries’, Deoband, 10 June 2010, available at: https://www.deoband.org/2010/06/hadith/
hadith-commentary/the-hijab-of-women-and-its-boundaries/, last visited: 5 January 2019.        

576 ‘dIW open mic night: does Islam oppress Women?’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
585371968468926/?active_tab=about, last visited: 5 January 2019.        

577 ‘Amanda Morris’, LinkedIn, available at: https://uk.linkedin.com/in/amanda-morris-4b83b6bb, last visited: 5 January 2019.        
578 Ibid.
579 Profiting From Prejudice: How Mend’s ‘IAM’ campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018, pp.34-5. 
580 ‘Is Shazia Awan serious about combatting Islamophobia and misogyny?’, 5Pillars, 10 december 2015, available at:

https://5pillarsuk.com/2015/12/10/is-shaziaawan-serious-about-combatting-islamophobia-and-misogyny/,
last visited: 21 February 2018.

581 ‘University of East London Students’ Union’, Facebook, 16 April 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/uelunion/
posts/1729065607139581, last visited: 5 January 2019.        
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3.175  05/05/2018 – university of london, SOaS – ‘the causes and cures of Islamophobia’582 

Speaker/s: Unspecified

Organisation: Mend (see entry no. 3.03)

topic: Grievances

location: On campus

region: London

This event was organised by Mend.

3.176  06/05/2018 – university of Warwick – ‘#motivational muslim’583 

Speaker/s: Shabbir Hassan (see entry no. 3.06)

Organisation: Islam channel

topic: Miscellaneous

location: On campus

region: West Midlands

A clip of Hassan’s talk was uploaded online, in which Hassan promotes Yasir Qadhi’s work on 
dua [supplication] 584 and praises  the  “inspirational” cleric Mufti Menk. 585 Qadhi has made 
derogatory  comments  towards Shia Muslims586 and,  according  to  an  expose  in The Times, 
told students that killing homosexuals and stoning adulterers was part of their religion, that 
amputations  for  thieves and other hudud punishments will  “benefit  [an] entire nation” and 
that jihad is  an  obligation  for Muslims within  certain  conditions.587 Menk  has  been  banned 
from six university campuses for his views on homosexuality, having stated that homosexuals 
are worse than animals, and that same-sex acts are “filthy”, “wrong” and immoral. 588

3.177  16/05/2018 – university of london, SOaS – ‘Omar barghouti: Settler colonialism in 

palestine’589

Speaker/s: Omar Barghouti

Organisation: Boycott, divestment and Sanctions (BdS) campaign

topic: Geopolitics

location: On campus

region: London

582 ‘SOAS – causes and cures Presentation’, Mend, available at: https://mend.org.uk/event/soas-causes-cures-presentation/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.         

583 ‘Fahim Ali’, Facebook, 6 May 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/WarwickIslamicSociety/permalink/
10155162393342257/, last visited: 5 January 2019.         

584 ‘Fahim Ali’, Facebook, 6 May 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/Fahim50/videos/1990960247611742/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.

585 ‘Fahim Ali’, Facebook, 6 May 2018, available at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/WarwickIslamicSociety/permalink/
10155162393342257/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

586 Quilliam Alert: Islam channel and the promotion of extremism’, Quilliam, 30 April 2009, available at:
https://www.quilliaminternational.com/quilliam-alertislam-channel-and-the-promotion-of-extremism/, last visited: 9 May 2018. 

587 ‘Hardline cleric is invited to Uk by Islamic charity for fundraising tour’, The Times, 11 April 2017, available at:
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/hardline-cleric-is-invited-to-uk-by-islamic-charity-for-fundraising-tour-g638jlcqf,
last visited: 5 January 2019.         

588 ‘Universities cancel Muslim cleric’s Speaking Tour Over concerns About His Anti-Gay views’, The Independent,
7 november 2013, available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/student/news/universities-cancel-muslim-cleric-s-
speaking-tour-over-concerns-about-his-anti-gay-views-8927902.html, last visited: 9 May 2018.

589 ‘Omar Barghouti: Settler colonialism in Palestine’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/
1006032739537841/, last visited: 5 January 2019.         
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This  event  was  hosted  by  SOAS  Palestine  Society,  SOAS  Students’  Union  and  Palestine
Solidarity campaign Uk. The event was chaired by Oxford academic karma nabulsi.

Omar Barghouti co-founded the Boycott, divestment and Sanctions (BdS) movement against 
Israel.  The  campaign has been described by  the Anti-defamation League  (AdL)  as  having 
anti-Semitic goals and employing anti-Semitic rhetoric, 590 and the Union of Jewish Students 
(UJS) has raised alarm that the campaign has fuelled hatred towards Uk Jewish students on 
campus. 591 Barghouti has  stated  that  “Zionism  is  intent on killing  itself.  I,  for one,  support 
euthanasia”592 and said that “[Palestinans have a right to] resistance by any means, including 
armed resistance”.593

3.178  22/05/2018 – university of northumbria – ‘Spend a day with the prophet’594

Speaker/s: Hasan Ali

Organisation: n/A

topic: Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis

location: On campus

region: north East

This event was hosted by northumbria University Islamic Society.

Hasan Ali founded the Safar Academy, where he has hosted cleric Mufti Menk (see entry no. 
3.176).595 Ali is a speaker for Muslim Aid,596 a charity banned in Israel that has admitted 
funding organisations “closely linked” to terror groups Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad.597 

In 2016, Ali spoke alongside Zahir Mahmood (see entry no. 3.91)598 and at the 2013 event 
entitled ‘cries of the Ummah’,599 Ali spoke alongside Menk and other preachers linked to 
extremism including Shakeel Begg600 and Suleiman Gani (see entry no. 3.127).

no events were logged between 23 may and 31 June 2018 due to the exam period

590 ‘BdS: The Global campaign to delegitimize Israel’, Anti-Defamation League, available at: https://www.adl.org/resources/
backgrounders/bds-the-global-campaign-to-delegitimize-israel, last visited: 9 May 2018. 

591 ‘Another year another BdS motion at city SU’, Union of Jewish Students, 16 February 2018, available at:
https://www.ujs.org.uk/another_year_another_bds_motion_at_city_su , last visited: 9 May 2018. 

592 Relative Humanity: The Fundamental Obstacle to a One-State Solution in Historic Palestine (1/2), The Electronic Intifada,
6 January 2004, available at: https://electronicintifada.net/content/relative-humanity-fundamental-obstacle-one-state-
solution-historic-palestine-12/4939, last visited: 9 May 2018. 

593 ‘BdS: In Their Own Words’, Jewish Virtual Library, available at: http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/bds-in-their-own-words,
last visited: 9 May 2018. 

594 ‘Spend a day with the Prophet SAW’, Facebook, available at: https://www.facebook.com/events/191214781504193/,
last visited: 5 January 2019.         

595 Mufti Menk visits Shaykh Hasan Ali’s Safar Academy’, Vimeo, available at: https://vimeo.com/81638299, last visited: 1 May 2018. 
596 ‘Shakyh Hasan Ali’, Muslim Aid, available at: https://www.muslimaid.org/opportunities/events/speakers-profile/

shaykh-hasan-ali/, last visited: 1 May 2018. 
597 “Terror link’ charities get British millions in Gift Aid’, The Telegraph, 29 november 2014, available at:

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/terrorismin-the-uk/11263309/Terror-link-charities-get-British-millions-
in-Gift-Aid.html , last visited: 1 May 2018. 

598 ‘Al-Miftaah’, Facebook, 23 October 2016, available at: https://www.facebook.com/almiftaahofficial/photos/a.146305869
3906133.1073741828.1445571688988167/1775129252699074/?type=3&theater, last visited: 1 May 2018. 

599 ‘Islamic Reminders’, ‘Ðawahdaily’, Twitter, 28 April 2013, available at: https://twitter.com/dawahdaily/status/
328565040447905792, last visited: 1 May 2018. 

600 Begg v British Broadcasting Corporation, 2016, EWHc 2688(qb), 28 October 2016, available at: https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/
wpcontent/uploads/2016/10/shakeel-begg-v-bbc-judgment-final-20161028.pdf, last visited: 21 February 2018. 
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Between September 2017 and June 2018, 204 events were promoted to university students
that had a link to extremism (4 were known to be cancelled). The majority of events were linked
to Islamist or Salafi extremist networks in the Uk, and a small number of activists dominated
the scene with recurrent events or courses.

Analysing the collective data from the previous three academic years reveals that other forms 
of  intolerance  remain  a  concern.  In  2016/17  Tommy  Robinson,  described  by  cnn  as  the 
“figurehead of the far-right in Britain” and who has previously threatened that “the Islamic 
community will feel the full force of the English defence League if we see any of our British 
citizens  killed, maimed, or  hurt on British  soil  ever  again”, 601 was  invited  to  speak on  two 
separate university platforms.602 The previous academic year, John deighan from the Society 
for the Protection of Unborn children (SPUc) addressed students in St Andrews despite having 
a  record of perpetuating homophobic  tropes,  comparing same-sex marriage  to  incest,  and 
likening  LGBT History Month material  to  pornography  and  racist  propaganda.603 However, 
the small  number  of  recorded  events  associated  with  the  far-right  and  other  forms  of 
extremism suggest  that  such  individuals  and  groups  find  it  difficult  to  hold  events  on 
campus. As  can  be seen with  the  eventual  cancellation  of  events with Robinson,  it  is  also 
evident that significant pressure is exerted on student societies that invite them.604

It would thus be negligent to overlook other forms of extremism in the higher education sector 
due to the dominance of Islamist and Salafist groups in this study. Moreover, whilst this report 
catalogues external speaker events, other manifestations of extremist influence on campus 
remain a concern. Indeed, far-right networks are increasingly targeting students through social 
media  campaigns  and  posters,  indicating  a  manner  through  which  to  avoid  institutional 
scrutiny associated with speaker events.605

What follows is an analysis of extremist-linked speakers on university campuses over three
academic years: 2015/16, 2016/17 and 2017/18. Where events are known to have been cancelled,
they have been excluded from the data analysis.

4. data analysis and trends: three Year academic Study

601 ‘Extreme Speakers and Events: In the 2016-17 Academic Year’, Student Rights, September 2017, p.24. 
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604 ‘Extreme Speakers and Events: In the 2016-17 Academic Year’, Student Rights, September 2017, available at:
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Year-Final-1.pdf, p.47.
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4.1: Events by Institution
Table 1: Top 30 Institutions – Comparison of 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18 Academic Years
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It is evident from Table 1 that the higher education institution at which extremist-linked events
are most regularly promoted is SOAS. Indeed, for the past three academic years SOAS has
repeatedly, and with marked distinction, accounted for the majority of extremist-linked events
– 13 events in 2015/16 (10% of events that year), 14 in 2016/17 (13% of events that year), and 43
in 2017/18 (21% of events  that year) – and can thus be viewed as  the Uk  institution most
vulnerable to exploitation from extreme and intolerant speakers. Of the 435 events recorded
since 2015/16, SOAS has accounted for over 16% the total (70 events).  

The majority of events were scheduled to take place at campuses in London, with 6 of the top
10 positions being occupied by institutions situated in the capital. nevertheless, the University
of Birmingham is becoming increasingly active. From hosting 3 events in 2015/16 and 2 events
in 2016/17, the University of Birmingham hosted 10 events in the most recent academic year;
accounting for 5% of the total number of recorded events in 2017/18. 

Another institution of increasing concern is the University of Bristol, which was scheduled to
host  3  events  in  2015/16  and  2  events  in  2016/17,  yet  5  events  in  2017/18.  Manchester
Metropolitan University is also of note, as the institution promoted 3 events in 2015/16, falling
to 1 event the following year, yet rising to 5 events in 2017/18. 

More positively, kingston University, which was scheduled to host 5 events in 2015/16 and 6
events in 2016/17, only appeared to host 2 events in the most recent academic year (2017/18).

4.2: Events by Speaker

In 2017/18,  the most active speaker was Asif Uddin  (29 events)  from Sabeel, a project of
Haitham al-Haddad’s MRdF, due to the weekly course he ran at SOAS (see entry no. 3.14). The
second most frequent categorisation was that of ‘Unspecified’ speakers, who accounted for
27 events, followed by Asim khan (12 events) and representatives from Mend (9 events). In
fifth position was Abdullah al-Andalusi from MdI who held 6 events, and sixth position was
held by Hamza Tzortzis who accounted for 5 events in 2017/18.  

Table 2: 2017-18 Events by Speaker

1 Asif Uddin 9 6% 11 9% 2 29 13% 18 49 10%

2 Hamza Tzortzis 18 12% 13 11% -5 5 2% -8 36 7%

3 Abdullah Al-Andalusi  11 8% 14 12% 3 6 3% -8 31 6%

4 Asim khan 9 6% 6 5% -3 12 5% 6 27 5%

5 Unspecified 0 0% 0 0% 0 27 12% 27 27 5%

6 MEnd Speakers 8 5% 6 5% -2 9 4% 3 23 5%

2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 total # of
events

difference difference
in # of in # of
events events
from from

# of % of # of % of previous # of % of previous # of % of
rank Speaker events total events total years events total years events total
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Graph 1: Events by Speaker – Comparison of 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18 Academic Years
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Graph 1 shows that Sabeel’s Asif Uddin has been an increasingly active speaker on university
campuses since 2015/16. Uddin was scheduled to speak on 9 occasions in 2015/16 (6% of all
events that year), 11 the following year (9% of all events that year) and mostly recently spoke
on 29 occasions (13% of all events that year). 

Of particular concern is the fact that the number of ‘unspecified’ speakers has dramatically
increased, from none in the first two academic years to 27 in 2017/18 (accounting for 12% of all
events that year). This indicates that extremist-linked events are increasingly being promoted
without an identified speaker. As discussed in Section 5, this may reveal a method by which
extremist-speakers evade institutional oversight. A similar method is visible in the number of
occasions ‘MEnd Speakers’ are advertised to appear on campus; a total of 23 occasions since
2015/16. Whilst senior figures within the organisation have a history of extremist views, this
may not be the case for all employees. Failing to identify which representative from Mend is
appearing at an event avoids effective internal institutional due diligence, as well as external
public or media critique. 

In spite of the Prime Minister’s Extremism Taskforce characterising Uthman Lateef in 2015 as
one of six speakers “expressing views contrary to British values” (see entry no. 3.07), Lateef
has more than tripled his campus presence in the last three academic years. Scheduled to
appear on 2 occasions in 2015/16, this rose to 4 the following year and 7 in 2017/18.
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4.3: Events by Organisation

Table 3: 2017-18 Events by Organisation

MEnd 44 23%
Sabeel 40 21%
iERA 29 15%
Al-Maghrib Institute 17 9%
cAGE 12 6%
Hittin Institute  9 5%
The Muslim debate Initiative 7 4%

Organisation # of events % of total

As  can  be  seen  in  Table  3,  the  most  prolific  organisations  whose  representatives  were
advertised to speak on campus in the 2017-18 academic year were Mend (23%), Sabeel (21%),
and iERA (15%).

Overall,  it can be seen from Table 4 (below) that the top 6 extremist-linked organisations
represented on campus in the last three academic years are as follows: iERA (96 events), Mend
(73 events), Sabeel (46 events), cage (35 events), MRdF (26 events) and the Al-Maghrib
Institute (17 events). Mend’s presence on campus increased to 44 events in 2017/18 from the
previous year (13 events), whilst iERA’s presence fell from 33 events in 2016/17 to 29 events in
the  most  recent  academic  year.  Furthermore,  whilst  it  appeared  MRdF  was  gradually
decreasing in prominence – scheduled to appear on 13 occasions in 2015/16, 11 in 2016/17 and
2 in 2017/18 – the impact of its affiliate organisation Sabeel grew. Sabeel was not recorded as
having hosted a single event in 2015/16, however in 2016/17 it was scheduled to appear on 6
occasions, with the most recent academic year promoting 40 events.

Both Mend and cage are closely connected, a connection exposed most recently when Mend 
founder Sufyan Ismail revealed that he had funded the pro-terrorist group, and that the two 
organisations share the same objective – the abolishment of “unnecessary” Uk counter-terror 
legislation. 606 Indeed, iERA and the Al-Maghrib Institute also bear ideological similarity, and 
preachers  have  endorsed  each  other’s  work. 607 Of  particular  concern,  three  of  the  top  6 
organisations are closely associated with the high-profile extremist cleric Haitham al-Haddad, 
a former trustee of iERA, who founded Sabeel and MRdF.608 This serves to illustrate the ease 
with which  students  can  be  exposed  to,  and  influenced  by,  the  extremist  cleric  and  his 
virulent views. 

606 ‘The battle for British Muslims’ integration’, Standpoint, May 2018, available at: http://standpointmag.co.uk/node/7147/full,
last visited: 09 January 2019.

607 For more information: see ‘Hamza Andreas Tzortzis’, Facebook, 1 February 2017, available at: https://www.facebook.com/
HamzaAndreasTzortzis/posts/1451303878213375, last visited: 9 January 2019; ‘The divine Reality: God, Islam and the Mirage
of Atheism’, Amazon UK, available at: https://www.amazon.co.uk/divine-Reality-Islam-Mirage-Atheism/dp/0996545387, last
visited: 9 January 2019; ‘The Worst of the 2016 MAS-IcnA Speakers’, The Middle East Forum, 15 december 2016, available
at: https://www.meforum.org/6439/worst-of-the-2016-mas-icna-speakers, last visited: 9 January 2019; ‘@HATzortzis’,
Twitter, 6 January 2013, available at: https://twitter.com/hatzortzis/status/288014637474119681, last visited: 9 January 2019.

608 ‘Extremists to be purged from charity boards under new law’, The Telegraph, 19 September 2015, available at:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/terrorism-in-the-uk/11877560/Extremists-to-be-purged-from-charity-boards-
under-new-law.html, last visited: 9 January 2019.



Table 4: Events by Organisation – comparison of 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18 Academic Years

1 iERA 34 27% 33 31% -1 29 15% -4 96 22%

2 MEnd 16 13% 13 12% -3 44 22% 31 73 17%

3 Sabeel  0 0% 6 6% 6 40 20% 34 46 11%

4 cAGE 15 12% 8 7% -7 12 6% 4 35 8%

5 MRdF 13 10% 11 10% -2 2 1% -9 26 6%

6 Al-Maghrib Institute 0 0% 0 0% 0 17 9% 17 17 4%

2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 total # of
events

rank Organisation # of % of # of % of difference # of % of difference # of % of
events total events total in # of events total in # of events total

events events
from from

previous previous
years years
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4.4 Events by Topic

The most common topic of all extremist-linked events during 2017/18 was ‘Grievances’ (53 
events) (see Table 5). This was closely followed by ‘Religious Jurisprudence’ (53), and ‘Religious 
Apologetics’ (31), the latter of which was the most common topic of the previous year (28), 
accounting for 27% of all recorded events. The focus on grievance may be a consequence of 
the considerable presence of groups such as Mend and cage on campus, which have been 
criticised  by  the  counter-extremism  Quilliam  Foundation  for  being  “divisive”,  “sowing 
distrust” and exacerbating genuine fears within the Muslim community. 609 Similarly, former 
national Lead for counter Terrorism Policing Mark Rowley criticised these Islamist groups for 
“fostering grievances  and  isolation”610 and  former  Prime  Minister  Tony  Blair  accused  both 
Mend  and cage of  sowing divisions between Muslim  communities  and  the government by 
portraying the British state as a “hostile” force.611 The high percentage of events devoted to 
‘Religious Jurisprudence’ (26%), which overtook the previous year’s most common category 
‘Religious Apologetics’, was likely due to the number of events run by Sabeel’s Asif Uddin at 
SOAS.
Table 5: 2017-18 Events by Category

609 ‘In Plain Sight: MEnd, cAGE, and So-called “non-violent Extremism” by Lottie Moore’, Quilliam, 30 June 2017, available at:
https://www.quilliaminternational.com/in-plain-sight/, last visited: 5 January 2019.

610 ‘Extremism and Terrorism: The need for a whole society response’, Policy Exchange, 26 February 2018, available at:
https://policyexchange.org.uk/pxevents/the-colin-cramphorn-memorial-lecture-by-mark-rowley/, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

611 ‘Tony Blair calls for battle of ideas against Islamists’, The Times, 13 September 2018, available at: https://www.thetimes.co.uk/
article/tony-blair-calls-for-battle-of-ideas-against-islamists-prbx5q78n, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

Grievances 53 26%
Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis 53 26%
Religious Apologetics 31 15%
Miscellaneous 19 9%
Personal Stories & Wellbeing 17 8%
dawah Training 12 6%
Geopolitics 10 5%
Religious Governance 5 2%
Unknown 0 0%

2017/18

topic # of events % of total

total 200 100%
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Analysing the data from the previous three academic years (see Graph 2), it is evident that
‘Grievances’ was consistently a prevalent topic for extremist-linked speakers. In 2015/16, 26%
of events were categorised as such, decreasing slightly in 2016/17 to 19% before rising to 26%
of  events  in  the  most  recent  academic  year  (see  Table  6).  Speaker  events  that  exploit
‘Grievances’ – addressing topics such as perceived anti-Muslim hatred and/or Prevent and other
government counter-extremism measures – clearly resonate with students, and provide the
most effective platform for extremist-linked speakers  to address audiences. nevertheless,
‘Religious Apologetics’ and ‘Religious Jurisprudence/History/Exegesis’ remain common, with
the former category accounting for 21% of recorded events in the last three academic years,
and the latter category 22%.  

Graph 2: Events by Topic – Comparison of 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18 Academic Years
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dawah Training 6 5% 3 3% 12 6% 21 5%

Geopolitics 2 2% 8 7% 10 5% 20 4%

Grievances 35 26% 21 19% 53 26% 109 24%

Miscellaneous 0 0% 0 0% 19 9% 19 4%

Personal Stories & Wellbeing 8 7% 9 8% 17 8% 34 8%

Religious Apologetics 36 28% 28 27% 31 15% 95 21%

Religious Governance 1 2% 3 3% 5 2% 9 2%

Religious Jurisprudence/
History/Exegesis 19 15% 25 23% 53 26% 97 22%

Unknown 21 17% 10 11% 0 0% 31 7%

2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 total # of events

topic # of % of # of % of # of % of # of % of
events total events total events total events total

total 128 100% 107 100% 200 100% 435 100%
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612 ‘Extreme Speakers and Events: In the 2016-17 Academic Year’, Student Rights, September 2017, p.49.

Table 6: Events by Topic – Comparison of 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18 Academic Years

4.5: Events by Region

Universities in London promoted the most extremist-linked events on campus, accounting for 
95 events or 47% of the total number of events in 2017/18. Following London (95, 47%), events 
in the West Midlands (23, 11%), South East (15, 7%), and Yorkshire and Humberside (15, 7%) 
shortly  followed. As  suggested  in Student Rights’  previous  report,  the high  frequency of 
London-based events may be a consequence of the many extreme organisations that have 
their headquarters there, as well as the concentration of higher education institutions based 
in the region.612

Table 7: Events by Region: 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18 Academic Years

London 195 44%
South East 46 10%
West Midlands 40 9%
Yorkshire and Humberside 39 9%
north West 24 5%
South West 23 5%
Wales 21 5%
East Midlands 19 4%
Scotland 11 2%
East of England 10 2%
north East 7 2%

total # of events

region # of events % of total

total 435 100%
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Graph 3: Events by Region – Comparison of 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18 Academic Years
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The past three academic years attest to the notion that London remains the largest regional
host for extremist-linked speakers (see Graph 3). In total, London has accounted for 44% of
recorded data over that time period. nevertheless, the South East (10%), West Midlands (9%),
and Yorkshire (9%), remain active regions for speakers, whilst the north East (2%) and East of
England (2%) have hosted consistently few events since 2015/16 (see Graph 3).

4.6: Events by Month 

In 2017/18 campus events were most commonly held between november and March (see Graph
4). Events were most often held in november (55, 30%), followed by February (50, 25%), March
(29, 14%) and January (17, 8%). 



Graph 4: Events by Month – Comparison of 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18 Academic Years
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# of Events per Month by Academic Year 
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September 3 3% 0 0% 3 2% 6 2%

October 10 8% 10 9% 16 8% 36 8%

november 27 20% 22 20% 55 30% 104 24%

december 12 9% 7 6% 15 7% 34 7%

January 3 2% 7 7% 17 8% 27 6%

February 42 35% 29 26% 50 25% 121 28%

March 23 17% 31 31% 29 14% 83 20%

April 4 3% 1 1% 6 3% 11 2%

May 3 2% 0 0% 8 2% 11 2%

June 1 1% 0 0% 1 0% 2 0%

2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 total # of events

topic # of % of # of % of # of % of # of % of
events total events total events total events total

total 128 100% 107 100% 200 100% 435 100%

Analysing the extremist-linked events per month for the previous three academic years, it is clear
that February is the month when the highest number of events are scheduled to occur. Following
February, where a total of 121 events have been recorded since 2015/16 (28%), 104 events have
been  scheduled  in  november  (24%)  and  83  events  in  March  (20%)  (see  Table  8).  These
heightened seasons for events coincide with high-profile campaigns on campus such as the
anti-Prevent ‘Students not Suspects’ or Islamist-led ‘Islamophobia Awareness Month’ campaigns.

Table 8: Events by Month – Comparison of 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18 Academic Years
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As part of the 2015 counter-Terrorism and Security Act, all ‘relevant higher education bodies’ 
(RHEBs) are subject to a statutory duty to ensure that they have “due regard to the need to 
prevent  people  from  being  drawn  into  terrorism”.613 Universities  are  required  to  have 
effective welfare  support  systems  for  students,  including  the  adoption  of  a  safeguarding 
lead,  and  risk assessment  procedures  for  external  speakers  who  use  their  premises.  This 
stands  alongside universities’  existing  responsibilities  surrounding  free  speech  protection, 
equality  and  diversity welfare,  and  gender  discrimination  laws.  Prevent  duty  guidance 
stresses  the  need  to  challenge extremist  views,  and  is  clear  that  identifying  risk  to  violent 
extremism  includes non-violent extremism, which can  “create an atmosphere conducive  to 
terrorism and can popularise views that terrorists exploit”.614

In July 2018, the Office for Students (OfS), which monitors the implementation of Prevent at 
RHEBs, published statistics showing that 97% (304) of providers demonstrated due regard 
to the  statutory  duty  in  the  2016-17  academic  year. 615 The  same  year,  271  events  and 
speakers were escalated to the highest level of approval, in accordance with risk assessment 
procedure, with a focus on London and the South East (64 each).616 This correlates with data 
from Student Rights’ previous report, ‘Extreme Speakers and Events in the 2016-17 Academic 
Year’, which demonstrates that the highest proportion of extremist-related events took place 
in those two regions.617

nevertheless, the large number of events recorded as being advertised to students – 204 in
total (of which 4 were cancelled), representing an increase of 82% from the previous academic
year’s figure of 112 (of which 5 were cancelled) – indicates that, despite legal compliance with
the Prevent duty, extremism on university campuses remains a very serious concern. Outlined
below are five specific policy changes that the higher education sector can adopt in order to
increase its resilience to the exploitation of extremist groups within its institutions. 

Issue: universities’ risk mitigation procedures do not appear to ensure external speakers
with a history of extreme or intolerant views are sufficiently challenged on campus.

recommendation: dedicated prevent and Safeguarding leads at universities should
consistently review their procedure for determining external speaker risk, improve their
communication with regional co-ordinators, and develop a detailed case report for all
escalated events.

According to the OfS’ statistics of July 2018, 97% (304) of RHEBs are in full compliance with 
the Prevent statutory duty,618 which  includes the approval of external speaker policies  that 
can assess and mitigate high-risk events. 619 nevertheless,  the circumstances  in which  risk 
mitigation is triggered, the steps taken (or decisions leading to inaction) are ambiguous and 
evidently require review. 

5. policy recommendations

613 ‘Revised Prevent duty Guidance: for England and Wales’, HM Government, 16 July 2015, p.2. 
614 ‘Prevent duty Guidance: for higher education institutions in England and Wales’, HM Government, 16 July 2015, available

at: https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/445916/Prevent_duty_Guidance_For_
Higher_Education__England__Wales_.pdf, last visited: 5 February 2018, p.3. 

615 ‘Monitoring of the Prevent duty’, Office for Students, 11 July 2018, available at: https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/
160fe2df-d737-419c-8071-19fa2dab0ee4/ofs2018___27.pdf, last visited: 5 January 2019.

616 Ibid.
617 ‘Extreme Speakers and Events: In the 2016-17 Academic Year’, Student Rights, September 2017, p.1.
618 ‘Monitoring of the Prevent duty’, Office for Students, 11 July 2018.
619 ‘counter-terrorism – the Prevent duty’, Office for Students, available at: https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/

advice-and-guidance/regulation/counter-terrorism-the-prevent-duty/, last visited: 5 January 2019.
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Each institution’s dedicated working group or safeguarding team must issue a case report
regarding all escalated events that is shared with regional Prevent teams, other RHEBs and –
where appropriate – third parties via FOI request. The report should include why the event was
flagged, and potential risk-mitigating procedures to ensure the challenge of extremist views.
This  may  be  informal  discussions  with  the  host/affected  group;  the  introduction  of  an
independent moderator; the presence of a Prevent-trained university official; or compulsory
recording of the event. The case report would become a useful resource for other RHEBs
regarding similar issues at their institutions, and establish policy precedents that may prove a
useful frame of reference for comparable events at a later date.

As a matter of principal and policy, institutes of higher education should seek to promote
balanced, critical and open discussions on campus. There is little evidence to suggest that
events featuring extremist speakers are subject to sufficient scrutiny, challenge or contest from
either oppositional panellists or audience members. The majority of events in this study take
place in lecture-form, and where the speaker in question is accompanied on the platform, it is
often by those who share a similar worldview. 

The Extremism Risk Guidance 22+, a risk-assessment tool developed by the government’s 
probationary  service  (HMPPS)  in  order  to  further  understanding  of  the  psycho-social 
vulnerabilities to extremism, 620 highlights that individuals who adopt an extremist worldview 
can be  categorised with  regard  to  ‘cognitive  integrative  complexity’,  in  that  they  cannot 
“integrate multiple perspectives” and instead develop simplistic, reductionist, ‘Us and Them’ 
thinking. 621 It  is  crucial  that  all  students  are  exposed  to  a  plethora  of  opinions,  forced  to 
discriminate between perspectives whilst developing their cognitive and analytical skills in 
order to increase their resilience to extremist doctrine. Speakers with a history of intolerant or 
extreme views must appear on balanced platforms and be subject to critique. It is clear that 
such action is the most effective means of risk mitigation with regard to extremism on campus. 

Issue: Student societies advertise events without an identified speaker, preventing effective
due diligence on behalf of the university and the student community to whom the event is
targeted.

recommendation: Student societies should be prohibited from publicly promoting an event
without identifying the external speaker.

In spite of the mandatory speaker policies to which all student groups must adhere, societies
continue to promote events without listing the name of the external speaker. Advertisements
frequently  list a  ‘guest speaker’ from a particular organisation, which can be exploited by
extremist groups to evade thorough institutional due diligence, in addition to external oversight
and scrutiny by third parties such as counter-extremism civil society groups. Of equal concern,
such an omission prevents students from knowing in advance of an event to whose views they
are being exposed. 

Universities’ safeguarding teams/working groups should develop mechanisms in which student
groups that repeatedly flout external speaker policies are sanctioned. committees of such
student groups should be subject to specialised training through which the risks associated
with external speakers are elucidated and discussed.  

620 For more information, see: ‘A Process Evaluation of the Structured Risk Guidance for Extremist Offenders’,
HM Prison & Probation Service, 2017, available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/661787/process-evaluation-srg-extremist-offender-report.pdf, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

621 ‘The development of structured guidelines for assessing risk in extremist offenders’, University of Birmingham, 2015,
available at: https://research.birmingham.ac.uk/portal/files/42816555/Lloyd_and_dean_The_development_of_structured_
guidelines_Journal_of_Threat_Assessment_and_Management_2017.pdf, last visited: 5 January 2019. 
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Issue: Extremist groups utilise campus platforms for multiple purposes which are not
reflected in university risk assessment criteria.

recommendation: risk assessment criteria must extend beyond risk of extremist content in
order to contain contextual factors. Examples include exposure and socialisation with
extremist speakers; dissemination of extremist literature; off-campus event advertisement;
and the promotion of extremist partners.

University risk assessment criteria must adapt to the evolving strategies of extremist groups
that extend beyond the potential for extremist views to be aired at an event. campus platforms
are  increasingly  used  by  extremist  groups  to  socialise  students  with  extremist  speakers,
promote their brand and fundraise for support, and disseminate organisational literature which
may (or may not) contain explicit extremist content. 

Speakers may be brand ambassadors or official supporters of extremist-linked charities, or 
have concerning connections which may not appear on event advertising. One notable example 
in  this  study  was  Shabbir  “the  poet”  Hassan,  who  has  appeared  on  platforms  with  a 
considerable  number  of  extremist  preachers  off-campus  and  is  a  presenter  for  the  Islam 
channel. Whilst there is no evidence to suggest that he holds extreme views, during his talk 
(subsequently posted online) he praised the “inspirational” cleric Mufti Menk – who has been 
banned from six Uk campuses for his views on homosexuality – and promoted Yasir Qadhi –
an individual who has been recorded stating that killing homosexuals and stoning adulterers 
is part of the Islamic faith.622

Relatively unknown group representatives, such as Mend’s regional co-ordinators, pose the risk
of introducing students to extremist organisations and directing them toward senior figures
who hold more virulent Islamist or anti-Semitic views. 

It is clear that speaker’s connections, affiliations and campaigning activities must be taken into 
account during the risk assessment procedure. Previous Henry Jackson Society research, which 
identifies  student  vulnerability  to  radicalisation,  has  demonstrated  the  extent  to  which 
‘socialisation’  plays  a  prominent  role  in  the  radicalisation  process.623 This  paper  also 
highlights the  frequency  with  which  campus  speakers  had  pledged  support  for  convicted 
terrorists (such as Aafia Siddiqui) or were associated with an extremist organisation that was 
omitted from the event advertising. 

Issue: university safeguarding teams/working groups require in-depth training and extensive
resources in order to complete effective due diligence.

recommendation: dedicated institutional safeguarding teams/working groups should be
given specialised and consistent Working to raise awareness of prevent (Wrap) training,
with a focus on risks pertaining to rhEbs and the local community.

According to the OfS,  in the academic year 2016-17 over 67,730 members of staff received 
some form of Prevent training across the higher education sector. 624 While the extent and 
depth of the training remains unclear; it is imperative that it should include awareness of local 
risk, with considerable emphasis on student vulnerability to extremist narratives – in addition 
to broader safeguarding and welfare concerns – using the channel vulnerability assessment

622 ‘Yasir Qadhi – killing Homosexuals and Adulterers’, YouTube, 25 July 2017, available at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YtFYbij8feQ, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

623 ‘Spotting the Signs: Identifying vulnerability to Radicalisation Among Students’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2017, available
at: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Student-Fighters-Project.pdf, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

624 ‘Monitoring of the Prevent duty’, Office for Students, 11 July 2018.
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framework  as  a  reference  point. 625 Practitioners  must  be  made  aware  of  the  extremist 
organisations operating within  the  local area, and training must  include the discussion of 
multiple relevant case studies. 

The  data  from  this  report,  and  previous  Student  Rights  research,626 suggests  that 
‘Grievances’ is an issue most commonly used by extremist-linked organisations to appear on 
university campuses. The training must provide an understanding of how all forms of political 
and religious extremism exploit genuine or perceived injustices to broaden their appeal and 
support base, and examine why such a subject matter finds fertile soil on university premises.

Issue: Extremist and terror-linked charities sponsor events, promote speakers with a history
of extreme views, and utilise campus platforms for marketing and fundraising purposes.

recommendation: higher Education prevent/safeguarding leads should work closely with
the charity commission who can offer up-to-date information as to the risks pertaining to
charitable organisations who have previously been associated with extremist speakers or
overseas terror groups.

Uk-registered charities that sponsored events include Interpal, a Specially designated Global 
Terrorist group (SdGT) in the US, and Human Appeal, whose field offices have been linked to 
Hamas  and  Al-Qaeda  associates  by  the  US  State  department.  Several  events  served  as 
fundraisers for charities with past extremist affiliations such as the Ummah Welfare Trust and 
Muntada Aid. Preachers representing iERA, despite its three-year investigation by the charity 
commission  for  extremist-related  concerns,  held  29  events  in  the 2017/18  academic  year. 
Two  events  hosted  representatives  from MRdF,  a  charity  founded  by Haitham  al-Haddad, 
whose views permit child marriage, specific forms of FGM and oppose intervention in cases 
of domestic violence.627

It is likely that Uk-registered charities are evading thorough risk-assessment at higher education 
institutions due to their charitable status. despite the retention of their status, charities that 
have been previously investigated by the charity commission do not appear to have wholly 
distanced themselves from their extremist-associations. 628 Risk-assessment processes must 
also be alert to when organisations have been designated as terror groups overseas, even if 
they have fallen short of meeting the Uk government’s threshold for proscription. Student 
groups should equally be made aware of these concerns, particularly with regard to fundraising 
or sponsored events in partnership with such charities. It is evident that greater communication 
is required between Prevent / safeguarding leads in the higher education sector and the charity 
commission. The latter is best equipped to provide universities with up-to-date information 
regarding charitable groups active on campus. This must include notification should a charity 
prompt an investigation of extremist-related concerns, and a detailed case report of subsequent 
findings. Likewise, universities ought to inform the commission should an individual associated 
with a registered charity promote extremist views at their institution.

627 ‘channel vulnerability assessment’, gov.uk, 23 October 2012, available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
channel-vulnerability-assessment, last visited: 5 January 2019. 

628 ‘Profiting From Prejudice: How Mend’s “IAM” campaign Legitimised Extremism’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018. 
629 For more information, see: ‘Haitham al-Haddad: Adulterous western women are begging to be stoned to death’,

The Times, 8 October 2018, available at: https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/haitham-al-haddad-adulterous-western-
women-are-begging-to-be-stoned-to-death-0gzhd3mk0, last visited: 7 January 2019.

630 For a comprehensive study on extremist-linked Uk charities, see: ‘Wolves in Sheep’s clothing: How Islamist Extremists
Exploit the Uk charitable Sector’, The Henry Jackson Society, 2018.
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This report highlights the urgency with which extremism on campus must be tackled. Speakers
that have a history of virulent views and display  intolerance  to  those of a different  faith,
sexuality, culture and gender are regularly promoted to students. British universities are playing
host to those who sympathise with military insurgencies and the overthrow of democracy,
charities  linked  to  terror  groups  overseas,  and  organisations  whose  senior  figures  have
expressed a revulsion towards homosexuals, Jews, and minority Muslim sects. 

This  report  records 204  instances  in  the  last academic year  (435 since 2015/16)  in which
students were promoted an event linked to an extremist speaker or organisation, with few
appearing to present a balanced, critical and open discussion of views. Universities dedicated
to freedom of speech must ensure students feel equipped to contest opinions with which they
disagree, and are not intimidated to do so. Students should be aware about the background
and associations of individuals, and events should not be promoted if a speaker is unidentified
– audience members ought to know in advance to whose views they are being exposed.

Universities must become more adept at responding to the changing nature of the extremist 
threat. Whilst high-profile preachers and activists may trigger standardised speaker policies, 
their  colleagues  and  associations  evade  similar  scrutiny.  Whilst  Haitham  al-Haddad  has 
recently emerged as a particularly controversial figure, 629 his project Sabeel had instructors 
address students on 40 occasions within the last academic year. Individuals who may not be 
so well-known, but whose views are comparably problematic, also appear capable of hosting 
campus talks without contest, such as Muhammad Taqi Usmani. Moreover, Alomgir Ali, Uthman 
Lateef,  and  Hamza  Tzortzis  are  three  of  six  speakers  explicitly  identified  by  the  Prime 
Minister’s Extremism Taskforce in 2015 as expressing views contrary to British values.630 It is 
imperative that  such  individuals elicit  an escalated  response on universities’  risk mitigation 
procedures should they be invited to speak. 

Higher education safeguarding and Prevent teams must also be aware of the  influence of
American preachers on British university students. controversial figures such as Siraj Wahhaj,
listed as an unindicted co-conspirator in the 1993 World Trade center bombing, and Hatem
Bazian, a co-founder of the Zaytuna college and an individual who has called for an intifada in
America, are finding unchallenged platforms at Uk institutions. With the development of video
technologies, and growing international partnerships between Islamist and Salafist networks,
students in the Uk are increasingly being exposed to extremist preachers overseas.

Regrettably,  there are other  forms of  intolerance  that  require closer examination and  fall
beyond the scope of this project. This includes issues related to intimidation and the silencing
of diverse political opinion on campus, in addition to individual cases of racism and bigotry
that continue to cause serious harm to the student community and damage social cohesion.
nevertheless, the scale and diversity of the extremist-related threat with regard to speakers
and events remains manageable and relatively small. The high number of events is attributed
to  a  few  individuals  and  groups,  and  with  amendments  to  the  due  diligence  process  of
assessing  external  speaker  risk,  countering  extremism on  campus  remains  a  feasible  and
attainable objective.

6. conclusion

629 ‘Haitham al-Haddad: Adulterous western women are begging to be stoned to death’, The Times, 8 October 2018, available
at: https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/haitham-al-haddad-adulterous-western-women-are-begging-to-be-stoned-to-death-
0gzhd3mk0, last visited: 5 January 2019.

630 ‘PM’s Extremism Taskforce: tackling extremism in universities and colleges top of the agenda’, gov.uk, 16 September 2015.
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